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Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Slovak Republic

L E D R A PA L A C E I N N I C O S I A
THE MEETING PLACE OF THE
PARTICIPANTS IN
THE BI-COMMUNAL DIALOGUE

The Bi-communal
Dialogue between the
Leaders and
Representatives
of Political Parties
in Cyprus under
the Auspices of the
Slovak Diplomacy

During the existence of the Cyprus

problem there have been several attempts to solve or to contribute to
the solution of the situation on the
island.
In spring 1989 then Czechoslovak Ambassador to Cyprus Dr. Emil Keblusek
suggested calling the leaders of the
political parties from both communities together to discuss the possible
outcomes of the long lasting Cyprus
problem. Five Greek-Cypriot and three
Turkish-Cypriot leaders attended the
first meeting in Prague on 16 May
1989 after which it was common view
of all party leaders that the meeting
proved to be very useful and constructive. They established the framework of
the bi-communal dialogue, which exists under the auspices of the Embassy
of the Slovak Republic in Nicosia for
20 years.

The Slovak Embassy bi-communal forum is the only communication channel of this kind between the leaders
and representatives of the political
parties from both communities. It represents a unique opportunity for the
participants to express their opinions
on particular issues, but also to learn
first-hand the reactions and positions
of the other parties. The fact that political party leaders from two communities are able to sit around one table
and to listen to each other is considered by all to be an essential foundation for dialogue and a tangible demonstration of their willingness to seek
a solution of their country’s national
issue.
Fourteen political parties from both
communities (eight Greek-Cypriot and
six Turkish-Cypriot parties) are involved in the bi-communal dialogue.
The parties delegate two or three
members at each meeting who present
the position of their party on a topic
suggested by the hosting party. The
hosting party (appointed through a
rotation system) introduces the topic
and the Slovak Ambassador opens the
discussion. After each meeting a Joint
Communiqué is issued. The bi-communal
dialogue meetings regularly attract
considerable media interest and are
considered very valuable by the leaders and representatives of the parties.
In the recent past the Forum developed
and implemented a number of their
own confidence building measures.
These included visits to the places of
worship of both communities, a tour
of the buffer zone in the Ledra Street
to demonstrate their support for its
opening, common social events hosted
by both communities, a bi-communal
cultural event for the young generation in the Ledra Palace, but also a

bi-communal painting exhbition, visit
to a bi-communal school, visits to
hospitals… All of these activities are
organised by the Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Cyprus, many of them
in cooperation with the peacekeeping
mission UNFICYP.
A group of members of the European
Parliament (High-Level Contact Group
for Relations with Turkish-Cypriot
community) joins the meeting of the
leaders and representatives of the political parties twice a year.
Members of “The Elders” - Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, Jimmy Carter and Lakhtar Brahimi - attended the meeting
of the leaders of the political parties
recently to demonstrate their support
to the ongoing peace negotiations.
The statement by the participants in the
first meeting 20 years ago that the bicommunal dialogue can be considered
an important instrument in building
bridges of confidence and goodwill
between the two communities is still
valid.
List of Slovak Ambassadors who
served as facilitators of the bi-communal dialogue:
Mr. Jaroslav ROMAN,
Chargé d’Affairs
1993 - 1995
Mr. Milan TANCÁR,
Ambassador
1995 - 1997
Mr. Dušan ROZBORA,
Chargé d’Affairs
1997 - 1999
Mr. Dušan ROZBORA,
Ambassador
1999 - 2002
Mr. Ján VARŠO,
Ambassador
2002 - 2007
Mrs. Anna TURENIČOVÁ,
Ambassador
2007 -

