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|. GENERAL MEASURESOF IMPLEMENTATION
A. Introduction

1. The Slovak Republic became a State partii@aConvention on the Rights of the Child
(hereinafter referred to dse “Convention”) on 28 May 1993 effective from 1 January 1993 due
to succession after the separation of the CzedtSéovak Federal Republic. In accordance with
article 44 of the Convention,@lSlovak Republic (hereinafter also referred to as the

“Slovak Republic”) has the obligation to submit - through the Secretary-General of the

United Nations - a report on the measures adoptethi@ effective the rights recognized therein
and on the progress made on the enjoyment of those rights. The Committee on the Rights of the
Child (hereinafter referred to as the ‘i@mittee”) considered the initial report of the

Slovak Republic on the Convention at its twenfirfsession in Genevan 3 October 2000 and
then adopted the concluding observations thefbereinafter referred to as “concluding
observations”).

2. This second periodic reportefieinafter referred to as the “report”) submitted by the
Slovak Republic covers thened 2001-2005. The report was prepared by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of LabouSocial Affairs and the Family of the

Slovak Republic in coopetian with relevant minigies and other relewa State authorities on
the basis of United Nations General Guidelioescerning the formral content of periodic
reports submitted by the Statestfs to the Convention under at&ei4, paragraph 1 (b), of the
Convention (CRC/C/58/Rev.1) in compliance with the general observations of the Committee
and specific observations resulting therefromadadition to individual ministries and other
relevant State authorities, the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights, an independent
institution performing tasks in the area of human rights (more details on the activities of the
Slovak National Centre fdduman Rights in the field of the rights of the child are found in
paras. 6, 7 and 25), the Office of the Pleniptiten of the Governmentif the Slovak Republic
for Roma Communities and foapn-governmental organizations - the Slovak Committee for
UNICEF, the Slovak Humanitarian Council, tRévrat Civic Association and the Equal
Opportunities Centre - pacipated in the drafting proceésiore details on the cooperation with
NGOs can be found in paras. 26 - 37). Thespairthe text that respond directly to the
concluding observations appear in bold.

3. In the period covered by the present report, significant reforms were implemented in
most areas of the life of the Slovak society ey were also reflected in adopted legal acts
mainly in the field of educatiosocial security, health care nfdy law, criminal law, access to
information and public administration. In tBé&ovak legal system, the rights of the child
enshrined in the individual articles of the Convention are mainly laid down in these laws:
Act No. 36/2005 Coll. on the family and on theeaxdment of certain laws amending also
Act No. 99/1963 Coll. the Civil Procedure Coale amended; Act No. 305/2005 on social and
legal protection of childreand social guardianship; Act No. 452/2004 Coll. on substitute
subsistence; Act No. 311/2001 Coll. thebbar Code; Act No. 300/2005 Coll. the Criminal
Code; Act No. 301/2005 Coll. the Criminal Prdoee Code, as well as in other laws and
generally binding legal acts.
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4, In addition to the Convention on the Rigbfghe Child, the Slovak Republic is also
bound by other internationabrventions ratified in 2001 ar&D02, which further develop the
principles contained in the Convention in gnéficant manner and which represent the most
modern and most effective standard of childt@ction in the international context. They
include:

e The Convention on the Civil Aspects loternational Cihd Abduction of
25 October 1980, in effect in thed8bhk Republic from 1 February 2001,

e The European Convention on Recognition Bnforcement of Desions concerning
Custody of Children and on Restorationtfstody of Children of 20 May 1980, in
effect in the Slovak Replib from 1 September 2001;

e The Convention on the Protection of Cindd and Co-operation in Respect of
Intercountry Adoption of 29 May 1993, effect in the Slovak Republic from
1 October 2001;

e The Convention on Jurisdiction, Applided_aw, Recognition, Enforcement and
Co-operation in respect of Featal Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of
Children of 19 October 1996, in effantthe Slovak Republic from 1 January 2002.

5. Act No. 136/2003 Coll. and Act No. 365/2004 Coll. on equal treatment in certain
areas and on protection against discrimination, and on amendmentsto certain acts (the
Anti-Discrimination L aw) amended Act No. 308/1993 Coll. on the Slovak National Centre
for Human Rightsas an initiative of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of the
Slovak Republic for European Integration, Human Rightsand Minorities, Human Rights
and Minorities Section of the Office of the Government of the Slovak Republic and the
Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic. Pursuant to these amendments, the Slovak
National Centrefor Human Rights has the obligation to draft and elabor ate an annual
national human rightsreport on the Slovak Republic that also covers compliance with the
rights of the child before 31 January of the previousyear. The main tasks of the Slovak
National Centrefor Human Rightsinclude, in particular, monitoring and evaluating
human rights and equal treatment principle compliance under the Anti-Discrimination

L aw; collecting and providing infor mation on racism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism upon
request; performing research and surveysto have data on human rights; collecting and
disseminating information in this area; preparing training activities and participating in
awar eness-raising campaigns aimed at promoting tolerance in society; providing legal
assistanceto victims of discrimination and expressions of intolerance; publishing expert
opinions on matters concer ning compliance with the principle of equal treatment, and upon
request by natural personsor legal entitiesor on itsown initiative; and rendering human
rights services.

6. In 2005 the Slovak National Centrefor Human Rights drafted and implemented the
Rights of the Child Monitoring Project focusing on:

e Monitoring the process of mediating substitute family carefor children given to
pre-adoption care or being adopted under the Convention on Protection of
Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry Adoption;
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e Monitoring custodial measur es enforcement in the education and upbringing
provided by youth diagnostic centres, re-educational homesfor children and
youth and youth re-educational homes,

e Monitoring mandatory vaccination of children in the context of the ongoing
health-care system reform with a special focus on the vaccination of children
belonging to the Roma minority;

e Monitoring placement of children in special schoolswith a particular focus on
children belonging to the Roma minority.

The Slovak National Centre for Human Rights updated the 2006 Rights of the Child
Monitoring Project and itspriorities. 1n 2006, the Rights of the Child Monitoring Project
will focus on:

e Monitoring compliance with theright of children placed under institutional care
or in foster careto seetheir parents;

e Monitoring compliance with the child’sright to express higher viewsfreely in
all matters affecting him/her;

e Monitoring the protection of the child against violence;

e Monitoring compliance with theright to education concer ning the children of
aliensliving in theterritory of the Slovak Republic.

The priorities of the 2006 monitoring of the rights of the child were subjected to an expert
community discussion, and itsfindings and resultswill form a part of the 2006 Human
Rights Report: Slovak Republic. Therights of the child monitoring projects are available
on the website of the Centre at www.snglp.sk.

7. The Slovak National Centrefor Human Rightsincluded a separate part on “The
Rights of the Child”, presenting theresults of monitoring for thefirst timein the 2005
Human Rights Report on the Slovak Republic. Pursuant to the law, the 2005 Human
Rights Report on the Slovak Republicis available on the website of the Centre:
www.snslp.sk. (See the concluding observationglud Committee, paras. 9 and 10.)

8. In the area of the protection of human rights, and therefore also the rights of the child, the
National Council of the SlovaRepublic adopted Act No. 365/20@ll. on equal treatment in

some areas, and on protectiomiagt discrimination, and on amenents to certain acts (the
Anti-Discrimination Law), effective 1 July 2004l his Act provides for ta application of the

principle of equal treatment and lays down the reesdriegal protection in cases of violation of

this principle. The law lays down the prin@pf equal treatment iabour relations, social

security, health care, and provision of edlion, goods and services, where any type of
discrimination is prohibited. The adoption of #heti-Discrimination Act fully incorporated into



CRCI/C/SVK/2
page 8

the Slovak legislation two important Eypean Communities directives: Council

Directive 2000/43/EC of 29 Jura®00 implementing the principtef equal treatment between
persons irrespective of ratior ethnic origin and @uncil Directive 2000/78/EC of

27 November 2000, establishing a general fraarkvor equal treatmenh employment and
occupation.

9. In itsresolution No. 837 of 7 August 2002, the Gover nment of the Slovak Republic
approved the 2002-2004 National Plan of Action for Children aiming at further
implementation of obligationsresulting from the Convention. The objective of the National
Plan of Action for Children was mainly to contribute to building and developing a
consistent and effective system for the protection of therightsand interests of children.
Governmental and non-gover nmental entities participated in the implementation of the
tasks specified in the Action Plan and, in addition to the conceptual and legislative nature,
thetasks also had the natur e of specific measures adopted by the individual task
performersin theinterest of protecting therights of the child and education in the area of
therights of the child. TheMinistry of Labour, Social Affairsand Family of the

Slovak Republic, which prepared itsimplementation report, was the lead coordinator of
the National Plan of Action for Children. The Government of the Slovak Republic took
note of theimplementation report on 17 August 2005.

10.  In December 2005, the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the Analysis of
Child’s Rights Protection Efficiency | mprovement document that envisagesthe
establishment of a separate legal institution of a child’srights defender, in harmony with
itsintention to enhance the protection of therightsof the child. Considering that
parliamentary electionswill be held in June 2006, it can be assumed that the legal
institution of the child’srights defender will be established in the coming term of the
Government. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, para. 12.)

11. Pursuing the objective of improving coaraion in the fight against trafficking in
persons, including children, an expert grouptfa prevention of and support to victims of
trafficking was established in 2005. The corssion is established at the Council of the
Government of the Slovak Repubfar Crime Prevention. On 1 October 2005, the Minister for
the Interior of the Slovak Republic appointed #ioral coordinator for this area. The objective
of the expert group was to achéethe development of the Naial Action Plan for the Fight
against Trafficking in Human Beings inclady Children. The 2006-2007 National Action Plan
for the Fight against Trafficking in Human Beingas approved in Gowement resolution No. 3
of 11 January 2006. With its resolutiom Nt23 of 10 May 2006, the Government of the
Slovak Republic expressed itsnsent with the adoption ofd@ncil of Europe Convention on
Action against Trafficking in Human Beings.

B. Optional Protocolsto the Convention on the Rights of the Child

12. The Slovak Republic signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography on 30
November 2001 and ratified it on 25 June 2004.

13. The Slovak Republic signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict on 30 November 2001. When
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depositing the instrument of ratification of the Slovak Republic to the Optional Protocol in
June 2004, the absence of a declaration under article 3, paragraph 2, of the Optional
Protocol stipulating that, upon ratification of or accession to the present Protocol, each
State party shall deposit a binding declaration setting forth the minimum age at which it
will permit voluntary recruitment into its national armed for ces and a description of the
safeguardsit has adopted to ensurethat such recruitment isnot forced or coerced, was
detected. The Government of the Slovak Republic approved the above declaration with its
resolution No. 290 of 5 April 2006, and the National Council of the Slovak Republic gaveits
consent with resolution No. 2205 of 20 April 2006. Currently, the process of coming into
force of this Optional Protocol istaking placein the Sovak Republic. (See the concluding
observations of the Committee, para. 53.)

C. Reporting on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the concluding
observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child

14. The Slovak Republic raises awareness of the principles and provisions contained
in international human rightsinstruments, including the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, by performing tasks and activities also contained in the 2000-2001, 2002-2003,
2004-2005 and 2006-2008 Action Plansfor the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination,
Racism, Xenophobia, Anti-Semitism and Other Expressions of Intolerance. The action
plans are the only comprehensive and systematic tool of the Gover nment of the

Slovak Republicin the area of preventing discrimination and intolerance. The decision of
the Government to be activein the area of preventing all forms of intolerance and
discrimination isan expression of its effort to cooperate with NGOs, the Slovak National
Centrefor Human Rights, and other entitiesin thisarea.

e The 2000-2001 Action Plan focused on theincreasein the level of awar eness of
Slovak citizensin the area of human rightsin the context of the current
United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education and also on the prevention
of these negative phenomena and the strengthening of legal awar eness among
Slovak citizensin the area of the effective use of protective measures.

e The 2002-2003 Action Plan focused on preventing negative phenomena such as
discrimination, racism, xenophobia, and related intolerancein society and on
strengthening the legal awar eness among Slovak citizensin the area of the
effective use of protective measures.

e The 2004-2005 Action Plan mainly focused on systematic education of persons
belonging to professional groupswho are ableto influence the prevention of all
forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other
expressions of intolerancein the exercise of their profession; systemic education
and opinion-making activities of therepresentatives of State administration and
municipality and primary school pupils and secondary school studentswith
respect to migrants; social and cultural activitieson human rightsand
prevention of all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and



CRCI/C/SVK/2
page 10

other expressions of intolerance. ThisAction Plan isthe response by the
Slovak Republic to the declaration of the Second United Nations Decade for
Human Rights Education 2005-2014 and Slovakia’sobligations arising from its
member ship in the European Union and other international organizations.

e The 2006-2008 Action Plan will continuethe effortsto improve the awar eness of
Slovak citizensin the area of human rights, in the effective implementation of
anti-discrimination legislation, and addressing the situation of migrantsin
Slovakia and other specific activitiesin the area of preventing negative
phenomena in society. Itsprioritiesarefurther activitiesin the area of
preventing extremism and anti-Semitism mainly by educating professional
groups. Thereason for these additional activitiesistherecent trend towards
increased expressions of extremism, and also the fact of Slovakia’s membership
in the Task Forcefor International Cooperation on Holocaust Education,
Remembrance, and Research (ITF) on 15 November 2005. The focuson
education is a continuation of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights
Education. In thiscontext, one of the objectives of the Action Plan isto ensure
cooper ation with the newly established National Commission for Human Rights
Education at the Slovak National Centre for Human Rights.

15. Information on the principles and provisions of the Convention, and human rights
issuesin general, isalso covered in the methodological materialsissued by methodological
educational centresdirectly managed by the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic.
The methodological materialsfully implement, in particular, paragraph 16 of the
Committee's concluding obser vations concer ning the enhancement of the Government’s
efforts and the development of systematic and continuing educational programmeson the
Convention for all groups of professionals working with and for children. (See the
concluding observations of the Committee, para. 16.)

16.  Reporting on the principlesand individual provisions of the Convention and its
application in practiceisalso a part of the activitiesimplemented by, for example, the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and non-gover nmental or ganizations (NGOS)
such as Usmev ako dar among others. (See the concluding observations of the Committee,
para. 54.)

D. Education of professional groupsin thefield of therightsof the child
(See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 15 and 16.)

17.  Ensuring systematic, specialized education of professionalsworking with and for
children in various areas resulted from the tasks adopted within the 2002-2004 National
Plan of Action for Children. Systematic human rights education focused on child
protection and has become a part of the centrally organized sectoral education and training
and education of judges, judge candidates, staff of remand and imprisonment
establishments, prosecutors and prosecutor candidates, social workers, educational staff
and teachers, police officersworking with the youth, and other experts.
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18. Theeducation and/or training of staff workingin social services establishments- the
head of the establishment, his’her deputy, head nurse, head of education, social worker -
includesthe area of the protection of human rights and freedoms, including child’srights
and their enforcement in practice. The prerequisitefor the performance of their job is
compliance with special qualification requirements, including knowledge of the
Convention. Theenforcement of the Convention in a specific establishment is, inter alia, a
sinequa non for the performance of activities by the social services establishments.

