“Protect our Children”

Response to the UN Secretary-General’s Call on Countries to Prioritize
Children’s Education, Food, Health and Safety amid the COVID-19 Pandemic

Initiative launched by the EU, GRULAC and 60 Members of the Group of
Friends of Children and the SDGs

We strongly support the appeal by the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres for countries to prioritize children’s education, food, health and safety amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. In this regard, we welcome the release of the Policy Brief
of the United Nations Secretary-General as well as the complementary Agenda for
Action issued by UNICEF, which is aimed at protecting the most vulnerable
children.

We express our deep concern regarding the adverse effects that the COVID-19
pandemic is presently having and will continue to have on children’s well-being,
development and protection, including their access to education, food, safety and
health, particularly those in vulnerable situations.

We are aware that the measures introduced to prevent the spread of COVID-19 can
expose children to numerous protection risks.

We are concerned about the damaging effects the pandemic is expected to have on
children in the poorest countries, on the poorest households within countries, and on
girls within poorest households, as well as the devastating risks caused by the
pandemic for children in humanitarian and armed conflict-affected contexts.

We are mindful that the effects of the pandemic and the preventive measures taken
may pose a challenge to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
and ensuring the full enjoyment of the rights of the child. In that sense, we reiterate
our firm commitment to leave no-one behind; to leave no child behind.

We must therefore work together to protect all children and act now to prevent and
mitigate each of the risks they face, to ensure access to inclusive and quality
education, nutrition and health care, as well as strengthen social protection systems.
We must prevent and combat all forms of violence, including domestic violence,
abuse and sexual exploitation of children online and offline, cyberbullying, and
bridge the digital divide. We acknowledge the specific effects the crisis has on girls’
access to education and on gender-based violence. We should be doing everything



we can to cushion the impact on children’s well-being, especially for those whose
vulnerability has increased as a result of the current circumstances.

We commit to fully respect, promote and protect the rights of all children, reduce
the negative impacts during and after the pandemic, as well as ensure respect for the
best interests of the child while striving to take into account, where possible,
children’s views.

We recognize that children and young people are positive change agents and commit
to partner with them now and in the future, to ease the lasting impact COVID-19
will have on human health, society and the economy and secure a healthy, safe and
sustainable future and planet for all in line with the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals.

We are committed to working together in solidarity, across nations and generations,
to address global challenges. We welcome the work of the UN system working
across all settings and acting as one UN in upholding the rights of the child in the
short as well as long terms. We further commit to continue working with all partners
at all levels to ensure that children can reach their full potential and to build a better
future.
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