I believe that the co-founders of the bi-communal dialogue between the Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot communities have been led by the idea of returning
and maintaining lasting peace in their home country.
After years of instability, uncertainty, unsuccessful
attempts, disillusionment, vain hopes and expectations they decided to meet and initiate a dialogue on
the ground of their commitments and responsibilities
given to them by the citizens on both sides of the islands. At their first meeting the leaders of the political parties in Cyprus expressed “their sincere belief in
the usefulness of such meetings” and agreed to continue these discussions.
(Communiqué, Praque, 16 May 1989)
I am proud that my country stood at the birth of an
initiative, the ambition of which was to respond to
the desire of the Cypriot people to stabilize the situation, to return to normal life, to be secure in their
country and to live in harmony.
All those leaders and representatives of political
parties from both communities who have participated in the framework of the bi-communal dialogue
throughout the years deserve our acknowledgment
and admiration. For they have not asked – just to paraphrase the famous quote by John F. Kennedy – what
the country can do for them but instead they showed
their readiness to do everything for the interest of
their country. Because peace can not be achieved by
passivity and lack of communication. It is a product
of faith, strength, energy, will, sympathy, justice and
principles.
The participants in these regular monthly meetings

have offered not only their time but also their knowledge, their good will, their ability to find a compromise, their mutually beneficial ideas for reconstruction of trust and faith for a common peaceful
existence. The ambition of the leaders and representatives of the political parties in these meetings could
not have been to solve the Cyprus problem. They rather have focused on maintaining the dialogue, on keeping and strengthening contacts and good relations
between the two communities, on providing the right
example as the leaders of the communities for the rest
of the society and thus supporting the efforts of the
highest leaders to negotiate and find a lasting, viable and just solution of the situation in the divided Message by
H.E. Mr. Miroslav Lajčák
country.

Minister of Foreign Affairs

The Slovak diplomacy under the auspices of which of the Slovak Republic
the regular meetings in the Ledra Palace in Nicosia
take place has continued to offer its good services
during the time of the existence of the bi-communal
dialogue.
The words of appreciation by Secretary General of
the United Nations Ban Ki-Moon, the encouragement
by the distinguished “Elders”, the interest by the representatives of the European Union but especially the
gratitude and positive reception of all these activities
by the Cypriot leaders and communities prove the legitimacy and usefulness of the efforts of Slovak Ambassadors serving as the facilitators and organizers
of the Peace Dialogue. In this way, Slovakia wishes to
contribute to a process, which will bring a mutual
satisfying outcome and will lead to a future in which
all Cypriots may live in peace and harmony.

The First Communiqué
adopted by the Greek
Cypriot and Turkish
Cypriot Party
Leaders

Prague, 16th May 1989

Messages
by the Leaders of Cypriot
Political Parties
participating in the
Bi-communal Dialogue

The Fighting Democratic Movement (ADIK) wishes to express its deepest appreciation to the Government and the Embassy of the Slovak Republic
in Cyprus for their continuous interest towards
achieving rapprochement between The people of
the Greek Cypriot and the Turkish Cypriot communities. The Embassy‘s effort to bring together
the two communities has been mainly channelled
through chairing the regular monthly meetings
between the Cypriot political parties at Ledra
Palace, as well as in the planning and putting
into action various inter-communal programmes,
which are very important and have proved to be
very useful for the reunification of the people of
Cyprus. We stress the fact that we wholeheart- Message by
edly support this process, in which we participate Mr. Dinos Michaelides,
President of ADIK
actively.
(Fighting Democratic

We furthermore want to emphasize that we shall Movement)
continue to support any discussions for a solution to the Cyprus problem, provided that these
discussions are carried out with sincerity, by Cypriots for the Cypriots, without foreign intervention. Above all we believe that the solution of
the Cyprus problem must be just and lasting. Unquestionably, what is not just will not survive.
ADIKˇs unrelenting vision looks toward
a solution that would provide:
Peace, Safety, Prosperity and Brotherhood for
all Cypriots irrespective of colour, race, language, religion, gender or bodily integrity.
ADIK avails itself of this opportunity to thank
and congratulate very warmly the ambassador
of Slovakia in Cyprus Ms. Anna Turenicova for
her substantial efforts towards the reunification
of Cyprus and for a just and lasting solution of
the Cyprus problem.