19. Issues linked with the rights of the chilttlghuman rights in general are developed well
and prudently in further education programmes for teachers and educators. Each year, these
programmes are adjusted according to the needs and requirements of teachers. Topics
concerning terrorism and humaghts violations, minority sttus in Slovakia, waves of

European migration in the twentieth century and their impact on human rights are interwoven in
the individual subjects (e.g. histoggciety and civics). The training for teachers of society and
civics focuses on more extensive 30 to 40-lmogrammes of comtuous education called

Human Rights at Schools; Violence and Discriation in a Slightly Different Way; On Our

Way to a Multicultural Society; and We Are Europeans.

20. Methodological Educational Centres (hereinafter referred toas“MEC”) present
human rightsto new teachersand teachers specializing in thistopic in workshops under
the Charter of Rightsand Freedom, Convention on the Rights of the Child with
Application in Practice training package. Primary and secondary school teachersreceive
basic documentson therights of the child. Schools have methodological materials on
human rights education issued by an individual MEC and cooperating NGOs. Specific
human and child’srights education eventsfor teachersand educators, educational and
organizational instructionsissued by the Ministry of Education for schools and educational
establishments and public and administration and municipality in the sector of education
for the relevant school-year encourage schools and their founding entitiesto systematically
monitor compliance with the principles of democracy, equality and freedom.

21.  Training of police officers, who particigain the implementation of prevention projects
at schools, to work with youth is carried authe framework of cooperation between the police
and primary and secondary schools througtPiblece Force Academy in Bratislava and the
Secondary Police Force Vocational School in KoSice.

22.  Training events concer ning human rights, rights of the child and treatment of
children, and victims of domestic violence and crime areincluded in the plan of centrally
organized instruction and education of the Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic
annually and implemented in cooperation with civil associations and foreign

institutions.

23.  Startingin 2000, the Government of Slovakia approved their short-term (biannual)
strategies and action plansfor the prevention of all forms of discrimination, racism,
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other expressions of intolerance, with the objective of
eliminating and preventing expressions of discrimination in society. Action plansfocus
on:
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e Intensifying systematic education of member s of groups of professionals who
have influence on the prevention of all forms of discrimination, racism,
xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other expressions of intolerancein the cour se of
their job (they include mainly officers of the police force, border and alien
police, teachersand educators and futureteachersand educators, judges, judge
candidates, officers of the Corps of the Prison and Court Guard of the
Slovak Republic, prosecutorsand prosecutor candidates, armed for ces and the
staff of the Officesfor Labour, Social Affairsand Family, journalistsfrom the
print media, private and public audio-visual media, public and civil servants,
and secondary school and university students);

e Systematic education and opinion-making activity of professional groups and the
publicin the area of preventing discrimination with respect to migrants;

e Intensifyingthefight against extremism by preparing and applying legislation,
improving the efficiency of detecting, investigating, proving and sanctioning
racially or other intolerance-motivated crime by systematic education and
opinion-making activitiesin the field of extremism prevention;

e Intensifying monitoring, systematic education and opinion-makingin the
prevention of anti-Semitism;

e |Implementing activities aimed at addressing the challenges of disadvantaged
groupsin the population;

e Supporting cultural and social sciences activities concerning compliance with
human rights and prevention all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia,
anti-Semitism, and other expressions of intolerance.

(For more details on action plans, see para. 14 above.)

24.  The Migration Office of the Ministry for éinterior (hereinafter referred to as the
“Migration Office”) has responsibility for increagjrthe level of legal awareness and compliance
with human rights with respect to asylueegers and persons granted asylum. In 2002-2003,
the Migration Office, in cooperation with tf#tovak Humanitarian Coul@nd the Association

of Supervisors and Social Advisors, an ediocel institution, implemented the “Training of
social skills for workers of first contact with asylum-seekers” project of 90 lessons. The
Migration Office in cooperation with the Ot of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), relevant State admintstraauthorities and NGOs also participate in
activities linked with the prevention of crime, pestion of possible trafficking in human beings
as well as projects for the prevention of gemidased violence in asylum establishments.

25. Initsresolution No. 446 of 13 May 2004, the Gover nment of the Slovak Republic
tasked the Minister of Education of the Slovak Republic with ensuring the elabor ation of
the 2005-2014 Human Rights Education Action Plan according to the United Nations
Guidelines. According to its obligation expressed by the Slovak Republic during the first
United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004) in the evaluation
guestionnaire prepared by the Slovak Republic and submitted to the United Nations, the
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National Commission for Human Rights Education should be the coordinator of National
Plan implementation. The National Commission for Human Rights Education having a
supraministerial and suprasectoral naturewas established at the Slovak National Centre
for Human Rightson 3 January 2006. The Commission held itsfirst meeting on 15 March
2006. Thefact that the Slovak National Centre for Human Rightsis an independent
organization established by law is reason enough to believe that the National Commission
for Human Rightsisestablished in compliance with the United Nations guideline
envisaging the establishment of such acommission. In the Slovak Republic, the
Commission isan independent professional body for human rights education and is active
in drafting and coor dinating the National Action Plan for Human Rights Education. The
Commission performstasksin thefield of human rights education and for thispurposeit is
responsible mainly for coordinating a basic study on the human rights education situation
in the Slovak Republic, for identifying objectives, measures, evaluation and sour ces of
funding, for coordinating theimplementation of the National Plan in the interest of
efficient and effective use of funds from institutions participating in theimplementation of
the National Plan, for regular evaluation and control of theimplementation of the National
Plan, regular revision, review, amending the content and changing activitiesin the National
Plan. The Commission cooperates with State authorities, territorial municipal bodies,
interest municipal bodies, and other publicinstitutionsand NGOs activein thefield of
human rightsto ensureimplementation of itstasks. The Commission can cooper ate with
national commissions of United Nations Member States established for the implementation
of United Nations human rights education programmes and/or foreign regional institutions
and NGOs activein human rightseducation. At itsfirst session, the Commission adopted a
resolution under which a five-member working group was established to elabor ate
methodology (before 30 May 2006) for drafting a basic study on the situation of human
rights education in the Slovak Republic. The next session of the Commission will be held in
June 2006.

E. Cooperation with NGOs

26. In drafting policies, strategies, action gamd legal acts and in implementing them, in
particular in the field of substitute family care, social and legal protection of children and social
guardianship, State authorities cooperate with NGOsSecin, Usmev ako dar, Navrat,

Rozum a cit, Association of Social Field Workers, Assation of Advisorsand Supervisors, and
non-State entities that are founding entitieaai-State establishments - crisis centres,

children’s homes and sociaintegration centres.

27. NGOs and other entitiegudia proti rasizmu, Milan Simeka Foundation, Slovak
Humanitarian CouncilSpolocnost fudi dobrej vole, Clovek v ohrozeni Civil Association,
Slovak Helsinki CommittedyIPC PreSov, Obcan a demokracia, Transparency International,
Katedra Foundation, Slovakealth Care UniversitypylEMO 98, Barok Film, UNICEF Slovakia,
UNESCO (UNESCO Associated I8mls project), and the Slovalational Centre for Human
Rights - participate in drafting action plans tbe prevention of aflorms of discrimination,
racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and otlvepressions of intolerance.

28. During the entire period of the new family law drafting, Wsenev ako dar Civil
Association was also actively cooperating wite Ministry of Justice of the Slovak Republic.
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29. Since 2001, the Ministry of Education hasrbenplementing an extensive system of
partnership-based cooperatiorthwnon-profit child and youth organizations. On the basis of
this partnership, the representatives of childned youth organizations participate directly in
drafting and implementing policies, analyses aation plans. The basic document of this
partnership is the State Child and Youth Botoncept until the year 2007 that resulted from
broad consultations with the rgsentatives of non-profit orgaaitions and researchers working
with young people. Action plans of theil@inen and Youth Policy are drafted with the
participation of NGOs annuallyThe technical coordinator of this cooperation is the Youth
Council of Slovakia, an umbrel@rganization of children andwyth associations, which has the
status of a Ministry of Edzation Official Partner for workvith children and youth. The
cooperation of regional ydutcouncils with higher territorialnits developed in the context of
decentralization. A similar coogsion has also been taking place with the Association of
Information and Counselling Youth Centres,usmbrella organization of youth and children
counselling centres.

30. The 2005-2014 National Human Rights EdiocaPlan, approved at the operative

meeting of the Minister of Education orF8bruary 2005, recommends that, in addition to

schools, non-profit organizations spaided in human rights aldme organizers of activities for

pupils to deepen and expand their human rights knowledge, skills and attitudes. The experience
shows that the success and effect of such gations are significantly higher. The schools
cooperate mainly with th®bcan a demokracia, Amnesty International, UNICEF and

M. Smecka Foundation, a non-profit organization.

F. Subsidy support to NGOs

31. In the field of its competence, the MinistrfyLabour, Social Affairs and Family of the
Slovak Republic annually grantsissidies from the proceedslofteries and similar games in

the amount of approximately SKK 70 million taumicipalities, higher teitorial units, civil
associations providing genesalbeneficial services, and registered churches or religious
organizations performing tasks from the Comprehensive Development Programme for Roma
Settlements. Every year, the Ministry grants subsidies for humanitarian purposes to natural
persons, NGOs, or civil associations ammgto SKK 30-40 million, whereas SKK 2-4 million
of this amount go to civil associations whasee activity focuses exclusively on children and
youth.

32.  State administration in sports and the codjmeravith NGOs in sports are legislated in

Act No. 288/1997 Coll. on physical culture, asesmtied. The law specifies tasks for State
administration authorities and maipal bodies in the field of physical culture, and regulates
relations between State administration authorities and physical culture associations. State care
and the protection of the rights of the chitthcerning the developmeaf talent and child

interest activity in sports aderived from this law. This area is also regulated in school
legislation - school acts andrgaent implementing regulations.

33.  The Ministry of Education has an adead system of support in place for NGOs where
the representatives of children and youth orgdioma decide on applications for grants. This
system of support makes use of the educatiop@ca®f having responsibility for a decision in
the area of financial supporAt the same time, it is a gestrong phenomenon of youth
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participation in the decision-making processethefr direct concern. The support applies to
more than 70 NGOs working with children and yoat the national, regional and local levels
and is provided annually.

34. The Ministry of Education has implemenfgdgrammes of support to NGOs for a long
time and, in this framework, the Ministry gra@tate subsidies to national, regional and local
associations engaged in regular work with aleitdand youth, thus contributing to sound leisure
time spent and development of skills needed fonalzatic participationIn addition, it grants
subsidies to capital investmentgiwthe aim of giving support tthe institutional sustainability
of children and youth organizations. Fifty-two entities, of which 43 were civil associations
(7 nationwide, 3 supraregional, 17 regionadl 46 local) applied tthe 2005 programme of
financial support to non-pfit children and youth organizatiangn 2005, the five associations
with the highest approved subsidies includ&tbvak Scouting (20.3 per cent of the approved
subsidy),Domka - Association of Salean Youth (12.1 per cen®RKo (11.9 per cent),
Association of Christian Youth Communities{ per cent) and AMAVET (6.0 per cent). The
Association of Salesian YouttDomka, having a supraregional scope of action, is among the
five associations with the highest apprdweibsidy. The total amount of approved

subsidies was SKK 66,444,560. In the period from 2001 to 2005, it increased by

SKK 17,450,323 (35.6 per cent); it grew in the entire reported period except for 2004.

35. In the period 2001-2004, subsidies from the Minisfrigducation to civil associations of
children and youth were granted pursuarGtodeline of the Ministry of Education

No. 999/2001-72 on the financial support to cigtaciations of children and youth. Since 2004
financial support to chilén and youth civil associatiohas been provided according to the
Conditions of 2004-2007 Finaiat Support to Work with Children and Youth

(2007 No. CD 2004-11300/22689-1:12) under th@sdditle of the Programme of Support to
Children and Youth Civil Associations. The olijee of the support to children and youth civil
associations is to support systgi and regular educational wonlth children and youth in

civil associations. The Progreme of Support to Children andMth Civil Associations has the
task of creating conditions for sgmatic and regular work witthildren and youth, education on
active citizenship and democracy, developmemhilfiren and youth participation in society,
development of volunteerism, imgvement of profesionalism of volunteei@nd professionals
working with children and youth, increasing knodde of children and youth civil associations
and of their activities for children and youth, and development of international activities in the
area of youth policy.

36. Support to civil associations in the period 2001-2005:

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
National 27543509 29128130 32893182 30341|886 40415770
Supraregional 9802 226 7219483 13449501 14850520 11987 706
Regional 3930 329 5939 206 6 328 433 6677367 11663 765
Local 7718173 5519 2583 3 449 884 7290 227 2377|319
Total 48994 237 47806072 56121000 59 160|000 66 444 560
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Target groups of civil associations suppdry the Ministry of Education in 2004

Number of CA Slovak Republic

Children under 15 41
Persons at risk of drug addiction 9
Refugees, aliens 2
Compatriots 6
General public 28
Children under 18 37
Youth under 26 43

Risk groups of children and youth 19
Persons with a disability 10
Persons in social need 13
Talented children and youth 17
Persons belonging to a national minority 11

Total 43
37. In cooperation with the Nadacia mlad&tevenska (in Novendy 2005 its name was

changed to Intenda Foundation), the Ministrfediucation has created a grant programme called
“Participation”, focusing on the support@fojects aimed at creating space for active

participation of young people public life and decision-makingechanisms at the level of
municipalities. The participation of young people and education on democratic citizenship were
also among the priorities of the European Union youth grant programme that was within the
scope of competence of the Ministry of Education.

G. Financial coverage of Slovak Republic’s participation
in European Union educational programmes

38. Following its accession to the European Union, the Slovak Republic gained the
possibility of making use of European Union Stunat Funds, and in the sa of the sector of
education, this fund is the European Sociatdr(hereinafter referred to as “ESF”). The
Ministry of Education acts as an intermedibndy under the managing authority of the Human
Resources Sectoral Operational Programme (hereinafter referred to as3QRnrd the

Single Programming Document N§TI - Bratislava Objective 3 (Ministry of Labour, Social
Affairs and Family). ESF focuses on the suppdhuman resources, employment, education,
entrepreneurial spirit, socialdlusion and equal opportunitiesvddopment. It also offers
support for vocational trainingducation and counselling ¢hildren and support for equal
opportunities in access to the labour market &ryne, with a special emphasis on those who
are at risk of social exclusn. In the framework of SOR’Z, the Ministry of Education also
acts as an umbrella of other programmes, &dgigraining and education to the needs of a
knowledge-based society, programmes for vooaticounselling developemt, and support to
education of groups at risk of socedclusion. For instance, in SOBZ Measure 3.3
“Development of Vocational Counselling’rde calls for ESF grants were open until
September 2005:
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Call | Date of the | Deadline for | Number of projects | Total number| Total number off
call submitting with an impact in of supported | submitted
applications | marginalized groups| projects applications
1. 17.5.2004 26.7.2004 4 14 28
2. 13.10.2004 | 20.12.2004 7 30 35
3. 21.3.2005 20.5.2005 Projects evaluated by 17 34
the representative of
the Office of the
Plenipotentiary of the
Government for
Roma Communities
39. In a nutshell - within this meaguwwhere concluded contracts amount to

SKK 69,623.7243 thousand from European Union funds and SKK 17,233.9549 thousand
from the national budget, projects for the &rgroup of socially disadvantaged persons,
including children, amount to SKK 26,414.6®tisand from European Union funds and
SKK 5,514.08 thousand from the national budget.

