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Mr. Chair,

Deputy Secretary-General,
Under-Secretary-General Mr. Sha,
Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am pleased and honoured to address the openintpiof
important session of the Commission for Social Dewaent,
marking the fiftieth session of the Commission. Raif a century,
the Commission has had a central role in definimg) @ontributing to
the international debate on social development essuThe
Commission continues to follow up on the implemeata of the
Programme of Action adopted at the World Summit Swcial
Development, and has supported the Economic anidlSoauncil on
social development issues, particularly in the sred poverty
eradication, employment and social integration.

As you are all well aware, the Economic and SaoC@alincil has
been the principal forum in the United Nations fdiscussing
international economic and social development ss&nce 2007,
ECOSOC has convened Annual Ministerial Reviews 8&sess
progress towards the achievement of the MillenniDeavelopment
Goals as well as other international commitmentderia major UN
conferences and summits.



This year there will be particularly strong synesgybetween the
work of the Commission for Social Development ahd ECOSOC
high-level segment. This year's Annual MinisteriRéview focuses
on "Promoting productive capacity, employment aedemt work to
eradicate poverty in the context of inclusive, aungtble and equitable
economic growth at all levels for achieving MDGsThis is directly
linked to the Commission’s priority theme on poyestadication.

Distinguished delegates,

Since the 1995 World Summit for Social Developmeot/erty
eradication has continued to remain the overarclobgective of
national and international development efforts. Tkdlennium
Declaration further underlined the commitment s tjoal by setting
a target to halve the number of people livinge@sslthan one dollar a
day between 1990 and 2015. Despite the currentaglbbancial
crisis, this target is expected to be met at toballevel but there are
unfortunately some regions behind. Furthermorenenadble and
marginalized social groups, including persons wdikabilities, the
elderly, indigenous people, and people living imhareas, continue
to bear a disproportionate burden of poverty.

One cannot talk about poverty eradication withoughlghting
social and economic inequalities and the need feople's
empowerment and participation. The internationalncwnity has
expressed deep concern over persistent inequalietaeen and
within countries, and has recognized that combaiteguality at all
levels is essential for creating a more prosperaud sustainable
future for all. We need to redirect our focus tosgmrsocially-
inclusive policies that promote social integratiand public
participation, paying special attention to vulndeabocial groups. |
am particularly looking forward to the Commissiog@ntributions to
ECOSOC in this regard.

Distinguished delegates,



The 2012 AMR provides an important opportunity for
ECOSOC to turn a spotlight on models for economiawgh that
promote poverty eradication, job creation and dewenrk, and that
are sustainable, inclusive and equitable. Decert productive
employment has long been recognized as the mastte# measure
for poverty reduction. However, the downturn in therld economy
has only served to exacerbate the rise in unem@aym many areas
of the globe. There is therefore a greater urgeogylace a renewed
focus on the creation of jobs and in particulaccpl@amphasis on the
guality and decency of these jobs. In this time cabis, social
protection measures have become instrumental itegiog the poor
from economic hardship and building human resouirfoesfuture
growth.

Furthermore, | would like to commend the Commissfon
choosing the theme of youth poverty and unemploynme its
emerging issue. With almost one in four young woskénemployed
in developed countries, and the majority of yourgpple from
developing countries working in the informal ecorgrthe world is
experiencing a youth unemployment crisis, whichher propagates
social unrest and instability. Hence, the youtH wliay a central role
in the various social movements calling for demograequal
opportunities and better employment. | am lookiogwlrd to the
Commission’s debate on this emerging issue and pbécy
recommendations that will provide input into ECOSOC

Distinguished delegates,

As attention is turned towards the Rio+20 confeeeand
sustainable development issues, it is imperativat timere is
continued emphasis on the importance of the eradicaof
poverty and inequality, job creation and socialusion to ensure
the future sustainability of our world. These c@®ues must also



remain a focus when defining a development fram&wayond
2015.

Therefore, | encourage you to further strengtheur géforts in
finding resolutions for these issues as you crgiblcy outcome
on poverty eradication in the days ahead. This Cimsion has an
Important role to play in making poverty eradicatiahe
centerpiece of economic, social and environmerdbtips. As the
outcome documents from this Commission will be siiiech to
ECOSOC, you now have an opportunity to influences th
development debate, including the upcoming Rio+@0ference
and the preparation for the post-2015 developmgenda.

| am also certain that the Commission will playesen greater
role and provide an important forum for debate astanable
development and on the international developmeehadg beyond
2015.

Given the mutually reinforcing messages of povergdication,
decent work, and inclusive, sustainable and egleitglowth, | can
assure you that the policy outcomes from this Cossion will be
given full consideration during the discussionshat ECOSOC high-
level segment.

| look forward to the productive outcome of thdiéth session
of the Commission, and look forward to further diny upon the
recommendations within ECOSOC. | also wish you gse@cess as
you engage in the tasks ahead.

Thank you.