This year 20 years will have elapsed since May
1989 when the first meeting between Greek Cypriot
and Turkish Cypriot parties took place in Prague.
On the one hand, this anniversary shows that the
institution of meetings between the leaders and
representatives of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot parties has withstood the test of time and
the various adversities the Cyprus problem has
gone through in its course all these years. On
the other hand, it underlines the pressing need to
solve the Cyprus problem because the passage of
time is to the detriment of Cyprus and its people.
On the 20 years since the bi-communal dialogue
waged on the level of parties, I would first like
to warmly thank former Czechoslovakia and the
Slovak Republic today, which has undertaken the
initiative and put this institution under its aegis. Cyprus, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots,
feel a deep gratitude towards all the Ambassadors, first of Czechoslovakia and then Slovakia,
for their invaluable contribution to this very
important effort for rapprochement, dialogue
and the cultivation of mutual respect between
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot political Parties. We particularly appreciate the work carried
out by the current Ambassador of Slovakia and
the great friend of the Cypriot people Mrs. Anna
Turenicova.
As AKEL, we are pleased because our Party played
a decisive role in the creation and establishment
of the institution of the meetings between the
leaders and representatives of Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriot Parties. As far as AKEL is concerned, we shall continue to actively participate

and wholeheartedly support this institution,
which has played a significant supportive role in
the efforts underway for the solution of the Cyprus problem.
The institution of the meetings between Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot Parties offers the possibility for direct contact and dialogue between the
parties on various aspects of the Cyprus problem
and on current issues. Through the discussion
waged and the different outlooks, consensus is
sought, mutual understanding is promoted and
a common reflection is conducted. Initiatives and
activities contributing to rapprochement and the
improvement in the climate between the two communities are undertaken. All of these actions undoubtedly have a positive influence on the efforts
to solve the Cyprus problem within the framework
of the United Nations. As AKEL, we reiterate our
commitment to support the efforts being made by
the President of the Republic to reach a solution
of the Cyprus problem.
I grasp this opportunity to stress once again
the steadfast commitment of AKEL towards a bizonal bi-communal federal solution with political equality as set out by the resolutions of the
United Nations; a solution with a united state,
with a single sovereignty, a single international
personality and a single citizenship; a solution
based on the resolutions of the United Nations,
the High-Level Agreements, International and European law; a solution that will free Cyprus from
the occupation and any foreign dependency and
restore the human rights and the basic freedoms
of all Cypriots.

Message by
Mr. Andros Kyprianou,
General Secretary
of the Central
Committee of AKEL
(Progressive

Party of
WorkingPeople)

Following the Greek Coup and Military interven-

tion of Turkish Troops in 1974 our country Cyprus was divided.
The division, which carries great costs for all
Cypriots still continues. The Slovak Republic has
always stood by the Cypriot people during hard
times and supported reconciliation efforts. It
has its signature beneath countless reconciliation projects between the two communities. Even
in days where it was almost impossible for members of the two communities to get together, we
were invited to Czechoslovakia and provided with
a platform where we could be together. It has
been twenty years since this meeting. Some of our
party leaders who were present on the day of the
first meeting are no longer with us today. We
honour them with respect.
Despite important changes that have occured in
the world, the Cypriot people are still forced to
live separately in a divided country. You continue
to help us bring peace and brotherhood to our
country. We sincerely thank you for this. The Cypriot people will not forget those who stood by
them during these difficult days. Our struggle
will continue for a united Cyprus that belongs
to Cypriots, in a United Europe that belongs to
the people.

Message by
Mr. Izzet Izcan,
General Secretary of BKP
(United Cyprus Party)

Cumhuriyetci Turk Partisi, CTP, (The Republican Turk-

ish Party, RTP) was established in December 1970,
seven years after the start of the Cyprus problem
and two years after the start of the first intercommunal negotiations to try to solve the Cyprus
Problem. CTP was the first political party of the
Turkish Cypriots although more were formed in the
following years.
Even though there is an important role for a parallel process of dialogue between the representatives
of the masses in support of the dialogue of the leaders this was not taking place. This was first made
possible twenty years ago by the Embassy of Czechoslavakia by inviting the leaders and representatives