[I. DEFINITION OF A CHILD

The term “child” was defined in the initial report. The following more precise
information has been provided for a better understanding of this term.

Capacity to possessrights and duties

40. Under the Civil Code (sect. 7, para. 1)d¢hpacity of a natural person to possess rights
and duties is created at birth. A conceived chvlden live-born, shall also have this capacity.
This capacity shall terminate at death (sect. 7@.[#). In this type of capacity, the valid
legislation does not distinguish between a chid an adult. The only exception is the second
sentence where this capacity is also explicitly accorded to a conceived child when live-born.
This capacity is equal for evenye and it cannot be restricted.

L egal capacity

41. Under the Civil Code (sect. 8) the capaoity natural person to acquire rights and

assume duties through legal actions (legal dapas created in full scope upon attaining the

age of majority. Majority is attained at thge of 18. Provisions of the Civil Code regulating
majority will have implications in those areas where other codes do not provide special
provisions. The Labour Codemtiates special regulation of playment capacity of a natural
person - an employee in section 11, paragraph 2ontrast to this, the legal capacity of a

natural person as an employer shall also arise tgawhing 18 years of age (sect. 8, para. 2). If

a person attained majority according to the Civil Code, he/she is also considered a person of full
age in other areas of law only whigx@se do not include special provisions.

42. Before the age of 18, majority can only tlained upon marriage. Majority attained in
this manner shall not be lost upitre termination of marriage or ibeing declared null and void.
A minor older than 16 years of age may alsteemto marriage, though only in exceptional
cases and with the permission of a court. rRaattaining legal age, minors have only the
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capacity to undertake such legal actions thatdegjuate to intellectband mental maturity
corresponding to their age. There is an exesngdtiom this general legislation of legal capacity
of minors. The Civil Code recognizes the capaaitg minor older than 15 years of age to make
testament, though only in the form of a notarial deed.

43. New legislation of the Family Act that caméo effect on 1 April 2005 introduced more
exemptions to the general understanding of lega@#y. Consent of a minor child’s parent is
also needed for adoption under the Family Actweheer, the child’s consent to adoption is also
required when the child is able to assess the aatins of adoption (see also para. 126 below).
The Penal Code includes a separate legislation of criminal liability (so-called liability for
unlawful acts), where the criminal liability age-limit for committed crimes is set at 14 years (for
more details on criminal liability, see paras. 49-50 below).

Permission to enter into marriage

44, Section 194 of the Civil Procedure Code latps the proceedings to qualify a minor to
enter into marriage. A minor who wants to enter into marriage is entitled to lodge a motion with
a court that shall decide on pa@ssion for entering into marriage. Prior to reaching a decision,
the court shall hear the person that wants to enter into marriage whether he/she really wants to
enter into marriage, in the absence of othergrexsand the court shall also hear the person the
marriage shall be entered into with. Section 13 of the Family Act regulates, that in exceptional
cases, the court may allow a minor older thamol@énter into marriage on serious grounds when

it complies with the social purpose of the marria@féithout this permission, the marriage shall

be void and the courts dhproclaim it void even withoubeing petitioned to do so.

Succession

45.  The Constitution of the Slovak Republic guéeas succession in article 20, paragraph 1,
second clause. Rights of inheritance of dedaats are explicitly protected by both the Civil
Code and the Civil Procedure Code when emfdioefore a court. Under section 469 of the

Civil Code (so-called incompetence to inherit), anyone who committed an intentional criminal
offence against the testator, his¥ spouse and children, or behairedn outrageous way against
the declaration of testator’s last will, shall noherit. However, this person may inherit if the
testator forgave this act. A nasciturus -@@med child, provided livéorn, may also inherit

(see para. 59). When this provision mentiarchild, it is understood to mean legitimate

children, children born out afedlock, and adopted childreescendants - minor and major
children of the testator - enjoy special protection of the law, where they are declared so-called
unpretermitted heirs. The testatoay disinherit a descendant only in special cases laid down by
the law.

46.  The Civil Code distinguishes betweenudiaty succession and testamentary succession.
In statutory succession, the descendants belotigethrst group of heirs who inherit together
with the surviving spouse in equal shares. Urldedaw, the second growb heirs also includes
persons living together who are also understoaddinde persons in need of the testator’s
maintenance. In testamentary successhmnlaw lays down the minimum amount of the
inheritance share in such a way that minocdadants must be given at least their statutory
inheritance. In case the testament contradicgs¢guirement, it shall be void in this part.
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47. Section 476 (d), paragraph 2, of the &sb includes situations when minors
above 15 years of age make a lagt They can make their & will only in the form of a
notarial deed.

48. The legislation on probate proceedingsutited in sections 175 (a)-175 (zd) of the

Civil Code does not include any special provisionaerning the treatment of minors. Principles
of representation of minors andeftpression of their opinion (see paras. 134-140) apply to these
proceedings.

Criminal liability

49. The new Penal Code - Act No. 300/2003.Gdvas lowered the criminal liability

age-limit from 15 to 14 years of age. Under the Penal Code, a person who has reached the age
15 and is under the age of 18 at the time of commietimgffence shall beonisidered a juvenile.
Individual mental maturity (determined, inter alia a mandatory psychological examination of
juveniles from 14 to 15 years of age - the sltiedaconditional sanity legislated in the new
Criminal Procedure Code) shall serve as a cooeal reference for determining the juvenile’s
criminal capacity and choosing mby educational proceduresming at his/her correction.
Lowering the age-limit shall result in appropriate relapse prevention using all available means.
Most paedopsychologists and paedopsychiatrists thel view that the acceleration of mental

and physical development of youth in recent desdths had the consequoerof juveniles of at
least 14 years of age being, in fact, capablfisiinguishing and assessing the consequences of
their actions and the related criminal consequences in all crimes.

50. Under section 95 of the Pe@de, a juvenile shall not @ criminal liability when at

the time of the commission of the crime, he/she did not attain such level of his/her mental and
moral maturity as to recognize its unlawfudser control his/her #ons. Misdemeanour of

small significance committed layjuvenile does not constitudecrime. This provision responds

to the different levels of mattlyiamong juveniles of 14 years of age. Thus, the law requires that
a juvenile be capable of realizing that the act being committed is an act against the standards of
society or that he/she be capable of controlisgher conduct in an apppriate way considering
his/her level of development.

Compulsory school attendance

51. In the Slovak Republic, the right to ediima is guaranteed by the Constitution, which
guarantees the right to education to everyam stipulates compulsory school attendance.
Citizens have the right to free educatiopm@mary and secondarylsgols and, depending on the
abilities of the individual and the potential of society, also at universities (more details in
chapter VII).

52. In the Slovak Republic, compulsory schoolrattce is 10 years and it continues at least
until the end of the school year, in which the pogaches 16 years of age. The institutions
within the sector of education guarantee equality and exercise of the right of the child to
education in the spirit of éhconstitutional statutes. Since, based on the Constitution, the
education at primary and sewary schools is free, it isquided by schools founded by the

State or municipal bodies. In addition to thesestd) there are also private and church schools.
The State also contributesttee education of pupils and stunrdg according to a prescription.
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The pupils subject to compulsory school atiemzke who are unable to attend the school due to
their health condition are exempted from the dilgn of going to school in person. A State
school authority shall arrange such a formad@tion for them, which will allow achieving the
same education as when attergdschool. A headmaster shallow secondary school students,
who completed compulsory school attendanceuspend studies for a maximum period of three
years at their request or that of their legal guardians.

53.  To support regular school attendancehiidren from socially disadvantaged
environments living at or below the povertydijrthe institution of scholarships encouraging
children from such environments to attend schoglilaaly and to achievietter results has been
introduced (for more details spara. 95 and/or paras. 84-95).

Employment of children

54. Employment of children and juvenilegégulated by Act No. 311/2001 Coll. - the
Labour Code. The capacity of a natural petsomossess rights and duties as an employee
within employment relations, and the capacitpoéguire rights andssume duties through his
own legal actions, arises on the day the natural person reaches 15 years of age. However, an
employer shall not agree on a date for startiegettmployment before the day on which the child
concerned completes compulsachool attendance. A child under the age of 15 may perform
exceptionally light work, the nature and scopevbich do not present a risk to the child’s
health, safety, further developntenr school attendance. Inducases, the competent labour
inspectorate, in agreement with a health protadiiady, shall give its permission for light work
to a child under 15. The pernsitall determine the number loburs and other terms and
conditions under which light work can be performed.

Servicein the armed for ces

55.  The legal system of the Slovak Republieswut recruiting persons under 18 years of

age into the armed forces, i.e. to draft childredVanto recruit them in the Armed Forces of the
Slovak Republic, or to va them join the armed forces afiother State. Under section 5,
paragraph 1, of Act No. 570/2005 Coll. on condarip male citizens arseubject to universal
conscription on 1 January of the year in whiogythvill reach 19 years of age. Reaching the age
of 18 is also the requirement for admission itital service stipulated in Act No. 346/2005 Coll.

on the civil service of professional soldierdle Armed Forces dhe Slovak Republic and on

the amendment of certain acts. It means that a citizen may become a professional soldier after
he/she has reached 18 years of age.

56.  The conscription duty includes the obligatiorhaf citizen to submit to drafting and to
serve emergency military service, or alternative military service instead of the emergency
military service in times of a crisis. Emergency military service is military service a citizen has
the obligation to perform, when he is under ¢bascription duty at the time of a crisis according
to article 1, paragraph 4, ob@stitutional Statutes No. 227/2002 Coll. on State security in time
of war, state of war, state of emergency anesitatrisis. Drafting shall take place in time of

war and state of war; the President of the Stdvapublic shall decide on the years of birth of
registered citizens conscripted for dradtimpon a proposal by the Government of the

Slovak Republic; dates dlrafting shall be decided by the Minister of Defence of the

Slovak Republic.
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57.  Voluntary assumption of conscriptidaty is laid down in section 6 of

Act No. 570/2005 Coll. on conscription. A citizesmo has no conscription duty under the law,
or an alien, may voluntarilysgaume conscription duty on thesizof a written application

from 1 January of the calendar year in which they reach 19 years of age.

58. In the context of the country’s effortpoofessionalize the ArnaeForces, conscripts
ceased to be drafted to serve mandatory milgaryice and alternative military service, and no
regular drafting of conscripts has been caraetisince 1 August 2005 on the basis of Order of
the Minister of Defence No. 21/2005, whiehded serving mandatory military service,
alternative military service and civilian military service.

Capacity to court proceedings

59. Proceedings before civil courts are regulated in Act No. 99/1963 Coll. the Civil
Procedure Code as amended in connectitim Act No. 40/1964 Coll. the Civil Code as
amended. Two types of capacity to act in court proceedings are distinguished:

— The capacity to act as a party to court proceedings; and
— Procedural capacity, i.e. the capactayact independently before a court.

60. Under section 19 of the Civil Procedur@d€, a person having the capacity to possess
rights and duties has the capacity to act as a party to the proceedings. Section 7 (see para. 40)
the Civil Code regulates this capacity. Thus, @stablished at birth and terminates upon death;

a conceived child, if live-bor, shall also possess this.

61. Parties have procedural capacity, i.e. tipacity of the party to act independently or
through a chosen representative before the emarto perform procedural actions, in the scope
of their legal capacity under substantive [@&e paras. 41-43). The Civil Procedure Code
regulates procedural capacity in section 20 ochsuway that every party may act independently
in the scope of his/her capacity of possessigigtsiand duties acquired through own acts. Thus,
a child has a limited procedural capacity; however, a child possesses full capacity to act as a
party to the proceedings. These provisiondgrafell compliance with the principle of child
protection, because a child may have the capsxipyrchase, e.g. a bicycle, but to claim

liability for defects of the purchased item befareourt will require higher degree of mental
maturity. As the law does not lay down an exact age-limit for legal capacity, the court shall
objectively assess the case in every situatia@cti@ 22 of the Civil Gde stipulates that a

natural person that cannot actiependently before a court mbst represented by a legal
guardian, unless otherwise provided by the lawe parents are the legal guardians of the child.
Situations in which a conflict between a child’s and a legal guardian’s interests may arise are
exempted from this rule. In this case, thartshall appoint a so-called child’s guardian

ad litem for the purpose of these proceedings.

62. In cases where both parents of the childlaceased, deprived of the exercise of their
parental rights, have their exese of parental rights and tiks suspended, or do not have full
legal capacity, a court shall appoint a child’staglian who will represent the child before the
court (and also ensure his/her upbringing anccation and administer his/her property). In
such cases, the custodian becomes the legal guardian of the child.
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63. Under section 91, paragraph 3, of the Familyy Aeninor parent may act before a court
in cases of paternity determination and do sa bgnsenting declaration of the parents. Under
the Family Act, a child alleging that a certain man is his/her father can make a motion for
paternity determination by a court.

64. Section 194, paragraph 1, of the Civil Pchre Code is an exeripn from the principle

of mandatory statutory representation of a chiltie person who intends to enter into marriage
is eligible to file a motion for the permission to enter into marriage. In all cases, a court may
decide, when the circumstances of the case so egqat a person with restricted legal capacity
must be represented by higftegal guardian even if thease allowed his/her own action.

Judicial carefor minors

65.  Judicial care for minors repeggs procedural protection thfe situation and interests of
minors in the exercise of parental rights antiedu Issues concerning situations when the
parents fail to comply with theparental duties, do not livegether, and/or cannot agree on the
exercise of parental duties are taken on th&hes court shall approve s legal acts performed
by the minor’s legal guardians when it is in his/her interest. The court shall encourage the
parents or guardians of the minor to perform dbbjir duties concerning custody of the child. It
handles natural and legal persamstions and notifications coeening the minor’s education
and upbringing and takegpropriate measures. The coudlbbsually ascertain the opinion on
the appropriateness ancefigness of measures proposedansidered by the court, of the
childcare authority or of natural persons é&ghl entities that know the situation. Where
appropriate, the minor sthalso be interviewed. If a legal act performed by the legal guardian of
the minor requires couapproval to become valid, the court shall approve it when it is in the
interest of the minor. Theoart shall supervise the administration of the minor’s property
performed by a custodian or guardian.

66. Sections 176-180 of the Civild@edure Code explicitly regulajgdicial care for minors.
In matters concerning custody of minors thartshall decide without undue delay, however,
not later than six months from the start af ffroceedings. Proceedings may be extended only
when evidence cannot be taken on serious and objective grounds. In these proceedings
judgement shall be made within 10 days frilv@ day of its rendition in contrast to other
judgements where 30 days will suffice. Proceedings in cases concerning minors are so important
that the court shall start to act even withoaota@tion, ex officio, usually on the basis of a motion
by natural persons or legaltéies that will inform of the necessity to regulate the child’s
situation. Courts shall rendgrdgements concerning upbringiagd maintenance of the minor,
even without a motion, when the situatiorthie family changes. Proceedings on placement
under institutional care can also be commemnedicbut a motion, because these proceedings
concern matters of custody of minor childrérhe principle of the best interest of the

child is applied in the entire system oétprotection of minors before the courts (see

paras. 125-127).

