1. Rules of granting the patronage of the Slovak Presidency in the Council of the EU 
For the first time in its history the Slovak Republic will take over the six-month rotating Presidency in the Council of the European Union. The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic wants to foster joint ownership of the Presidency, i.e. to engage both Slovak and international public in the Presidency as directly and actively as possible.
In order to do so the MFEA SR will support cultural, social, professional, educational, sports, charity and other events organised at a local, national and international level via granting them the official patronage of the Slovak Presidency in the Council of the EU. The patronage of the SK PRES, granted from 1st March 2016 to 31st December 2016, will thus promote the event and its organiser at a national, European, and international level.

The patronage of the SK PRES will support events which:

· contribute to joint ownership of the SK PRES;
· raise awareness of the SK PRES, the EU and its opportunities for Slovak citizens, the Slovak membership and Slovakia’s position in the EU among Slovak public;

· raise awareness of the Slovak Republic and the SK PRES among foreign public;

· enhance active civil involvement in the SK PRES;

· promote shared European values. 

The patronage of the SK PRES is a non-financial form of co-operation, i.e. no financial help will be available. It entails:

· granting of the official patronage of the event. The latter will thus gain the status of an “event organised under the auspices of the SK PRES”. In case of cultural events, it is possible to request their inclusion in the official Cultural Programme SK PRES 2016 Presidency brochure published on the Presidency website; such requests can be made until 15th March 2016. Other events organised under the auspices of the SK PRES will be promoted on online platforms of the MFEA SR and the SK PRES;

· the use of the official SK PRES logo on all promotional materials of the event, including posters, banners and online presentation;

· the possibility of close co-operation with the MFEA SR which may entail:

· direct participation of a Ministry representative in the event (e.g. opening of a conference, speech/lecture, participation in a discussion, etc.);

· indirect participation (through the SK PRES presentation materials). 
Both individuals and legal persons with a permanent residence or a registered office in Slovakia or abroad are eligible for the patronage of the SK PRES. These include:
· local, regional authorities and self-governing bodies; 

· non-governmental and not-for-profit organisations;

· elementary schools, high schools, universities, research institutions; 

· informal groups;
 

· Slovak diaspora organisations acting abroad;

· business entities. 

Please note that the main purpose of the SK PRES patronage is non-commercial. The patronage of the rotating Presidencies is traditionally granted to MEPs of the respective countries for events organised in Brussels, Strasbourg and Luxembourg (mainly in the EU institutions). 
Entities not eligible for the patronage of the SK PRES are:

· political parties/political movements;
· individuals, legal persons or informal groups with tendencies towards extremism, suppression of fundamental human rights and freedoms or incitation to hatred.
2. The procedure of granting the patronage of the SK PRES
The patronage of the SK PRES is granted upon written or electronic application provided the applicant meets the criteria mentioned below. The application for the patronage of the SK PRES consists of a completed questionnaire available on the MFEA SR website and later on the official website of the SK PRES, a written application for the SK PRES patronage and the documents requested below.

The questionnaire should be filled in in Slovak or English electronically or by hand and sent along with the following documents: 

· a confirmation of the legal form and identity of the applicant; 

· a copy of declaration on co-operation specifying the names and main roles of each partner organisation involved in the event (only if the event is organised in co-operation with a partner(s)); 

· a confirmation of the accomplishment of the major events organised by the applicant in 2013-2015. This should be done by attaching the event’s programme and the list of participants (only in case of cultural events requesting to be included in the official Cultural Programme SK PRES 2016 Presidency brochure published on the Presidency website).

The questionnaire filled in and duly signed by the applicant, along with the application for the patronage and all the required documents must be delivered:

1. by post or in person to the address of the Ministry:

The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic 

Secretariat of the Slovak Presidency in the Council of the European Union 

Department for Communication and Presentation
Hlboká cesta 2

833 36 Bratislava 37
Slovakia
The application must be submitted in a sealed envelope and marked as “Application for the patronage of the SK PRES”. The number of applications submitted per applicant is not limited.
2. or electronically by sending the scanned documents to the following address: okom@mzv.sk.
Please state “Application for the patronage of the SK PRES” in the e-mail subject. 

Evaluation of applications
The successful candidate must achieve at least 70 points in order to be granted the SK PRES patronage.

	Evaluated criterion
	Maximum score

	Contribution to joint ownership of the SK PRES 
	40 

	Active civil involvement and public impact
	30 

	Representativeness of the event
	10

	Originality and innovative features of the event
	10

	Fulfilment of formal requirements
	10 

	Total
	100


1. Contribution to joint ownership of the SK PRES: 

- the event raises awareness of the SK PRES and boosts public identification with the Presidency values, messages and political priorities. 

2. Active civil involvement and public impact: 

- the event supposes active involvement of a large spectrum of people and addresses the target audience in an effective, comprehensible and interactive way, tailored to the audience’s needs. 

3. Representativeness of the event: 

- the event communicates the Presidency messages meaningfully and reflects the importance of the Presidency role.

4. Originality and innovative features of the event: 

- the event is conceived in a creative and engaging way, both in content and in form.   
5. Fulfilment of formal requirements: 

- the candidate fulfils all formal requirements.

The decision about granting the SK PRES patronage
The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic reserves the right to evaluate the fulfilment of the above-mentioned criteria and to decide whether the patronage of the SK PRES will be granted or not within 15 working days upon the delivery of the application. Only applications that have met all formal requirements will be considered. The result will be sent to each applicant electronically to the e-mail address stated in the application. The MFEA SR reserves the right to withhold the granting of the patronage. The decision received by the candidate will be final. The MFEA SR may revoke the patronage pursuant to Article VI, Paragraph 1, letter a) through e) of the Patronage and Co-operation Agreement. 
The decision on the granting of the patronage is made by the Department for Communication and Presentation of the Secretariat of the Slovak Presidency in the Council of the EU. It is officially made under the aegis of Mr Ivan Korčok, the Government Plenipotentiary for the Slovak Presidency in the Council of the EU.
� An informal group is a group formed by at least 4 people led by 1 responsible person with full legal capacity representing the group in the respective matter.