of the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot political
parties to have meetings in Prague. CTP was represented in this very first meeting by our late leader
Mr. Ozker Ozgur and since then we have been a participant in these meetings at the Ledra Palace Hotel.
The bi-communal activities organised by the political parties through these meetings set a good example and support the development of cooperation
between the sides. The meetings provide a good opportunity to hear and understand each other’s sensitivities and to develop empathy. It also helps each
side to keep in touch with the public opinion and
political developments of the other side. I strongly believe that these meetings give public opinion a
clear message that whatever the prevailing political
situation in Cyprus is, dialogue between the sides
through the political parties will persist in order to
support a peaceful resolution to the problem.
As the leader of CTP, I would like to express our
gratitude to the Slovak Republic and the Slovak Embassy in Cyprus for assisting the Turkish and Greek
Cypriot political parties to work together for the
last twenty years in good faith and I would like to
express my admiration for the patience and respect
shown to us by the members of the Slovak Embassy
during the meetings.
I strongly hope that we resolve the Cyprus problem
as envisaged by the leaders in their 23 May 2008
meeting and that we continue these meetings but
with a new agenda of building up the new social,
political and economical life of a shared united Cyprus.

Message by
Mr. Ferdi Sabit Soyer,
President of CTP

(Republican Turkish Party)

Twenty years ago the Greek Cypriot and Turkish

Cypriot leaders met in Prague in an attempt to
find ways of reconciliation and rapprochement
and to establish a permanent and viable solution, which will now lead to peace and prosperity
within the European Family.
The Democratic Party expresses its gratitude to
the Slovak Republic for their initiative to invite
all the Cypriot leaders of both communities to
commemorate the event, but, above all, we feel
obliged to praise the Slovak Government and its
successive Ambassadors in Nicosia for their continuous efforts ever since, to help bring the two
Message by
communities closer.
Mr. Marios Garoyian,
We, as Democratic Party, are firmly committed to President of DIKO
a federal, bi-zonal and bi-communal Republic of (Democratic Party)
Cyprus and all our efforts are directed towards
such vision. We are striving for a reunited island
and a reunited people, whose human rights will
be safeguarded, be it for Greek Cypriots, Turkish
Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians or Latins. We
are aiming for a solution reuniting our institutions and our economy, a state with a single sovereignty, a single international personality and
a single citizenship. In other words, we desire no
more and no less than a functional and lasting
solution according to pertinent UN Resolutions,
the values and principles of the European Union
and the High Level Agreements.

The 20th Anniversary of the bi-communal dialo-

gue taking place in Cyprus under the auspices of
the Embassy of the Slovak Republic is no doubt
an opportunity for everyone to reflect on the situation in Cyprus and to realise the historic responsibilities with which we are faced.
Time is not working to the benefit of either the
Greek Cypriots or the Turkish Cypriots. The continuing division of Cyprus is very simply a looseloose situation. It can however become a win-win
situation so long as we demonstrate good will
and foresight. We should surely learn from the
mistakes of the past, but we should not be bound
by them. Now is the time to look ahead. The loud
and clear message is that the resolution of the
problem of the division of Cyprus is long overview.
In this respect, I have no hesitation at all to stress
the importance of the initiative of the Embassy of
the Slovak Republic in Cyprus. The bi-communal
dialogue has surely been a force for hope and
peace and as Cypriots we owe gratitude for the
Embassy’s dedication and commitment.
I only hope that very soon we have the chance
for one last meeting to celebrate the successful
conclusion of the Dialogue for Peace and the reunification of Cyprus.

Message by
Mr. Nicos Anastasiades,
President of DISY
(Democratic Rally)

Months before the overthrow of the Communist

regime in November 1989 in Czechoslovakia, the
bicommunal dialogue between the Greek Cypriot
and Turkish Cypriot political party leaders begun
in May at the initiative of the Czechoslovakian
embassy in Nicosia.
On January 1, 1993, the Czechoslovak state was
peacefully divided and the “Meeting of The Leaders of the Political Parties in Cyprus” organized by the Embassy of the Slovak Republic
since.