Adoption

67. The legal consequence of adoption that atipes a final court decision is that the legal
relation established between t@doptive parent and the adopted child is the same as the one
between parents and children. In the same way, this law grants them the right to inherit in the
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first group of heirs with all rights of unpreteitted heirs (sections 473@ subsequent ones of

the Civil Code, see also paras. 45-48). Any moendf a child in the Act shall be understood to
mean a child born in or out of wedlock andaatopted child anywhere. The purpose of this
legislation is to create conditions that allow the child to grow up in a complete and stable family
environment.

68.  Adoption is regulated by the Family Acidoptive parents shall have the same rights
and duties in raising children as parents. Tinegt comply with the statutory requirements to
qualify for child adoption. If the minor is cadatof assessing the impact of adoption in the
adoption proceedings, his/her consent is requifidte adoptive parent shall be entered instead
of the adopted child’'s parent in the regisiEbirths. A court may cancel adoption only on
serious grounds, which aretime interest of the minor.

69. Proceedings to declare adoptability represent a new institution that links up with the new
adoption legislation stipulated in the FamilytAand regulated in section 180 (a) of the Civil
Procedure Code. A court may open these paings upon a motion of the authority for social

and legal protection (and also without this motiahen it determines that the requirements for
adoption as laid down in the Family Act are datd The child and fher parents shall be

parties to the proceedings. They also include the child’s minor parent who reached 16 years of
age even when he/she is not the legal guardidimeothild. The parenthall not be parties to

the proceedings when they are deprived ofrthafental rights and duties, when they were
deprived of their full legal capacity, or when theg not capable of assessing the consequences
of adoption. In such cases, the custodian shaidl jperty to the proceedings. Parents shall not be
a party to the proceedings when they gave manisent to the adoption of the child. The court
shall rule on adoptability withowndue delay, but not later théiree months following the

opening of the proceedings. Exceptionally, this time limit may be extended by a maximum of
three more months. Proceedings to decldoptability pursuant to the Civil Procedure Code

fully transpose one of theqairements of intercountrydaption under the Convention on the

Rights of the Child and on coaggion in intercountry adoption, into the legal system of the
Slovak Republic.

70. Sections 181 to 185 of the Civil Procezl@ode regulate proceedings to declare
adoptability. It can only be started upiwe prospective adoptive parent’s motidrhe adopted
child, his/her parents and/or custodian, adoptae=nt and his/her spouse are parties to the
proceedings. When a child’s parent is a minor, he/she enjoys the status of a party to the
proceedings with a view to his/her partial legal capacity. In the proceedings, the court shall
focus on proving basic material conditions fa thrmation or cancellation of the adoption with
a view for all prerequisites to ensuring due upging of the adopted child and creation of an
appropriate family environent. The court shall hear the adopted child only when the child is
capable of understanding the meaning of adomind the interview igot in conflict with

his/her interests. If the adopted child is twobe heard, he/she should not be summoned. The
court shall decide on the adoption before the lapse of one year from the filing of the motion for
adoption. Prior to a court’s decision on the dobop the minor child must spend at least nine
months in the custody of the prospective ad@pparent. Adoption of the child by a foster
parent, custodian or a person having the chilglternate custody of &ast nine months is
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exempted. In adoption, entries in the registesidhs are changed - adoptive parents are entered
instead of the parents in the register. The astbphild shall have thedoptive parent’s family
name. A court may cancel adagtion serious grounds that are in the interest of the minor, upon
a motion filed by the adopted child or the afil parents (or without any motion) within six
months from the day the adoption decision becana.fiCancellation chdoption restores the
original relations between the adoptddld and his/her original family.

Association

71.  The freedom of associatiand assembly is regulatedarticles 28 and 29 of the
Constitution of the Slovak Republic. The exer@séhe right of assembly is legislated in

Act No. 84/1990 Caoll. on the right of assembly,igthlays down the rights and duties of the
convenor of the assembind the State authority and mupal bodies. The above-quoted legal
provisions clearly imply the right of children to free assembly with the objective of enforcing
their rights and legitimate interests that are protected by the Constitution and the law.

72.  The same may also be said about the afjassociation. Everyone has the right to
associate with others in clubs, societied ather associations. Act No. 83/1990 Coll. on
association of citizens, as anaed, gives a more detailed provisiorhis law, following up with
article 29, paragraph 1, of the Constitution & $iovak Republic, allows everyone, i.e. also
children, to associate in various associations with the purpose of developing interest activities.

73. Legal provisions that allow effective supporthadren in all spheres of their life include
Act No. 34/2002 Coll. on foundations, Act Nz13/1997 Coll. on non-profit organizations
providing generally beneficial servigess amended, and Act No. 147/1997 Coll. on
non-investment funds.

74. Some 661 civil associations focusing onghtsfaction of interestof children in the
area of culture, sports, education, technéadivities, tourism, health protection, the
environment, etc., were tablished under this law iime reported period 2001-2005.
Twenty-one foundations, 200 non-profit organizatiprsviding generally beneficial services
and 145 non-investment funds, which comlpeeuniary means earmarked for generally
beneficial purposes, including the protectiorclildren and their rightsyere established during
the same period to support the rights and hedilthildren, and to protect their rights ensuing
from the Convention.

Religion

75.  The Constitution of the Slovak Republic qurdees freedom of thought, conscience,
religion and belief in article 24, pagraph 1. This right also includes the right to change religion
or belief. Everyone has the right to be religly indifferent and the right to manifest freely
his/her thoughts. Article 24, gagraph 2, of the Constitution guarantees the right of everyone
(i.e. also of minors) to manifeBeely his/her religion or belief.

76.  Thesector of education givesindividual churchesthe possibility of religious
education according to a parent’sinterest and decision. Alternative teaching of
compulsory subjects of ethicsor religion is provided according to awritten decision by the
pupil’slegal guardian at primary schools, first and second grade of secondary schools and
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first to sixth grade of eight-year grammar schools. A written decision of the child’slegal
guardiansisneeded for children under 15 yearsof age. Children over 15 shall decide
independently. Parents may also enter pupils attending the compulsory subject of religion
in the classes of non-compulsory ethics classes and vice versa. The content and the
professional level of the subject of religion istheresponsibility of the competent bodies of
churchesor religious societies (for more details,ee paras. 134 and 151-155).

[1l. GENERAL PRINCIPLES
A. Theright to non-discrimination

77. The Slovak legal system does not allow famgn of discrimination against children.
Under article 12 of the Constitoti, fundamental rights and fid@ms shall be guaranteed to
everyone regardless of sex, race, colour,dagg, belief and religiopolitical affiliation or

other conviction, national or sociatigin, nationality or ethnic origin, property, descent or any
other status. No one shall be aggrieved,raignated against or favoured on any of these
grounds. Article 41, paragraph 3, of the Consbttugjuarantees equal rights to children born
both in and out of wedlock.

78.  The “Field survey of the rights of childréom a Romany settlemetatking into account
their discrimination and specific problemsas conducted in the framework of the 2004-2005
Action Plan for the Prevention of All Fms of Discriminatn, Racism, Xenophobia,

anti-Semitism and other Expressions of Intolerance. The objective of the survey was to collect
credible data on the situation concerningipbance with human rights of children from

Romany settlements, takimgto account specific problems. dhesults of the survey were the
basis for the 2004 Human Rights Report: SkoRapublic, drafted byhe Slovak National

Centre for Human Rights.

Roma children
I nstitutional framework

79. In its efforts to create an effective indittnal framework for the affairs of the Roma
community, the Government of the Slovak Republigated the position of the plenipotentiary
of the Government for addressing the Romamiyority issues in February 1999. The new
institutional framework for addressing the Roma minority issues was approved by resolution of
the Government No. 1196 of 17 December 2003January 2004, the Secretariat of the
Plenipotentiary of the Government for Roman@ounities transformed into the Office of the
Plenipotentiary of the Government for Roma Communities. In addition to the existing field
office in PreSov, regional offices have beenrmukin KoSice, SpiSska Nova Ves, Rimavska
Sobota and Banskéa Bystrica. Thus, it wassfie to develop a permanent professional
workplace with a higher number of employees capable of ensuring effective and efficient
implementation of proggmmes in cooperation with regioraaid local municipal bodies. The
office is also ready to apply for funds for igogrammes outside the State budget, mainly from
European Union Structural Funds.
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80. Sincethedrafting of the Strategy of the Government for addressing the Roma
Minority problems and the Set of itsimplementation measures- | Stage (1999), the
Government has adopted several fundamental strategies, policy materials and action plans
aimed at addressing the Roma ethnic minority challengesin the period from 1999 to 2006:

The Progress Report on addressing the Roma issues (1999);

The Strategy of the Government for addressing the Roma Minority problems
and the Set of itsimplementation measures - | Stage (1999)

The Strategy of the Government for addressing the Roma Minority problems
trandated in the Set of concrete measuresfor the year 2000 - || Stage (adopted
in 2000);

Priorities of the Government relating to Roma Communities (adopted in 2002) -
the Comprehensive Development Programme for Roma Settlements and the
Social Field Workers Programme became the basic priorities;

Basic Theses of the Slovak Government’s Policiesfor the Integration of Roma
Communities (adopted in 2003);

Priorities of the Government relating to Roma Communities for 2004 (adopted
in 2004);

Integrated education policy for Roma children and youth, including the
development of secondary and tertiary education (adopted in 2004);

The National Action Plan of the Slovak Republic regarding the Decade of Roma
Inclusion 2005-2015 (adopted in 2005);

The Long-term Housing Poalicy for Marginalized Population Groups and the
Model of its Funding (adopted in 2005). (See the concluding observations of the
Committee, paras. 19 and 24.)

81. In the period from 1999 to 2006 the Officelu# Plenipotentiary of the Government for
Roma Communities elaborated several fundamental materials with a view to improving the
situation of the Roma in the Slovak Republitincludes the following materials:

Basic Theses of the Slovak Government’s Policiesfor the Integration of Roma
Communities - they provide a framework of basic objectives and methods for
tackling the area of education, housing, emgpient, health and human rights. They
should serve the central State administraéiothorities as the basis for their further
translation into concreteegis and short-, medium- and long-term objectives so that
they complement each other, create guersites for coopetian and deliver the
expected result, which is the integration of the Roma minority.
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e The 2002-2003 Evaluation Report of the Gover nment’s materials concerning the
Roma Communities (the 2003 Basic Theses of the Slovak Government’s Policies
for the Integration of Roma Communities, the 2002 Priorities of the Gover nment
with respect to Roma Communities and the 2001 Strategy of the Gover nment of
the Slovak Republic for addressing Problems of the Roma Community)
summarizes the steps of the Slovak Gorent with respect to the Roma in 2001-
2003 with an emphasis on the evaluabbthese governmental materials.

e TheEvaluation of 2003 Basic Theses of the Slovak Government’s Policiesfor the
I ntegration of Roma Communities and of the 2004 Priorities of the Gover nment
with respect to Roma Communities Integration. The evaluation summarizes the
tasks specified for individual ministeasid government gartments to be
implemented in 2003.

e The Government adopted tB@04 Priorities of the Government of the
Slovak Republic relating to Roma Communities on 28 April 2004. They reflect
the current development of the Roma issuBlovakia. Specific attention is paid
mainly to the social situation of mang@lized groups of the population and the
possibilities of their success in the labowarket and housing. Social fieldwork,
education and influencing public opinioartginue to be long-term priorities.

e Since 2003, Slovakia has been involved in the World Bank and Open Society Institute
project called th005-2015 Decade of Roma Inclusion. On 12 January 2005, the
Government approved tidational Action Plan of the Slovak Republic regarding
the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, which is the final version of Slovakia’s
objectives in the individugriorities of the Decade (edaton, housing, employment
and health) with its resolution No. 2805. It defines the timetable of their
implementation and the manrartheir funding. The National Action Plan builds on
the Basic Theses of Slovak GovernmeRdicies for the Integration of Roma
Communities, adopted by the Governmen2@®3. (See the concluding observations
of the Committee, paras. 19 and 20.)

Themost important legislative changesin the period 2001-2005

82.  Act No. 346/2004 Coll. repealing Act No. Y858 Coll. on permanent settlement of the
travelling population, was adopted on 27 May 2004ough the Act does not explicitly mention
the Roma, it was mostly applied to them in practice. Sanctioning the travelling way of life was
in sharp violation of the freedom of movemant residence guaranteed in article 23 of the
Constitution and stipulated in attc2 of Protocol No. 4 to théonvention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

83.  Act No. 365/2004 Coll. on equatatment in certain areasnd on protection against
discrimination and on the amendment of certain other acts (the Anti-discrimination Act) was
adopted on 20 May 2004. In addition to a gahprohibition of discrimination on any grounds,
this law also includes definitiortd direct and indirect discrimation, harassment, instruction to
discriminate, instigation to disminate, and victimization. It ab includes a rgative definition,
i.e. cases of admissible differeameatment. Under this law,ftBrences of treatment shall not
constitute discrimination if they are objectivelgified by the nature of occupational activities
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or the circumstances under which such activities are carried out, provided that the extent or form
of such differences of treatment are proporti@mal necessary in view of these activities or
circumstances under which they are carried diey include, for instance, cases of different
treatment on grounds of age (re@dvantageous working catidns for juveniles), gender
(special working conditions for women) or digdp. The law has also introduced a new legal
institute in the proceedings before the cowftich is the reversed burden of proof, i.e.
transferring the burden of proof to the defendanso-called prima facie cases. It means the
defendant has the obligation to prove thateheas no violation of the principle of equal
treatment if the evidence submitted to the court by the plaintiff gives rise to a reasonable
assumption that such violation of this prineifi.e. the discrimination) indeed occurred.

Another improvement the law introduced is thviien the court establishes a violation of the
equal treatment principland an appropriate satisfactioauld not suffice, the court may also
rule - in addition to damages - cash compeasdtr non-pecuniary damage. Considering that
the Anti-discrimination Act aims at ensuringnepliance with the equal treatment principle in
various areas of life, 20 previous acts wereaded with provisions prohibiting discrimination

at the same time. They include, for instanke,School Act (Act No. 29/1984 Coll. as amended)
and the Healthcare Act then valid (Act No. 27B4%oll. as amended). These provisions have
also been incorporated into the new Healteaset (Act No. 576/2004 Coll. as amended) (on the
Anti-discrimination Act, see also para. 8).

Education

84. Theright of personsbelonging to national minorities and ethnic groupsto an
education in their mother tongueis guaranteed in article 34 of the Constitution of the
Slovak Republic. The details of national minorities and ethnic groups education are
mainly laid down in Act No. 29/1984 Coall. on the system of primary and secondary schools
(the School Act), asamended. Currently, several policies and documents of the Ministry of
Education have the education of Roma children and youth at all types of schools
incorporated. Key governmental materialstargeted at Roma children and youth education
include” Current Situation in the Education and Instruction of Roma Children and Pupils,
including the Development of Secondary and Tertiary Education” (2003); “Integrated
Education Policy for Roma Children and Y outh, including the Development of Secondary
and Tertiary Education (2004)”. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 19
and 20.)

