slovakia
WEALTH IN DIVERSITY

DISCOVER SLOVAKIA
The Slovak Republic is a dynamic Central European country
and a European Union member state.
Slovakia’s wealth lies in its diversity: whatever you may be
looking for, Slovakia has it. Discover this gem at the heart
of Europe and make sure you don’t miss out on a single natural
attraction, except perhaps the sea.

A WELCOMING COUNTRY
Slovakia has some of the richest natural features in Europe. It has
9 national parks and 14 protected landscape areas. It also has a large
number of natural species as well as biotopes and geotopes. Much of
Slovakia is mountainous – beautiful forests cover more than 40% of the
countryside. It is a wonderful place to enjoy summer and winter holidays
alike. There are about 12,000 km of marked trekking paths and an everexpanding cycle network connects Slovakia to the main European cycle
paths.
Slovakia is also a skier’s paradise. Modern resorts provide snow-covered
ski slopes, cable cars and ski tows.
Experience a traditional way of life in Slovakia and try home-made
specialties. Discover the different ways of getting to know the country,
such as wine routes, cycling trips or luxurious boat trips linking the
countries along the Danube River.
Slovakia has more than 1,200 thermal and mineral springs. Throughout
the year tourists come from all over the world to visit the 19 natural
healing spas or the 29 thermal aqua parks and swimming pools.

HOW TO GET HERE
Slovakia is part of the European Schengen Area. A common visa policy
and the free movement of people apply to its territory.

BY PLANE
Bratislava airport (BTS), Košice airport (KSC),
Vienna airport (VIE).
Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia,
is easily accessible by bus directly from Vienna airport.
It takes approximately 45 minutes.
BY TRAIN
There are direct connections linking Bratislava with
Vienna, Prague and Budapest.
BY BUS
There are direct buses connecting Bratislava with major
European cities, including London.

BY BOAT
There are direct connections linking Bratislava with
Vienna and Budapest via the Danube River.
BY CAR
Bratislava is uniquely located in Europe. It is well served
by motorways and can easily be reached from major
European cities.
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BRATISLAVA: THE CAPITAL
Experience Bratislava – “The beauty on the Danube River”. The city
stretches out below the foothills of the Small Carpathian mountains and
sits astride Europe’s most important commercial waterway. Bratislava
is one of the modern world’s youngest capitals and is proud of its histo
ry. Visitors are attracted to the city by the intimacy of its historic centre
whose narrow streets pay tribute to the coronation of Maria Theresa,
an enlightened monarch of the Habsburg dynasty.
Today the city bustles with vibrant life and stimulating cultural events.
Its most popular dominant monuments are Bratislava Castle, St. Mar
tin’s Cathedral, the Primatial Palace, the Old Town Hall, and Slavín War
Memorial. The Coronation Celebrations, the Bratislava VIVA Musica
Festival and the Christmas Market are just a few of the cultural and
historical events deserving a mention.

CULTURAL HERITAGE
Slovakia is a country in which cultural traditions abound. Its cultural
monuments are testimony to the country’s historical place at the heart
of Europe, a crossroads of many different influences, and artistic and
cultural movements.
Many of its cultural monuments feature on the UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage list, including the Historic Town of Banská Štiavnica, Levoča,
Spišský hrad and their associated cultural monuments, the Folk
Architecture Reservation in Vlkolínec, Bardejov Historical Town Centre
and the Wooden Churches of the Slovak Carpathian Arc.
Košice, Slovakia’s second largest city, takes great pride in its cathedral,
the largest in Slovakia. St. Elisabeth’s Cathedral has many wonderful
features, such as its unique altar and solar clock dating from 1477. Košice
is the first Slovak city to have been awarded the title of European Capital
of Culture.
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MODERN SLOVAKIA
Modernity – this key word characterizes contemporary Slovakia. It
expresses the country’s dynamics and defines its national and cultural
identity. Intertwined with tradition, modernity represents an important
and unique connection for Slovakia.

OUR PEOPLE – OUR TREASURE
Slovakia is a country of flexible, skilled and creative people, who follow
in the historical footsteps of important Slovak scientists and inventors,
such as Jozef Murgaš (wireless telecommunication pioneer), Maxmilián
Hell (astronomer, mathematician and physician), and Aurel Stodola (the
theory of steam and gas turbines).
The Slovak Republic has one of the most dynamic GDP growth rates
in the Euro area. Thanks to extensive structural economic reform,
Slovakia has won the favour of investors interested in the country’s
positive economic and tax system and qualified workforce. Slovakia
has the biggest per capita car production in the world (www.oica.net).
Internationally renowned cars are manufactured here by Volkswagen
Slovakia, PSA Peugeot Citroen Slovakia, and Kia Motors Slovakia.
The electro-technical industry is the second most powerful Slovak
industrial sector and is the second largest employer and exporter. The
following global brands are associated with Slovakia: Siemens Slovakia
– telecommunications technology, Samsung Electronics Slovakia, Osram
Slovakia, Philips Slovakia, and Foxconn Slovakia.

A TASTE OF SLOVAKIA
Slovakia is well placed to satisfy the most demanding culinary connoisseur.
The most typical Slovak dish is “bryndzové halušky so slaninou” (Bryndza
gnocchi with diced bacon), washed down with thick “žinčica” (a fermented
sheep’s milk whey drink, like sour buttermilk) served in a carved wooden
mug. Many other Slovak dishes are well worth trying, for example, lard and
onion on bread, homemade cheeses, traditional bean or garlic soup served
in a small round loaf of bread called a “bosniak”. To end on a sweet note, try
the first Slovak product to gain protected origin, Skalica Trdelník, a kind of
cake. The goose feast season, celebrated mainly in the village of Slovenský
Grob, is a great gastronomic experience. This culinary feast is best topped
off with a fine Slovak wine from a selection beginning with those produced
in the Tokaj region in south east Slovakia to those from the Small Carpathian
winemaking region in the west.

CONTACTS
Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
Department of Public Diplomacy:
www.mzv.sk
Ministry of Transport and Construction of the Slovak Republic:
www.slovakia.travel
Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency:
Bratislava Tourist Board:

www.sario.sk

www.visitbratislava.eu

National Bank of Slovakia: www.nbs.sk
Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic:

www.statistics.sk
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