Message by
These meetings till the opening of the gates on Mr. Serdar Denktas,
April 23, 2003 provided a forum at which politi- President of DP
cians who had no contact with each other could (Democratic Party)
talk and get to know one other. Meetings included proposals providing for intercommunal cooperation in fields like culture, education, sports,
journalism, commerce, health, environment etc.
Under those circumstances, the regular get-togethers at the Ledra Palace were very helpful and
politically soothing.
These regular meetings of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot party representatives at the Ledra
Palace may have been going on for the past twenty years, but they now appear to have outlived
their initial exigency as the crossings since April
23, 2003 opened a new era in the bicommunal dialogue and contiguity between the Greek Cypriot
and Turkish Cypriot people and their political representatives.
The political leaders of the both people of the
island now enjoy the positive atmosphere in the
meetings and benefit to hear and understand
each other’s thoughts towards a reliable and
sustainable solution.

On behalf of our party, the Movement of So-

cial Democrats EDEK, I wish to congratulate the
Government of the Slovak Republic and particularly her embassy in Cyprus who for 20 years
continues the initiative for organizing regular
bi-communal meetings among the Leaders and
representatives of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot
parties, with the aim to cultivate understanding,
to keep communication through the dividing line
between the politicians of the two communities
and to preserve a positive climate which will assist and make possible a solution of the problem Message by
of Cyprus.
Mr. Yiannakis L. Omirou,
President of EDEK
EDEK participated from the beginning to these (Movement of Social Demeetings, initially in Prague in 1989 with her Pre- mocrats)
sident at the time and now honorary president,
Dr Vassos Lyssarides. We continue to participate regularly in the meetings because we consider
this institution as very useful, since the contacts
and discussions among the Cypriot parties about
aspects of the Cyprus Problem, the activities and
actions organized help to understand each others
positions and contribute to create the right climate which assists substantially the efforts to
reach a just and viable agreement.
I wish finally to congratulate personally HE the
Ambassador of Slovakia in Cyprus Mme Anna Turenicova, for her energy and commitment she put
in these procedures and for the useful work she
undertakes . We wish that these meetings and the
high level bi-communal negotiations will lead to
a just solution with the reunification of Cyprus,
without occupation which will be based on the
UN resolutions, International Law, guarantee
of Human rights of all its citizens and to be in
compliance with the democratic principles of The
European Union.

The goal of reunification for which the United
Democrats have been struggling with consistency and self sacrifice all these years, appears now
to have entered a course of materialisation.
The United Democrats welcomed the start of direct talks between the leaders of the two communities, aiming to reach an agreed solution on
the basis of a bizonal bi-communal federation
and political equality as defined in relevant UN
resolutions.
The support that the United Democrats had given
to the candidacy of President Christofias in February 2008 and the excellent relations that the
United Democrats maintain with all the Turkish
Cypriot pro-solution parties bestow upon us the
responsibility of encouraging the leaders of both
communities to respond in time to the expectations of the Cypriot people and to the historic

responsibility with which the leaders are confronted.
We, the leaders of the political parties of Cyprus, have an obligation to offer to the Cypriots
a future of peace, economic growth, prosperity,
equal opportunities, a common future in a reunited and truly European country that will utilise its multicultural nature to the benefit of its
citizens, those of Europe and of its neighbouring
countries.
The United Democrats envision with expectation
their participation in the first elections of a reunited Cyprus, together with our Turkish Cypriot
compatriots.
There is certainly more to gain in a common
homeland that participates in the building of
peace and prosperity of the wider international
community, than in the insecurity and opportunism breeding in the status quo of division.
This is the time for a new generation of policy
makers to open the way to permanent peace and
prosperity in Cyprus, to the benefit of all the Cypriots, their neighbours in the Eastern Mediterranean and of their wider European family.
We thank and congratulate the Slovak Republic
– and certainly former Czechoslovakia- for creating the opportunity for the Political Parties
of Cyprus to meet and remain engaged, through
the years, in a political dialogue over the future
of their common homeland. We have an obligation to both our hosts, our wider European family and most importantly to the Cypriots to make
this dialogue bear lasting fruit.