Teacher’ s assistant

85. In 2002, the profession of a teachersaasi as educational staff working in
kindergartens, primary schoolsdaspecial primary schools ingtiramework of the School Act
amendment was introduced. The teacher assistanteducational staff member performing the
educational process at school gmdschool establishments andtfapating in the creation of
conditions necessary for overcomimainly linguistic, health and social barriers encountered by
the child in the educational process. Todhgre are some 850 teacher assistants working at
schools. A high number of teacher assistantnfnof them being Roma) work at schools with a
high presence of Roma children.



CRCJ/C/SVK/2
page 29

Soecial schools

86. In the school system of the Slovak Rdjauimeither ethnically oriented schools nor

schools segregated in any way from the maimgkhystem exist. The network of special

schools provides educatiom pupils having special eduaatial needs due to their disability
preventing them from attending other types of schools according to Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the
system of primary and secondaghools (the School Act), as amended. Education received at
special schools, except the edima from special schools for mentally disabled pupils, is equal

to the education received airpary and secondary schools.

87. The status of a special primary school (oady “special segregated school”) in the
school system of the Slovak Republic has Hegislated in Act No. 229/2000 Coll. amending
Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the system of primanyd secondary schools (the School Act). The
wording of the School Act valid before 1 Sepiber 2000 made it possible to also send pupils
lacking prerequisites for mastering the primanyas to a then special school. In practice,
therefore, it could be possible to havessawhere pupils without a disability - e.g.
pseudo-mentally disabled pupils -meesent to a special school.

88.  The amended wording of the law clearlyetaghat a special school for pupils with a
mental handicap is meant for pupils with mental handicaps and/or pupils with multiple
disabilities in combination wita mental handicap. Pupilsegplaced in these schools on the
grounds of their disability and not based on an etprinciple. No cases of wrong placing of
pupils should occur in practice under consistamhpliance with the valid wording of the
School Act.

89. Based on the data of the Socio-GrephMapping of Rom&ettlements, it was
determined that in 2004 special schools vatended by 7,195 Roma children, though this
number is not completadurce: Sihrnna sprava o Romoch na Sovensku, Institute for Public
Affairs, Bratislava 2002). Cadkting data on the Roma poputetifaces problems linked with
the traditional absence of declaration of (ethmiationality by the Roma, on the one hand, and
the prohibition of making spediatatistics on the basis of ethnic origin in compliance with
Act No. 428/2002 Coll. on the protection of persaitetia, on the other. Key indicators of the
rate of over-propontinal representation of Roma childrat special schools for mentally
disabled children cannot be identdien the basis of available data.

90. Appropriatetesting methodstaking into account specific features of Roma children
from socially disadvantaged environments play an important rolein the elimination of
wrong placement of children into special schools. Educational-psychological counselling
centresplay an irreplaceablerolein diagnostics. It ispossibleto expect certain positive
changes due to the implementation of new diagnostic tools created in the framework of the
“Reintegration of Socially Disadvantaged Children from Special Primary Schoolsinto
Standard Primary Schools’. PHARE project is searching for a solution to the high
number of Roma children at special schools.

91. On 10 February 2006, M ethodological Guidance of the Ministry of Education of the
Slovak Republic No. 3/2006 on the implementation of school integration of pupilswith
special educational needs at primary and secondary schools came into effect. Primary
schools, secondary schools and counselling establishments ensuring or participating in
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school integration of pupilswith special needsfollow this guidance. The guidance gives
concr ete details of those provisions of the School Act that apply to pupils with special
educational needs.

92.  On 1January 2006, M ethodological Guidance No. 12/2005 regulating the procedure
applied by educational and psychological counselling centres when assessing school
readiness of children from socially disadvantaged environments upon admission to thefirst
grade of primary schools cameinto effect. Thisguidance regulatesthe procedure applied
by educational and psychological counselling centres when assessing school readiness of
children from socially disadvantaged environments after they have reached the age of 6
upon admission to thefirst grade of primary schools. Children showing significant
deficienciesin communicating in the school language of instruction established upon
admission to thefirst grade of primary schools need to be examined using individual
psychological methodology in order to identify the possibilities of their schooling and to
arrange appropriate conditionsfor their education. The new “School Readiness Test”
methodology developed in the framework of PHARE SR0103.01 Reintegration of Socially
Disadvantaged Children from Special Schoolsinto Standard Schools project is
preferentially applied in theindividual psychological examination of children from socially
disadvantaged environments and with insufficient command of the school language of
instruction. Established lowered levels of psychosocial development of the child or
insufficient command of the school language of instruction isareason for submitting a
proposal to the competent State administration school authority that shall decide on
placing the child into a zero grade of the primary school with the consent of the legal
guardian. Identifying areas of a child’sretardation allows his/her inclusion into specific
stimulation programmes or ganized by educational and psychological counselling centres.
When diagnostic examinations of the child from socially disadvantaged environments
exclude a mental disability of the child, the educational and psychological counselling
centre shall not suggest admission into a special primary school. In casesof the child’'s
schooling in the zero grade or thefirst grade of a special primary schooal, it isrecommended
that arepeated diagnostic examination be carried out with the RR Screening method
elaborated in the framework of the above PHARE SR0103.01 project. (See the concluding
observations of the Committee, paras. 47 and 48.)

The Roma language

93. In the Slovak Republic, the Roma languages codified in 1971, when a commission of
the Union of Gypsies - Roma in Slovakia theasting (1969-1973) adopted a binding standard

of the Slovak dialect of the Roma languagean8ardization of the Roma language in Slovakia
is one of the priorities undertaken by the Offatehe Plenipotentiary of the Government for
Roma Communities. A working group - thanguage Commission at the Office of the
Plenipotentiary of the Government - was elsshled with this objective as early as 2001. The
language commission arrived at a clear recomnterdaf making the East Slovak dialect - the

East Slovak Roma language - thessis of the Roma languagarstlardization. Some 85 per cent

of the Roma in Slovakia use it as their conagohal language. The work of the commission
resulted in a grammar of the Roma languatigomani chhib” - and the Key to the Slovak
Roma Language Textbook that also includdssic dictionary. Currently, the commission
works on the preparation of other specialized literature.
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94.  Accelerating the implementation of thenRolanguage curriculum is only possible

provided there are enough teachers teaching in the Roma language and the project of the State
Pedagogic Institute on the verification of theeeffveness of the Roma language, literature and
facts of life curricula at printgt and secondary schools is cdetpd. This project has been
scheduled for the period 2003-2009 when the eptwgct can be comprehensively assessed and
the Roma language curriculum verified. The project implementation progress is partially
evaluated on an annual basisotigh the annual reports of tBeate Pedagogic Institute, the
coordinator of the experiment. The current nundfe¢eachers teaching in the Roma language is
insufficient and therefore the project includesttianing of a sufficient number of teachers
teaching in the Roma language.

Scholarships

95. One of the forms of support to secondamny university students is the scholarship
programme of the Office of the Plenipotentiafjthe Government for Roma Communities in
cooperation with the Open Society Foutiolaand certain NGOs (e.g. Milan Siske

Foundation). These scholarships are mostly gdaiat&oma students and material need is not a
necessary condition for their granting, though the social situation of the family is taken into
account in the decision-making on the scholarships.

Health care

96. In the long term, the health conditiontioé Roma population is worse compared to the
majority population. Its quality is also advessgifluenced by a poor socio-economic situation
and lower level of education.

97. Based on theresolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic, the Ministry of
Health isimplementing the PHARE 2003-004-995-01-06 project called “ I mproved Roma
Minority Accessto Health Carein the Slovak Republic’. Thetask of thisproject isto
ensure health care availability for marginalized Roma communitiesin selected localitiesin
a systematic manner and improving Roma minority accessto health care. The Ministry of
Health isresponsiblefor the implementation of the project. The project isbeing
implemented with funds coming partially from the State budget and partially from foreign
sources - the PHARE funds. Funds amounting to EURO 1,590,000 have been ear marked
for:

e Theacquisition of teaching aidsfor health education for the Roma;
e Medical equipment for health centres;

e Mobile medical units- field outpatient units with equipment;

e Training activitiesfor Roma health-carefield workers;

e Refurbishment of selected health-care centres.
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98. In 2005, contracts for implementing the health-car e field worker s system and
training activities wer e concluded in the framework of this project implementation.
Contractsfor reconstruction workswere concluded with only five successful municipalities.
Therepresentatives of the Ministry of Education visited selected localitiesand met their
mayor s, repr esentatives of schools and health-care workers. The objective of this meeting
was to obtain information on the current progress of the project and to agree on further
cooper ation. Thefield health-car e assistant component has been in place for four months
now. Duringthisperiod, contractswere concluded with all 40 assistants. They attended
cour ses from December 2005 to February 2006 and submit project progressreports every
month.

99. TheMinistry of Health and the Public Health Office met for thefirst timein

March 2006 to consider further continuation of the project. Equipment for health-care
centres and mobile ambulances wer e delivered beforethe end of February 2006. Work has
already begun on thefive health-care centres. (See the concluding observations of the
Committee, paras. 35 and 36.)

100. Ideas of the key governmental documeatgerning the Roma minority have also been
reflected in the laws on the professions oftdo of medicine angharmacist; nurse and

midwife; and also in the ethical code of the mndual categories of health-care workers. At the
request of the Ministry of ehlth Care, the Slovak Health Mersity drafted the 2005 Progress
Report on the Action Plan for Preventingfdirms of Discrimination, Racism, Xenophobia,
Anti-Semitism and other Expssions of Intolerance and the 2006/2007 Action Plan for
Preventing all Forms of Berimination, Racism, Xenoph@hiAnti-Semitism and other
Expressions of Intolerance. In 2005 and atlibginning of 2006, training events on education,
health of pregnant Roma women, disease pteéweand health protection were carried out for
Roma assistants.

101. The Office of the Government of the SloReépublic gave the Ministry of Health funds
in the amount of SKK 300,000 to implement edwadi projects with the aim of increasing the
knowledge of the Roma community on repradiut health issues. The SPOLU Civil
Association implemented projects in threemgipalities in 2004. Two subprojects focusing on
the comparison and causes of Roma populatiortality have been implemented under the
National Health Support Bgramme project called “The Heal#tatus, Mortality and Education
of a Special Group of the Population - the Roma”.

State prevention programmesto curb racially motivated violence against the Roma and
their children

102. Resolution of the Government No. 27&8fApril 2003 which approved the Basic

Theses of the Slovak Government’s Policies for the Integration of Roma Communities includes
a recommendation to the Ministry of the Interior media presentation of clarified cases with

the objective of preventing racially motivated crime.

103. At the end of 2001, the Ministry of the Inde established a Commission for Addressing
Racially Motivated Violence that changedntsme to the Commission for Coordinating Action
on the Elimination of Racially Motivated Crinie March 2003. The change of the name
resulted from a desire to make its scope nagirate and larger. Members of the Commission
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are staff from the Ministry of the Interior and the Police Force. The representative of the
General Prosecution Authority and the represergatof various NGOs participate in the work

of the Commission from the beginning. The Commission has an active cooperation with the
Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Government for Roma Communities. The main task of the
Commission is to exchange information and klemlge from the area of racially motivated

crime and coordination of common steps in thmiaation of all forms ofracial discrimination.

104. Pursuing better knowledge for police forffecers on the extremist scene in Slovakia, on
the forms of racially motivated crime and on the manner in which it is committed, and on its
penal law classification for the needs oftial guidance in its detection, clearance and
documenting, the Police Force Presidium issinedViethodology of Detection, Clearance and
Documenting Crime Motivated by Racism, Ethand Other Intolerance or Crime Committed by
Extremist Group Supporters in 2001 and alsBdf2. Expressions of racial violence and
incitement to racial hatredeasanctioned under the Penal Codiaey include mainly the crimes
of violence against a group ofgg@e and individuals; defamatiaf a nation, race or conviction;
incitement to ethnic and racibatred; genocide; support fand propagationf movements
leading to the suppression of civil riglaisd freedoms; persecution of the population and
qualified elements of the crime of murder (thisra heavier penalty for the crime of murder
committed on specific motifs). A specific motif means, inter alia, commission of crime of
nationality, ethnic or racial hatd, or hatred on ground of skinlaor) and bodily harm (there is

a heavier penalty for the crime of grievous botlidym and the crime dfodily harm committed

on specific motifs). Since 2001, racially motivatemng has been subject to stricter sanctions.
The Penal Code also includes an attribute efneints of crime - belonging to an ethnic group -
in cases of a defined group of criminal offences.

105. To sanction and prevent the criminal activitysdiry in a more effective way the Project
for Combating the Criminal Activity of Usywas drafted in 2004. Achieving the tasks
resulting from the project and mainly the williregs of the Roma to cooperate with the Police
Force significantly improved the results of the work in 2004. An effective fight against the
crime of usury is not possible without the co@ten of the aggrieved Roma. The Police Force
does not approach people on the basis of anceginmiciple in performing its basic functions.
Nevertheless, forms, methodsdaapproaches that would takéo account more sensitive police
approaches mainly to the groupRdma population are being sought.

106. To improve the cooperation between the padied the Roma communities, the Ministry
of the Interior presented the Project of Polgecialists for the Work with Roma Communities
to the Government in 2004. It is dividedo three stages. A working group for the
implementation of the project wastablished in the first stage (until 31 August 2004). The
second stage (until 1 March 20@8)visages a modeiat operation with the specialists.
Eighteen police officers were allocated to theviee. The project shodlbe officially opened
after completion of the third stage in 2007.

Standard of living
Community social work

107. Life in segregated Romatéements primarily in the eastern part of the country is, for
their inhabitants, often bleak and hopeless. géwple live in a state of general lethargy; they
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are neither capable nor willing to do anything te@rove their situation. They opt for short-term
passive life strategies only aimatithe satisfaction of basic needThey often do not understand
the world around them and perceive it as hast#la autonomous system of values has
developed in this environment. It has keptreproducing because the children growing up in
these localities accept this model automatically and the entire situation is repeated in a cyclic
way. The fact of high percentages of Roma children living in settlements has a rather
significantly negative effect on their motivationlearn. Many parents of Roma pupils show no
interest in the results of the work of their children. Despite the legal obligation of parents to
ensure school attendance, schatténdance of these childreraiserious problem. Slovakia has
a system of 10-year compulsory school attendaite environment in which they grow is
putting them in a disadvantaged position. Gleitddo not do any, or only very little, homework
and they spend their leisure time in the streets. Neither the parents nor the community encourage
them to work or to learn.

108. The Programme of Community Social Work (formerly the “ social field work”),
implemented in such away asto contribute to eliminating the causes of social deprivation
through permanent work of a community social worker and community social worker’s
assistant in a concrete community, contributesto remedying the existing situation. Citizens
affected by, or at risk of, social exclusion (including marginalized Roma children), citizens
living in closed socially isolated communities with relatively high levels of social need, and
social pathological phenomena caused mainly by long-term unemployment, have become
the target groups of the Programme.