Message by
Mrs. Praxoula
Antoniadou Kyriacou,
President of EDI
(United Democrats)

We do have a dream for our country. We wish
to see all Cypriots, Greek and Turkish alike, developing a common sense of collective responsibility vis-á-vis our common European homeland,
our common state and a sense of a common allegiance, in a wisely structured federal partnership, which should in no way deviate from the
principles of democracy, social justice, compassion and solidarity. Citizens should be reassured
that they are part and parcel of a democratic political life, where their voice counts and their individual rights are fully respected and protected.
Unless our efforts to restore political unity on
the island succeed, the present calamitous status quo will persist. We, Cypriots, have a right
and an obligation to reclaim our country for
ourselves and to reverse the unacceptable status
quo. To this effect we are grateful to the Slovak Republic that through its Embassy in Cyprus,
at present under the able and valued leadership
of Ambassador Anna Turenicova, for continuing
their consistent policy to advance our efforts
for the realization of our dream for a solution
and reunification of our homeland, as well as
for the reversal of the present status quo.

Message by
Mr. Kypros Chrysostomides,
President of EPALXI
(Political Grouping for the
Restructuring of the Centre)

The Socialist Party of Cyprus has joined the bicommunal meetings of the Cypriot political parties, which are carried out under the auspices of
the Slovakian Embassy in Cyprus, soon after it
was established in 2002.
This year is witnessing the 20th anniversary of
these meetings, a period much longer than our
own party‘s history.
We note with regret that the Cyprus problem still
remains unsolved over these years, and that the
Message by
meeting of the parties still continues at a bi-comMr. Yusuf ALKIM,
munal level on an ethnical base.
General Secretary of KSP
Our party wishes to see the Cyprus problem to (Socialist Party of Cyprus)
be resolved on the basis of an anti-imperialist
united front government and that the dialogue
between the parties to continue not on a bi-communal and ethnic basis but on a national level of
parties organised at class bass.
Surely, we appreciate the peace promoting efforts
of the Slovak Republic, which has a long experience of socialism, which has managed to resolve
her problems with the Check Republic on a fraternal and humanitarian basis, using peaceful
means, instead of following the war mongering
methods that many other capitalist-imperialist
countries are generally practising.
This makes the Slovak Republic gain respect in the
eyes of the toiling masses of the World and the
Socialist Party of Cyprus will undoubtedly continue to support all efforts of The Slovak Republic
and their diplomatic missionaries in Cyprus towards peace and stability in our country, in the
Middle East and all over the World.

The Cyprus Green Party applauds the completion

of 20 years from the day that the meetings of
the Cypriot political parties first started (Prague 1989). For the last 5 years, we have been
participating in the activities of this bicommunal
collaboration, to be coordinated henceforth by
the Slovakian Embassy, in Cyprus. I would like to
thank the ambassadors of Slovakia who continue with patience and determination the work of
coordinator for all the contacts and meetings.
I am confident that the meetings of the representatives of the Cypriot political parties constitute
an institution of unity of the Cypriot people. I
also believe that the meetings are providing a basis for communication between the political forces of the country and strengthen the effort for
a fair and viable solution to the Cypriot problem,
without foreign armies, military bases and third
country guarantees and with complete consolidation of the human and political rights of the
citizens, without racist segregations.
I hope that these meetings and events –on the occasion of the completion of 20 years from the
beginning of the initiative- will complete their
circle with the solution of the Cyprus problem
and the implementation of the European acquis
communautaire throughout Cyprus. I would like
to thank the people and the government of Slovakia.

Message by
Mr. George Perdikis,
General Secretary of PKK
(Cyprus Green Party)

Our common island Cyprus that we never loose
our motivation to work for, deserves better future for its people.
This small island is the common country for both
Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots, unfortunately this country experienced many bad events
in the past like fights, wars, external interventions and coup’s that caused pain for both communities.
After all these painful events it is our failure, as
both sides did not manage to finalize this problem since 1963.
2004 was the milestone for the solution of the
Cyprus problem. Comprehensive plan of the UN in
2004, which is commonly known as `Annan Plan`,
was put on referendum in both side of Cyprus. The
Majority of the Turkish Cypriots voted YES and

the majority of the Greek Cypriots voted NO and
result of this great opportunity to re-unite our
island was historically missed.
Time is against the Cypriots. All Cypriots should
understand that every missed opportunity only
strengthens the possible partition of the Island.
The conditions under which the Cyprus problem
can be solved are clear nowadays. Two Cypriot
leaders agreed in 2008 to form a Federal Cyprus
based on two constituent states with political
equality, bi-communality, bi-zonality and this
Federal Cyprus will have single sovereignty and
single citizenship.
Message by
Mr. Mehmet Çakıcı,
The negotiations to find a solution of the Cyprus President of TDP
problem have started 5 months ago. We have (Social Democratic Party)
been evaluating this process with regard to the
expectation and from our point of view it goes
very slowly.
As a party we have been working so hard to affect this negotiation process positively. We hope
this time negotiation process will bring re-unification and long lasting peace to Cyprus.
We appreciate the efforts of the Embassy of the
Slovak Republic to make it possible for the two
communities to come closer. We would like to
congratulate for its extensive efforts that create
an atmosphere where Turkish Cypriot and Greek
Cypriot political parties could come together and
share their opinions. It is essential that thanks to
the coordination of the Slovak Embassy, political parties can work together and we believe it
is an important help to overcome psychological
barriers.

The New Cyprus Party was a new political party
when the Ledra Palace meetings began at the end
of 1989, but actually among the persons that facilitated the meetings with the help and mediation
of the ambassador of Czechoslovakia (A Slovak
with Czech wife) were some of the founders of
the New Cyprus Party. The only one person of the
founders of the meetings remaining today and
taking part is Mr. Alpay Durduran, the foreign
relations secretary. We are very glad to see that
the support of the Slovak Embassy and the meetings still continue.
Dialogue among Cypriots is essential and the last
referenda proved that it is indispensable. Therefore the work of the Slovak Embassy is very important and fruitful. Especially the present day
ambassadress gave a new life to the meetings and
many creative activities inspired by Her Excellency were organized by the political parties from
all Cypriots meeting.
It was unbelievable when the founders started
to meet, instigated by the Czechoslovak Embassy,
that the meetings will last to date, however, the
Slovak ambassadors kept good and close relations with the Cypriot parties and protected the
good image of neutrality and facilitated its continuity.
We, the Cypriots and peace lovers are grateful to
Slovakia and its representatives in Cyprus.
We wish to see more active Ledra Palace meetings
because it is the only political forum of the whole of Cyprus. We attribute great importance to
the endeavors of Her Excellency enlivening this
forum.

Message by
Mr. Murat Kanatli,
Secretary General of
Executive Committee of YKP
(New Cyprus Party)

Photo Gallery
and Press Coverage

The “Father“ of the framework
of the bi-communal dialogue
Ambassador Dr. Emil Keblúšek

”As a human being I was shocked
when I first came, Shocked by the
dividing line. I considered it
outdated, outrageous and
a bleeding wound on the soul”
”Being from an eastern European,
middle-sized country we thought
our effort would be
understood because we had no
ambitions other than
to be helpful”

Phileleftheros, October 1994

Yeni Demokrat, 5th October 1994

I Machi,
26th September 1995

From bi-communal meetings of the leaders
of political parties from the Greek-Cypriot and
Turkish-Cypriot communities at the Ledra Palace
(1995 - 1997)

New Year’s meeting of the leaders
of the political parties
(5th January 2002)

From bi-communal meetings of the leaders of the political parties
in Cyprus at the Ledra Palace
(6th June 2000 and 10th October 2001)

Bi-communal football matches
between mixed teams of political party leaders
(14th April 2007 and 14th July 2007)

Press Conference at the Ledra Palace
Political party leaders agreed on series of bi-communal events
(13th March 2007)

Exchange of visits to places of
worship of the two communities

Bi-communal visit to St Barnabas Church
(24th November 2007)

Bi-communal visit to the Hala Sultan Tekke Mosque
(3rd November 2007)