109. Theroleof the Programmeisto removebarriersof disadvantages and to create
conditionsfor equal participation of groupsat risk in the economic and social life of the
society. Inthefirst stage, the Programme prioritized segregated Roma communities
suffering from social exclusion. The Programme smoothly continued in the meaning of the
social programme of thefield social workersin away that allowed participation of
population groupsat risk. The stages of programme implementation include:

e |n 2002-2003, the Office of the Plenipotentiary of the Gover nment for Roma
Communitiesimplemented an introductory programme of field social workers;

e Theimplementation of the Programme of social field workers continued under
the PHARE Programme in 2004-2005;

e In 2004, the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairsand Family allocated funds
amounting to SKK 6.6 million to the support of the programme with a changein
community social work for the period 2005-2007;

e The Social Development Fund hasimplemented the programme of Community
Social Work in itsfull scope (including financial management and pr oj ect
funding) effective 1 January 2006.

Currently, 218 community social workers, 377 community social worker’s assistants and
17 coordinatorsareinvolved. (See the concluding observations of the Committee,
paras. 19 and 20.)
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110. To improve care for Roma children livingsiegregated Roma settlements, measures to
improve their living conditionsave been adopted. Since 2004, funds for building centres of
personal hygiene and laundry rooms have been given to municipalities, which have segregated
settlements in their territory, in the frameworktloé subsidy policy of the Ministry of Labour,

Social Affairs and Family. In 2004, tiMinistry contributed SKK 12 million to

10 municipalities and in 2005, the amounsv&KK 8 million to 8 municipalities.

Children without Slovak citizenship

111. A child who is not a national of the Sl&Republic and is not accompanied by parents
or other adults who could be amed custody of him/her in therritory of the Slovak Republic
shall be called an “unaccompanieghor”. Police units of the Border and Alien Police of the
Presidium of the Police Force who identify thenori child usually have the first contact with
unaccompanied minors. Next, the police will identifyth the help of an interpreter, the reason
for and intention behind crossing the State boridgparticular, whether the child was not forced
to cross the State border by another person (kidngppmr whether the child is not travelling to
meet his/her parents in the Sl&epublic or another country.

112. The competent police force unit will informethearest Office for lmour, Social Affairs

and Family immediately. During non-working days or holidays the competent border and alien
police force unit or an NGO shall immediatelyoet to the authority for social and legal

protection of children in whose territory thelldhwas found. In cases of minor children, these
police force units are competent to receive asylum applications. A minor can neither be detaine
nor administratively expelled. When thenor needs medical treatment, it is provided

immediately.

113. A court shall appoint the authority for so@all legal protection to the custodian of the
unaccompanied minor. The custodian has the duty to perform his/her function duly and in the
best interests of the child. The authority iscacttable for its performance to the court. The
custodian’s decision with respect to any significant matter concerning the minor needs a court
decision. Every child present in the territory of the Slovak Republic is guaranteed the right to
the protection of his/her rightd interests and the provisiontbé necessary assistance in the
search for his/her parentsretatives and/or in family reunification, or assistance in the
legitimate opening of the asylum procedure.

114. The authority for social and legal protectidrchildren and social guardianship enforces
measures so that the unaccompanied minongltnis/her stay in the territory of the

Slovak Republic receive care appriape to his/her culture, langge, religion and traditions of
his/her country of origin. The authority alsatEpates in the search for parents or other
members of the family for the purpose of theaamempanied minor’s family reunification. The
authority notifies and proposes to the empagshe country, where the unaccompanied minor
has his/her habitual residenoegasures adopted in the interest of his/her return when it is
evident that the country in which the mirfaas a habitual residence is safe.

115. In the territory of the Slovak Republicredor unaccompanied minors is provided in a
children’s home that arranges a medical examination for the minors. When the age and mental
development of the child allow, the chidsh’s home for unaccompanied minors has the

obligation to seek the view of the child on allttees concerning him/hemnd, in particular, to
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determine the child’s opinion on his/her replacememntnification with the family, return to the
country of origin, and asylum. The childrerfiome for unaccompanied minors shall ensure
interpreting in a language tlokild understands and, at thergatime, create conditions for
Slovak language lessons wheapeopriate and meaningful for the development of the child.

116. The Migration Office pays extra attentiomtmor aliens - asylum-seekers. The Office
creates optimum conditions in its establishmewith the aim of ensuring human rights
protection to persons seeking asylum ia 8lovak Republic. The Civil Procedure Code
regulates initiation of the asylum procedureda unaccompanied minor younger than 18 years
of age. Upon a motion filed by the authority $mrcial and legal protection of children and social
guardianship, the court shall adjudicate in a miovial measure that a minor child that is left
without any care, or whose life and health are abss risk, be temporarily placed in the care of
a natural person or legal entity specified in the ruling.

117. The Migration Office has adopted thédewing measures concerning unaccompanied
minors who are asylum-seekers to protect théarasts in compliance with the Convention:

e To act in the best interest of the mirmar the basis of his/her individual needs;

e Not to discriminate, i.e. to prevent anyroof discrimination and to give a minor
alien all advantages and possibilities enjoyed by children who are nationals of the
Slovak Repubilic;

e To enable social participation and partatipn in decision-making in the family and
community life, in cases of special nsaaf disabled minor individuals. When
minors participate in decision-making, theigle of their opinion is determined by
their age and maturity.

118. In taking care of this risk groups of/lsn-seekers, the Migtimn Office has a close
project-based cooperation with NGOs, maithlg Slovak Humanitaria@ouncil and UNHCR.

In the framework of the European RefugemdF project, the permanepresence of social
workers within the 24-hour controlled supisign of these groups of asylum-seekers was
ensured in the asylum establishments of Bvézpod Bradlom and Rohovce. The project on the
Protection of the Rights of Unaccompanhuhors Present in the Territory of the

Slovak Republic in Asylum Prodeare was signed in the framework of the European Refugee
Fund. The objective of the project is to implemastystem of universal social care and legal
protection of unaccompanied miraiens present in the territory of the Slovak Republic that
goes beyond the basic care provided to theseimsgeekers by the State. The School Act also
regulates the area of instruartiand education provideo alien children.To remove language
barriers, elementary and advanced languageses of the official language are organized.

Children with disabilities

119. Under the Constitution of the Slovak Rdjmuand valid legislation, children with

disability or children with special educational needs enjoy equal rights of participation in active
life. The Government adopted a set of nuees called “the Nathal Programme for the
Development of Living Conditions for Citizens with Disabilities in All Areas of Life”. The
National Programme is a systemic step on thetwayeating a process of a gradual, conceptual
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solution to several problems irettife of disabled children, ingtling the creation of conditions
for preventing the occurrence of disability, early diagnosis and therapy, record-keeping and
appropriate inclusion into sociahd working life. Its objective i® create equal conditions and
integration of persons, includingsaibled children, into the life of society. Progress in national
programme implementatn is continuously assessed and the commitments are adjusted as
needed.

120. Inthe area of education of children with spkeeducational needs, the current legislation
in the field of education in thSlovak Republic allows for tHellowing ways of education:

e Education in the form of individual ingeation in the standard school system;
e Education in the form of social integrai in special classes of standard schools;
e Education in special schools - segregated education;

e Education in preschool establishments i firm of individual integration, in special
classes or in special kindergartens.

121. Educational and psychologicounselling centres, ecitional and psychological
prevention centres, diagnostic centres, curative and educational sanatoriums and special
educational counsellgnestablishments assist these children and their legal guardians. The
competent State administration school authdréy the obligation to arrange for children who
cannot go to school in person due to their healtth a form of education, which will allow the
achievement of the san®vel of education as vem attending school.

122. Inthe area of health care, disabled childrenprovided dispensary care according to the
nature and severity of thedisability, which is to be undstood as active and systemic
monitoring of sick insured persons or insuredspas at risk of health, their examination and
treatment. The attending physitielassifies the insured persdos dispensary care. Children,

in particular disabled children,enlso given spa care in children spa sanatoriums. Consent of
the legal guardian or of the person in whose custody the child was placed as a substitute for
parental care is required fepa treatment of children untileyr complete compulsory school
attendance. Cooperation agreements in healthcoama@uded by the Ministry of Health of the
Slovak Republic with other countries includ@yisions on cooperation in preventive health
care. Children younger than 6 years of ageerely disabled children, and children with
mandated institutional educatiane exempted from fees for semsclinked with the provision of
health care.

123. Since 1 July 1999, a new scheme of s@adsistance (Act No. 195/1998 Coll. on social
assistance, as amended) has been implemented within the social security system. Compensatic
aimed at assisting citizens, severely disabled children and their families to mitigate or overcome
the social consequences of disability form a significant part of the Social Assistance Act.

124. Compensation takes the form of socialisessand of cash allowances to compensate
social consequences of severgathility. Allowances are granted individually or in combination,
in the area of mobility (access to persatehs, to community facilities), communication
(communicating with the surrounding world, dadility of various types of information),
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necessary everyday life activéi@and household work, and hagtexpenditure. However,
compensation in the form of social servicesash allowances is nohked with a particular
type of disability but always derived from the individual needs of a specific child.

B. Thebest interests of the child

125. Children and youth are guaranteed spgc@kction in the Constitution of the
Slovak Republic. The principle of the best ingtref the child, or consideration of the best
interest of the child, is reflected in the Fanmilgt, Social and Legal Btection of Children and
Social Guardianship Act, Civil Pcedure Code and the Civil Code.

126. Under the Family Act, theart shall consider the child’s interest when deciding on
divorce, the exercise of parental rights antied,l or when approving parental agreements
governing the exercise of parental rights dotles. The court shall always consider, in
particular, emotional ks, developmental needs and the chitdability. If necessary for the
best interest of the minor, the court limits parewisstation rights with respect to the minor, or it
deprives the parent of this right. The parenteelthe duty to exercise their parental rights and
duties in such a way as to protect the minorterigsts. The court may also accord the child’s
minor parent, provided he or sheoisler than 16, parental rightadaduties if it is in the interest
of the child. The court may regulate the minatistation regime with respect to close persons
of the deceased spouse or of the spouse declared dead.

127. The court shall rule eduaaial measures in the intere$tthe minor. They include
reprimand, supervision of the nar, limitation of the minor’s harfal conduct and the minor’'s

or his/her parents’ obligation to submit ta®d counselling. Act No. 305/2005 Coll. on social
and legal protection of children and social guanghip stipulates other types of educational
measures which an authority for social arghlgrotection of children may award a minor.

When the parents live a permanently disordered life, fail to comply with their parental duties or
do not ensure the minor’s upbringing at all, teeirt shall limit parental ghts and duties. When
the parent abuses his/her paagnights, mainly by mistreatment, abuse, negligence or other
forms of ill-treatment of the minothe court shall deprive the parent of his/her parental rights.

C. Theright tolife, survival and development
Theright to lifeand survival

128. Under the Constitution of the Slovak Repuldieryone has the right to life, and human
life is worth protecting before birth. Actd\N73/1986 Coll. on artificially induced abortion
regulates the condition for artificial terminatiohpregnancy in view of the protection of a
woman’s life and health and the interest of responsiblenfidy planning. Upon a woman’s
written application, her pgnancy shall beerminated during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy,
when there are no serious health complicatidngluced abortion on health grounds may be
performed with a woman’s consent or on her initiative if her life or health or the healthy
development of the foetus isrédk or in cases of geneticalijpaired development of the foetus.

129. Since 1989, the number of artificially indu@dxbrtions has shown a long-term decline in
the Slovak Republic. In spite afsharp decline in the numharabortions their continuing
relatively high number in women and girls ygen than 19 years of age should be addressed.
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Total number of abortions 22 792 22 141 21 159 20 075 19 332
Natural abortions 4 766 4 759 4 937 4768 4 905
Artificially induced abortions 18 026 17 382 16 222 15 307 14 427

130. Unwanted pregnancy is mainly preverby education of family planning and
responsible parenthood in the family, at schoollaealth-care establishments. In the sector of
education, the policy of educaiti to matrimony and parenthoodsheamultidisciplinary nature.

It includes ethical, social, psychologi@ald biological knowledge linked with human
reproduction and human relationgire broadest meaning of the ndo In addition to family and
schools, many State and non-State entities, inotudhurches, have programmes to influence
young people.

Theright to development

131. First of all, parents, who can alsgeive State assistaneeder certain statutory

conditions, ensure the child’s development. Syatenand consistent cafer education, health,
nutrition and universal developmenttbe minor is a part of parental rights and duties. Equally,
parents have the duty to maintain their children until they are capable of earning their own living.

132. A broad network of prelsool facilities, primary andecondary schools and school
facilities ensures the development of each chidader the valid legislation, special schools in
cooperation with sgcial educationatounselling (special educatial counsellingentres and
child integration centres) and educational psjogical centres ensure the development of
children with special educational needs. Children also have the possibility of learning in
integrated classes under the supervisiospeicial educators and psychologists.

133. The Slovak Republic has a hittyadeveloped network of @nentary schools of arts

giving basic education in individual artisticespalizations. They are attended by children
interested in developing their musical, dancing, graphic or literary and theatrical talent, and also
by those who prepare for studies at secondelnpols of arts, consatories, and universities

with an artistic focus. From 1 January 2008n@tntary schools of angthin the scope of
competence of municipal bodiase funded from the proceeds of taxes from the income of the
territorial municipal bodies,ral non-State schools of arts are currently financed from the

Ministry of Education title in the State budget.

D. Respect for the views of the child

134. Inthelegal system of the Slovak Republic, the child’sright to express hisher views,
theright to freedom of expression, and the child’sright to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion have been reflected in several newly adopted legal provisions. A child capable
of forming his’lher own views hastheright to freely express hissher viewsin all matters of
his’her concern. Theviewsof the child must be paid appropriate attention corresponding
to his’her age and mental maturity.

135. TheCivil Procedure Coderegulatesthe manner in which the view of a minor whois
a party to the proceedingsis determined in compliance with the Convention. The court
shall determine the view of aminor through hisrepresentative or the competent authority
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for social and legal protection of children, i.e. in a mediated way or by interviewing the
minor in the absence of the parentsor other personsresponsiblefor the upbringing of the
child - i.e. directly. A minor may be interviewed during a court hearing or outside of it.

136. Thenew Family Act also laid down the obligation to hear a minor asa part of
hig’her adoption proceedings, when the child is capable of assessing theimplications of an
adoption, in compliance with the Convention. The court shall determine whether the
minor is capable of assessing the implications of adoption (for mor e details on adoption, see
paras. 61-71 above).

137. Thevalid Criminal Procedure Code hasregulated the interviewing of children as
witnesses and victimsin such away that theinterview can berepeated only when
necessary. In proceedings beforethe court, thisevidence can be taken by reading the
deposit if soruled by the court. The Criminal Procedure Code distinguishes two aspects as
regulated in article 12 of the Convention. Thefirst aspect expressesthe right of the child
with respect to his’/her parents. The second coverstheright of the child to be heard in all
proceedings of concern to him/her. Under the Criminal Procedure Code “the adoptive
parents may arrange access to infor mation concer ning the parents of their adopted child or
giveinformation they haveif it isin the interest of the adopted child and if not regulated in
another manner in a specific legal provision”.