Tour of the Buffer Zone in old Nicosia
(6th December 2007)

Press Conference before the tour at the Ledra Palace
and tour of the Ledra Street

The family photo of the participants in the bi-communal dialogue
(19th March 2008)

Social event hosted by Cypriot political parties
and the Embassy of the Slovak Republic
(Ledra Palace, 7th May 2008)

Bi-communal presentation
of the study “The Day After”
by Greek-Cypriot and
Turkish-Cypriot authors
(Ledra Palace, 28th May 2008)

On the occasion of
THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY
EDON, NEDISY, NEDIK, EDEK-Youth, Young Ecologists,
ONED, ADIK-Youth, EPALXI-Youth
CTP-Youth, TDP-Youth, BKP-Youth, YKP-Youth, SPC-Youth and
The Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Cyprus
in cooperation with the UNFICYP
request the pleasure of your company
at a Cultural Event

United Songs For Peace
featuring groups from Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot Communities
on Sunday, 14 September, 2008
at the Ledra Palace in Nicosia
18:30 hours Beginning of the Performance
19:30 hours Arrival of the official guests
The Leaders Mr. Demetris Christofias and Mr. Mehmet Ali Talat will attend the event.
RSVP: by 10 September, 2008
Telephone: 22879681

At the bi-communal Cultural Event “United Songs For Peace”
(Ledra Palace, 14th September 2008)

“United Songs For Peace” the bi-communal choir attracts the attention of the distinguished audience

The Elders pay a visit to Cyprus
Bi-communal meeting with political party leaders
(H.E. Archbishop Desmond Tutu, H.E.
Mr. Jimmy Carter and H.E. Mr. Lakhtar Brahimi)
(8th October 2008)
Family photo

From the meeting at the Ledra Palace

Meeting of Leaders of the Political Parties in Cyprus
with Members of the European Parliament
(Ledra Palace, 17th October 2008)

Visit to the bi-communal English School in Nicosia
(26th November 2008)

Visit to the bi-communal English School in Nicosia
(26th November 2008)

The Political Parties in Cyprus
participating in the bi-communal dialogue
and
The Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Cyprus
Cordially invite you to the opening of the Bi-communal Exhibition

“ Art without Borders “
Featuring artists from Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot Communities
on Sunday, 30th November 2008 at 17:30 hrs.
at the Chāteau Status Restaurant in Nicosia
The exhibition will be opened by H.E. Mr. Ján Figeľ,
European Commissioner responsible for Education, Training, Culture and Youth
A cocktail will follow
Duration of the exhibition 30 November - 7 December 2008
RSVP: by 24 November 2008
Phone: 22 879681

Bi-communal painting exhibition
opened by H.E. Mr. Ján Figeľ, Commissioner of the EC
(30th November 2008)

Bi-communal visit of “LIVE” hospital in north of Nicosia
(6th December 2008)

Bi-communal visit of “ETIK” hospital in north of Nicosia
(6th December 2008)

Alithia,
12th November 2007

Cyprus Mail and Cyprus Weekly,
November 2007

Cyprus Mail, 7th December 2007

Cyprus Weekly
12th December 2007 and Cyprus Mail
16th January 2008

The Blue Beret Magazine,
September 2008

Kiblisli Daily News,
9th October 2008

Yeni Düzen Daily News,
22th January 2009

The Political Parties in Cyprus
participating in the bi-communal dialogue
and
The Embassy of the Slovak Republic in Cyprus
cordially invite you to public discussion

“The role of the mass media in cultivating a culture of
peaceful cohabitation
between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots
within the framework of a unified Cyprus“
Key note speakers: Hasan Kahvecioglu
Andreas Paraschos
Sevgul Uludag
Costas Yennaris

on Thursday, 26th March 2009 from 18:00 – 20:00 hrs
in the Holiday Inn Hotel in Nicosia
Simultaneous Interpretation in English Language will be provided
Refreshments will be served after the discussion
RSVP: by 25 March 2009
Phone: 22 879681

Notice

Notice
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Slovak Republic
Bratislava 2009
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