138. Thechild hastheright to beinterviewed in a manner appropriateto hisgher age and
mental maturity. Thisshall apply both tojudicial and administrative proceedingsin which
measur es of social and legal protection of children and of social guardianship are decided.
The implementation of these actions shall not expose the child to discretionary interference
with hig’her privacy and he/she must be given all information of his/her concernin a
manner corresponding to hisgher age and mental maturity.

139. Intheeducational process, students havethe possibility to form their own views and
expressthem to their teachersand school management through student school councils. A
student school council as a school self-gover ning body wasincorporated in the legidation as
early as 1990. (See the concluding observatiayfdshe Committee, paras. 17 and 18.)

140. The Human Rights Olympiad, organizedtfe past five years, in which more

than 4,000 secondary school students from the BIRepublic participate every year, plays an
important role in creating room for the pretion of secondary school students’ views and
attitudes. From individual schomunds to regional and natidrimals, the structure of the
contest includes a knowledge cooment and attitudes componentianvolves the enforcement
of their own rights and also respect for the rights of others.

V. CIVIL RIGHTSAND FREEDOMS
A. Name and nationality

141. Slovak legislation takes fully into aemt the commitments resulting from articles 7
and 8 of the Convention that lay down the chilitshts to a name and a nationality and the right
to preserve his/her identity, including nationality, name and family relations. The right of the
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child to acquire a nationality is legislated in Act No. 40/1993 Coll. on the citizenship of the
Slovak Republic as amended. The Act hesrbamended sevetahes and under current
legislation, a child shall acquire to#izenship of theSlovak Republic, if:

e At least one of the parentsamational of th Slovak Republic;
e He/she was born to stagsk parents in the territoof the Slovak Republic; or

e He/she was born to foreign parents intémeitory of the Slovia Republic and he/she
does not acquire the natidityaof either of them.

142. Where no foreign nationality is proved, a cki@ll be considered a national of the
Slovak Republic if:

e He/she was born in the terniyoof the Slovak Republic; or

e He/she was found in thertgory of the Slovak Repuie, the parents being unknown,
unless it is proved that the child acquired tfationality of another State by birth.

143. A child born to a foreign national andational of the SlovaRepublic shall be a

national of the Slovak Republic even wheis proved later that a national of the

Slovak Republic is not his/hergat. When a child who is not a Slovak national is adopted
according to a specific piece of legislation by dogive parent or parents, of whom at least one
is a national of the Slovak Reblic, he/she shadicquire Slovak natiotity by adoption.

144, Acquisition of Slovak nationaiis made simpler for a child. An applicant may be
granted Slovak nationality withosatisfying the requirement &fe years of permanent
residence if he/she has permam@sidence in the territory of the Slovak Republic at least three
years before reaching 18 years of age, providéshat one of his/her parents has been granted
Slovak nationality after his/her birth but did ragply for Slovak nationality for this child.

145. Act No. 300/1993 Coll. on names and surnames legislates the issue of the child’s right to
a name. The name of the child born in thettey of the Slovak Republishall be determined

by agreement between the parents. If no sigthement is reached, a court shall decide on the
name. When the other parent is unknown, the rfrtiee child shall be given by declaration of

one of the parents. When none of the parerksasvn, the name of the child shall be decided by

a court upon a motion by the municipality or municigigtrict that keeps thegister of births in

which the entry of the birth @he child concerned is made.

146. After birth, a national of the Slovak feblic acquires the common family name of

his/her parents. When the child’s parents rdifferent family names, the child shall acquire the
family name of one of them as agreed at the time of contracting the marriage. When the parents
are not married and have different family names the child shall have the family name as agreed
on by the parents. It is possible to determine by agreement only such family name as one of the
parents had at the time when the agreement was reached.
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147. A child born within 300 days from the final divorce judgement shall acquire the family
name agreed to by the divorced spouses at thedfimetering into marriage, provided there is
no final denial of paternity by the former husbaridhe mother’s child. When the mother is not
married and the child’s father is unknown, thealsihall acquire the mother’s family name she
had at the time of his/her birth tilrpaternity is determined. Wharone of the child’s parents is
known, the court shall determineesthame of the child upon a motion from the register of births
where the entry of the birth of the child is made.

148. Name and family name legislation resp#wsinterests of the child not only in the
regulation of his/her right to a name and familynesbut also when changing it. The change of
the minor’'s name or the minor’s family name shall not be permitted if this change is in conflict
with the minor’s interests. Change of naamel family name of a minor older than 15 years
requires his/her consent.

B. Freedom of expression

149. Article 26 of the Constitution of the SlovRkpublic guarantees the child’s right to
freedom of expression. Within the meaninghef quoted article of the Constitution, freedom of
expression and right to informatighall be guaranteed to all. Everyone has the right to express
his/her opinion in words, writing, print, imageshy other means and also to seek, receive and
disseminate ideas and information freely, relgmslof State borders. Freedom of expression
and the right to seek and disseminate informatiay be restricted by law only if it concerns
measures necessary in a democratic societyotegirthe rights and freedoms of others, national
security, public order, and public health and morals.

150. As stated above, a child has the right tedoen of expression. This right includes the
freedom to seek, receive and disseminate idediindmrmation of any kind, regardless of State
borders whether orally, in writing, through arts or any other means according to the choice of the
child.

C. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief

151. A child’s right to freedom of thought, carence, religion and belief is guaranteed in
article 24 of the Constitution oféhSlovak Republic. This right also includes the right to change
religion or belief. Everyone has the righta® without religious affiliation. The Constitution
guarantees everyone the right to express hiffloeights, the right to freely express his/her
religion or belief, either alonar in association with otherprivately or publicly, in worship,
religious acts, maintaining ceremonies, opé#asticipate in religious instruction.

152. Inthe area of relations between the Statatendhurch, a shift in the quality of relations
occurred due to the ratification of the intational treaty regulating the relation between the
Slovak Republic and the Holy See in 2000 (@asic Treaty between the Slovak Republic

and the Holy See published in the Cdiiec of Laws of the Slovak Republic under

No. 326/2001 Coll.), and the effect of theaionaal agreement between the State and the

11 registered churches and religious stes in 2002 (the Agreement between the

Slovak Republic and Regested Churches and Religious Sdieig, published in the Collection of
the Laws under No. 250/2002 Coll.).
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153. The content of both pieces of legislation idinect relation to therovisions of article 14

of the Convention. In these agreements, theg®epublic proclaimed guarantees to the effect
that care for children and their upbringing arerigbt and duty of their parents. At the same

time, the parents and other persons and establishments for institutional and protective education
have the right to educate children in harmorihvhe principles of the religious belief and

moral philosophy of their church and religiaeiety. Thus, the parties to the agreement
recognized the priority of parents’ rights ahaties in the education of their children that are

always performed in compliance with their conviction.

154. In addition to the statutes mentionethiminitial report of te Slovak Republic, the
following documents ensure the child’s rightfteedom of thought, conscience and religion:

(@) The Concept of State Policy towaflsildren and Youth in the Slovak Republic
until 2007 approved by resolution of thewg@rnment No. 1213 of 19 December 2001.
According to this concept, State policy towards children and youth covers:

() The influence of the State through State institutions and other State
mechanisms, ensuring conditions foe ttevelopment of children and youth,
inter alia, and also conditions for their participation in social and political
life, including legislative measures;

(i)  The creation of conditions for shaping young people into independent
personalities (capable of making choices, of controlling their personal and
social life as full participants in society), solidarity (having interest in
others, capable of cooperation wéthd for them, empathic), responsible
(capable of assuming responsibility for their deeds, of honouring
commitments) and engaged (capable of declaring respect for values, of
commitment to a good thing and of acting according to them);

(i)  The creation of conditions for créag and shaping va&uorientation of
children and youth within moral and societal standards;

(iv) Preventive protection and measupestecting children and youth against
negative phenomena affecting them;

(v) When implementing civic and polital participation, the various action
plans understand, based on the aboveepin the participation of children
and youth as the way of life in democracy in the broadest meaning of the
word. The purpose of participatiato learn and apply democratic
principles of civil society based onetlunderstanding of external attributes
of democracy (e.g. the mechanisnmetéctions, of public administration
institutions and the like) as well asitd understanding as a continuous and
permanent, active and responsible imeohent in life and the development
of micro-, mezzo- and macro-environniefParticipatbn of children and
youth does not mean confrontation with the views and attitudes of adults,
but creation of conditions for joinedision-making by adults and children
in matters concerning them;
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(b) The Treaty between the Slovakgblic and the Holy See on Catholic
Upbringing and Education: The Governmenthad Slovak Republic exgssed its consent with
the conclusion of the Treaty between thev@k Republic and the HoSee on Catholic
Upbringing and Education in its resolutiomN82/2004 of 14 January 2004. The purpose of the
Treaty is to regulate the terms and scope of the exercise of the right to education according to
article 42, paragraph 1, of the Constitutiorited Slovak Republic, which also includes the
freedom of choice in the selemti of pertinent educational est@hment by parents or legal
guardians. In the framework of the respect for this right, they also have the right to their
religious belief in which the instruction of thehildren should take place. The implementation
of the Catholic Upbringing and Education Treet ensured through the enforcement of the
above-mentioned right to education. The righnatural or legal entitgeto establish school
institutions is clearly linked with the matter of the Treaty. Concluding the international Treaty
between the Slovak Republic and the Holy 8e&atholic Upbringingnd Education ensures
the implementation of the right of the Catholic Church in this field;

(c) The Agreement between the Slovak Republic and Registered Churches and
Religious Societies on Religiolpbringing and Education: The Government of the
Slovak Republic expressed itsnsent with the conclusion of the Agreement between the
Slovak Republic and Regested Churches and Religious S#i@s on Religious)pbringing and
Education in its resolution No. 33/2004 of 14dJary 2004. Pursuant to Act No. 308/1991 Coll.
on the freedom of religious belief and the statushafrches and religious societies, as amended,
the Government of the Slov&epublic and 11 registered cbhbes and religious societies
together prepared a draft agreement that builds on the Agreement between the Slovak Republic
and Registered Churches and Religious &@s published in the Collection of Laws
No. 250/2002. Recognizing the right to educationtarttie exercise of this right in religious
education according to the principles of indivibregyistered churches and religious societies,
article 12, paragraph 2, of this Treaty gives parém right to educate their children in harmony
with the principles of the religious belief ambral philosophy of their registered church and
religious society. The Agreement responds tdotiec rights of parents and legal guardians to
enrol their own or adoptive children in a schookchooling institution of their choosing.

D. Freedom of association and peaceful assembly

155. These rights belong to the so-called palltrights. They are included in articles 28
and 29 of the Constitution of the Slovakreélic (see paras. 71-74 above). Civil
associations are a part of the so-called paniit, non-governmental sector governed by

Act No. 83/1990 Coll. on the assoiom of citizens. This legairovision does not define civil
associations. However, assation may be understood as@nmunity of citizens brought
together by a concrete goal correspondinipéir interests that W bring benefit (moral,
ecological, economic, cultural, educational, physical, etc.) to society, groups of citizens or
individuals.

156. The legal system of the SlovakpRblic does not pemit associations:

e Aiming at denial or restriction of personal, political or other rights of citizens on
grounds of their ethnic origj gender, race, descentjipcal or other conviction,
religious conviction, social atus, incitement to hatrexhd intolerance, support of
violence or other violations @ahe Constitution and/or laws;
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e Pursuing their goals in a manner contrary to the Constitution and the laws;

e Which are armed or have armed unitdssociations whose members hold or use
firearms for sporting purposes or huntsitall not be considered among such
associations.)

E. Protection of privacy

157. Privacy of persons, including childrengiainly protected by the Constitution of the
Slovak Republic. Articld9, paragraph 2, guarantees that “everyone shall have the right to be
free from unjustified interferenda his/her private and familyfe”. Under the Constitution,

home is inviolable and a house searchdmissible only in connection with criminal

proceedings and only upon a reasoned written order issued by a judge. Secrecy of letters,
communications and other written documents, including protection of personal data, shall be
guaranteed.

158. Article 4 of the Preamble tbe new Family Act stipulates for everyone, regardless of
age, that “... the parents have the obligatioansure a peaceful and safe environment in the
family”, where also the protection of a child’s @oy is considered. The Civil Code protects the
personality of human beings by guaranteeirer right to life and health, civil honour and
human dignity, privacy, and namedaexpressions of pgonal nature.

F. Accessto appropriate information

159. Guaranteeing the child’s right to know hes/parents under article 7 of the Convention
became an issue in the drafting of the new Family Act mainly in the context of “legalizing”
unreported deliveries. The issoieproviding information on the parents of the adopted child to
the adoptive parents is approached prudemitlyleearing in mind compliance with article 3 of
the Convention as the primary concern in a specdge. From a psychological point of view, it
is very important to determine under what gimstances and in what way the adoptive parents
should tell the child the truth wibut destabilizing their relation.

160. This is also the fact referred to in arti¢lef the Convention where it is stated that the
child shall have, as far as possible, the rightrtow his/her parents. The wording in the new
Family Act, in section 106, paragraph 3, is thereformulated in the same spirit and reads “If it
is in the interest of the adopted child, the adoptive parents may facilitate the child’s access to
information concerning his/her gnts or give information thedyave unless a separate regulation
provides otherwise.” On the other hand, knowleadigene’s own origin is an important aspect

in the building of one’s own identity. Thisfbeen proved by several organizations helping
adopted persons in their search for their own identity.

161. The issue of the child’s rights in the @itof access to approgte information is
also taken into account in Act No. 308/20D@Il. on broadcasting and retransmission,
Act No. 16/2004 Coll. on Slovak Televisiamd Act No. 619/2003 Coll. on Slovak Radio.

162. Broadcasting programmes for minors definepgragrammes in the public interest focus
on education and information delivery. The breaster has the statutory obligation to ensure a
diversified programme structuasd, in particular, a majorifgroportion of programmes in the
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public interest. Child andopth programme broadcasting on the basis of the law is also
regulated in the Slovak Radio A&nd the Slovak Television Act mwrant to which diverse kinds
of child and youth programmes are a part efghogramme service tie Slovak Television and
the Slovak Radio.

163. In cases of licensed broadcastemsgpetion, investmeni@nd broadcasting of
programmes in the publioterest, i.e. also programmes @iildren, are taken into account in
decision-making concerning licence grantifgyotection of minors (icluding appropriate
information to which minors k& access) in broadcasting is regulated mainly in the
Retransmission Act, under whichetbroadcaster has the followidgties and restrictions:

The duty to ensure that no programmestber parts of the programme service that
may disturb the physical, mental or moratelepment of minors, in particular those
which contain pornography or brutatjustified violence, are broadcast;

Broadcasting of programmes or other paftthe programme service that may be a
threat to the physical, mental or moralel®pment of minors or disturb their mental
health and emotional status is prohibited from 6.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m.;

The obligation to consider the age aspect in planning individual programmes for
broadcasting and other programme services for minors;

The obligation to introduce and applyaiform system of programme signs
addressed to parents asdlucators of minors, which indicates programme
appropriateness for the minors aged 7, 123rib 18 years. This obligation also
applies to the programme offer and lhoasting and programme reviews published
in periodicals and other mass media.

164. Protection of minors is also ensuethe broadcasting of commercials and
tele-shopping:

The broadcaster has the obligation to eashat his commerdsand tele-shopping
broadcasting for minors or with the partiatfpn of minors contain nothing that could
damage their interest and ignore their special sensitivity;

The broadcaster has the obligation to ensure that broadcast commercials and
tele-shopping cannot threaten the physicahtadeor moral develpment of minors or
disturb their mental health and enwotal status. Broadcast commercials and
tele-shopping must not:

Directly invite minors to purchase goodssarvices by explting their inexperience
and trust;

Directly encourage minors tmnvince their parents or other persons of the need to
purchase the offered products or services;
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e Show minors in dangerous situations without a reason;
e Encourage minors to purchase goods #natforbidden to be sold to them.
165. The broadcaster has the duty to ensure that:

e No commercials and tele-shoppgiof erotic servicegrotic goods and erotic
audio-text services are broadcast from 6.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m.;

e His/her tele-shopping broadcasting containgnwdations to order, sell or rent goods
or services addressed to minors;

e Broadcast commercials and tele-shoppinglobholic beverages are not targeted at
minors and mainly do not show mairs drinking these beverages;

e Broadcast commercials of medications are not meant for children;

e Broadcasting of programmes for minors\& interrupted with commercials or
tele-shopping.

166. The Council for Broadcasting@&Retransmission imposes on the broadcasters effective
sanctions for violations of indidual duties. Protection of mir®rs also taken into account in

the legislation under preparatiethe Press Act and the Audiosion Act. The draft Press Act
provides for special protection of minors in firecess of acquiring, processing and publishing
information as well as in the process of tllegsemination through the communication media.
The responsibility of the communication media wispect to minors as recipients of the
disseminated information also includes apprdprpotection against oumunication containing
violence or otherwise damaging their interests.

167. Within the protection of minors, the drAfudio-Vision Act regulates the duty of a

uniform system of programme signs for ghretection of minors - graphic symbols of
audio-visuals, audio recordings of artistic performances, multimedia pieces and programmes of
the television service, from the point of view of their inaccessibility, inappropriateness or
appropriateness for children agédL2, 15 and 18. The draft laadso regulates restriction of

minors’ access to audio-visual pieces, recasliof artistic performances and multimedia pieces
made only for adults. Currently, Act No. 445/0990ll. on conditions ofale and dissemination

of printed media and other matters potentially endangering morality regulates the issue.

168. Activities linked with citddren’s access to appropriate infeation is an inseparable part
of the activity of organizations within the juristdon of the Ministry of Culture. One of the
organizations igiterarne informacné centrum publishing the Siniko children’s journal. Each
issue of this children’s journal includes a coluemtitled “Let Me Tell You about a Nice Book”.

169. Children’s access to information is alsgulated by Act No. 270/1995 Coll. on the State
language of the Slovak Republiader which audio-visual pieces in a foreign language for
children younger than 12 years of agestriie dubbed into the Slovak language.



CRCI/C/SVK/2
page 48

G. Theright not to be subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment

170. Atrticle 16, paragraph 2, of the Constitutmfrthe Slovak Republimakes it clear that no
one shall be subjected to torture or cruel, inaorar degrading treatment or punishment. This
right is respected with regard to childrersahools and schogdcilities. The conclusions and
recommendations of the European ConventiotferPrevention of lll-Treatment are observed
with respect to children and juviées at schools and special edtional establishments in the
Slovak Republic.

171. The new Penal Code has lowered the agearafnal liability from 15 to 14 years. In

case of minors, the sentence of deprivation @frtyis reduced to half. Thus, it cannot happen
that a minor offender is sentenced to serve an exceptional - lifelong - sentence. The upper limit
of the sentence must not exceed seven yearshe lower limit two years. A court may impose

on a juvenile the unconditional sente of deprivation of liberty only when it is obvious that in
view of the circumstances of the case, another sentence would not achieve the objective of the
sentence according to the Penal Code. In cakege the juvenile committed the crime in a
particularly contemptiblenanner, or when the juvenile is peularly dangerous to society, the

court may impose the sentence of deprivationbartly up to 15 years when it is obvious that the
sentence of deprivation of liberty of 7 yearsuld not suffice. Juveniles serve the sentence of
deprivation of liberty in establishments farwicted juveniles. On the other hand, the law
expanded the possibilities for determining the sec# of deprivation of liberty below the upper
limit without any restrictions.

172. The new Criminal Procedure Code regulgpesial proceedings against juveniles in a
separate part. A juvenile, for example, musteha defence lawyer as early as the charges are
filed, and he/she may liaken into remand custody only whighpurpose cannot be achieved in
another way, even if there are legal groundsdarand custody; trial and public plea-bargaining
cannot be held in his/habsentia and the like.

173. The most frequent expressions of degatiisatment among pupils and students at
schools and inmates of reformat@stablishments include various forms of bullying and sexual
harassment. In cases of suspicion of physicakychical mistreatment, bullying of children or
of risks to their moral development, the headter of the school has the obligation to
immediately address the problem in cooperatigh the management tiie school. In cases
where the legal guardians of the children doaawhply with the measures imposed by the
school, the headmaster has the duty to contaatdmpetent social affa departmet, medical
doctor - paediatrician and the competent police force unit.

174. The educational and organizational gugamaterials issued by the Ministry of

Education for schools and schoatilities, public administrationna municipal authorities in the
school system for eadthool year give detailed inforti@n on activities undgpreparation and
possibilities for helping children at risk, as well as on effective prevention and assistance. In the
area of social pathology prevention, primarfiaas make use of pvention programmes and
projects recommended by the Ministry of Edtion such as the “Health-Promoting Schools”
project of the World Health Organization; th&ay to Emotional Maturity” programme of the
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Research Institute of Child Psychology and Pathopsychology; and “Before It Is Not Too Late”,
“School without Alcohol, Cigarettes and OtH2rugs”, “We Want to Breathe Clean Air”,
“Protection against Torturenfhuman or Degrading TreatmentRunishment” projects, among
others.

175. The incidence of domestic violence alsoessitated legislative amendments in the

Civil Code and regulatioof relations between spouses, intjgatlar with respect to acquisition

of property, property distribudn after termination of marriage and cancellation of the right of
common residential tenancy after divorce. &heended legislation ensures that the common

flat or house must be left by the abuser aotithe victim when colidgtation proves impossible

due to domestic violence. The law also regulates cases when the abuser and the victim continu
to live together in their common flat. Though ttwurts in the past ordered the flat into the
exclusive tenancy of the victim after divorce the abuser was allowed to stay in the flat until the
victim found him a housing substitute. Under tigsv legislation, theaurt shall not order

housing substitute to the abuser in such casess diecision concerning further tenancy of the
flat, the court shall mainly take into account ierests of minor childreand the opinion of the
landlord. These provisions of the Civil Code atcivil law sanctioning of domestic violence,
educating abusers and preventing furt@nmission of acts of domestic violence.

176. In addition, the courts have the posisytof provisional measures temporarily
prohibiting entry into the house or flat in whialclose person or person in one’s care lives and
where there is reason to believe that this person is the victim.

177. Rules applicable to orderipgovisional measures in spectalses have been regulated
since 1 September 2003. Ordering provisional measuarspecial cases has tackled the situation
and procedure by the court in cases when the hi&dt without any care or when his/her life or
healthy development are at risk or seriousstutbed. The court rendering provisional measures
must decide within 24 hours from the delivefythe motion. The time limit of 24 hours from

the submission of a case to an appeal coursaabplicable to the decision on the appeal. The
ruling shall be enforced in such a way ttred court, in cooperation with State authorities

(police, authority for social and legal protectenmd prevention), shall deliver the minor child to
the custody of a specified natural persorsocial services establishment.

178. The most frequent forms of violence agaamsidren in families include negligence in
maintenance, sexual abusespbportionate punishmerand physical and mé&al mistreatment.
Children are primary victims of violence in cas@sen they are the direct object of ill-treatment,
abuse and mistreatment. Children become secondary victims of violence when they are
witnesses of violence committed against persons close to them in their environment (mostly thei
mothers).

179. The Slovak Republic pays special attemto vice crimes in which victims suffer
significant emotional traumand sometimes even lifelong mentimage. In 2004, a total of
131,244 criminal offences were committed, of wh8¥5 were vice crimes. Of the 875 vice
criminal offences, 713 were clarified in 2004 2004, out of the 823 vice crime victims,

584 were children. In 2005, vice crime droppedlycriminal offences compared with 2004.
Out of a total of 794 offences, 626 were cladfisdCompared with 2004 (713), this is a drop of
87 clarified offences. Out of a total 615 victims in 2005, children numbered 504. Minors
were victims in 8.3 per cent ohses of violent crime and in 15.7 per cent of cases of
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mistreatment of a close person and of the perstimeiabuser’s care. Juveniles were mostly
victims of rape (16.3 per centh@intentional bodily harm (7 peent) (for more details on vice
crime, see chap. VIII).

180. Health-care providers - holders of authatiams or licence to independently carry out
health-care practice - have the duty of notifmain case of suspicion of child negligence,
mistreatment or abuse. They have the obligation to notify immediately the prosecutor,
investigator or police authority of their suspigiof negligence, mistreatment or abuse of a minor
person or other person withautwith limited legal capacity.

181. Articles 19 and 34 of the Convention are refleatithl respect to aliens in all instructions
concerning the rules of conduct in asylastablishments. Crime prevention in the
establishments of the Migration Office of therli4itry of the Interioand of the Slovak Republic
also deals with these issues. In 2004,3exual and Gender-Based Violence among
Asylum-Seekers in the Slovak Republic projectserual violence prevention and monitoring
was carried out by a United Nations volunteenfrBelgium in cooperation with the Migration
Office, UNHCR and the Slovak Humigarian Council (SHC) in the Gétkovo asylum
establishment. No case of abuse of minors fwand in asylum establishments. Established
deviations from standard care of minors weraedied by social workers through talks with
mothers. At the end of 2004, social workers, nurses and private security service (PSS) staff
were trained on these issues. The training @rganized by UNHCR and carried out in the
Adamov-Gbely, Brezovéa pod Bradlom, Géwvo and Rohovce asylumtablishments. Social
workers from SHC and officers fromethiPolice Detention Office of Medd®v also participated.

182. Currently, the asylum establishments at@énprocess of improving their security
system, internal security and outside pobibn against unauthorized entry into these
establishments by unwanted persons. The NMaraDffice adopts technitaorganizational and
personal measures in asylum establishmeneshance protection of asylum-seekers, in
particular vulnerable groups of asylum-seekdrkey include the creation of a so-called safe
housing, common areas using regime in asylum establishments hosting various groups of
asylum-seekers, ensuring permanent supervision of the security of residents by PSS (closed
circuit, visual supervision, regular patrollingh uniform information sgtem of pictograms was
designed as part of the effort to improve skeurity situation in asylum establishments and
installed in all Migration Officeasylum establishments at thegbing of 2006. The security
situation in the establishments of the MigoatOffice is monitored not only by their in-house
staff, but also in cooperation with the police.

V. FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND SUBSTITUTE CARE
A. Parental care

183. The right of parents to take care of theilden and to bring them up in conformity with
their own ideological and philosophical beligssenshrined in the Constitution of the

Slovak Republic, which guarantees the protectf matrimony, parenthood and family. The

rights of parents can be restricted only by law. Parents taking care of their children are entitled
to assistance from the State. On the othedhtlney are responsible for creating a harmonious
family environment in which all family members can feel safe.
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184. Parental rights and responsibilities are giedifor in more detail in a new law on the
family effective from April 2005. They include, particular, consistent and regular care for the
upbringing, health, and overall\dopment of children, the reggentation of children and the
administration of children’s adse Parental rights and pemnsibilities towards children arise
only for those parents who have full parental righthese rights arise at the birth of the child
and cease to exist, except for the child mainteaabligation, when the child becomes of age.
The father and the mother have identical legal status with regard to their common children,
irrespective of whether they are married to onetlaer or not. The father who is not married to
the mother of a child acquires parental righms responsibilities only updhe determination of
paternity by a consensual declaration of paréefore a competent authority or by a final
decision of the court. Holders of parermights and responsibilities may not effectively
relinquish them of their own volition.

185. The court may also recognize parentaltsigimnd responsibilities wittegard to personal
care for a child if the child’s parent is amar over 16 on the condition that the parent shall
exercise those rights in the bedenest of his/her child. If one tiie parents dies, parental rights
and responsibilities towards the chiléassumed by the surviving parent.

186. Parental rights and resporidiles of parents do not becometict. Parental rights and
responsibilities of parents who alkve can be suspended, restricted or terminated only by a
judicial decision. Parental righhcan be suspended only if a serious impediment prevents one or
both parents from exercising their rights. Paremggits may be restricted only in the best

interest of children. Theotrt restricts the exercise of parental rights only if:

e Parents have a long record of leading a disordered life;
e Parents completely fail to exercise thearental rights and responsibilities; or
e Parents do not ensure the upbringing of their child.

In case of any change in that situation, tbertmay revoke its decision and decide to impose
supervision over the upbringing of the minor child.

187. The most serious interference with parengditsi is the deprivation of those rights. In
this case, parents continuehtave the maintenance obligation towards their minor child. The
court may deprive the parents of their parentgits only if they misuse their parental rights and
responsibilities (e.g. through physical or gsylogical mistreatmentr, notwithstanding

previous warnings, seriously fail to exercise their parental rights and responsibilities. In such
situations the court deprives pate of their parental rights amesponsibilities with respect to all
of their children. If only one parent is depriveithis/her parental rightshese rights are fully
assumed by the other parent or, in the absemeedf) the court appoints a guardian whose task
IS to ensure the child’s upbringing, to represent the child and to administer its assets. If the
grounds for depriving parents of their rigltsd responsibilities cease to exist, the court may
reverse its decision, including on its own initiative.
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B. Parental responsibilities

188. Parents are primarily responsible fopasistent and regular care of the child’s

upbringing, health, nutrition and ol development. Parents hawe right and obligation to
represent their minor children and administer their assets. When exercising their parental rights,
they have a duty to respect the best interediisedf child. The relations between parents and
children consist of mutual rights and responsibilitleet cannot be assignemother persons or
relinquished, and are not subjéztprescription or limitation. leases of parents who are unable

to take care of their children, these relatioresy be regulated by a judicial decision. In

assessing the level of fulfilment of parental responsibilities, the court must give separate
consideration to each parent.

189. The law on the family provides that the oliigato take care of a minor child pertains
also to the person who is not the child’s parbuat,is married to his/her parent and lives with
him or her in the same household. Both spoasesesponsible for meeting the needs of their
family established by marriage in conformity with their abilities, possibilities and property
situation. The satisfaction of the needs offdraily also includes personal care for children and
for the household. Decisions on family matters akertgointly by both spouses. If they fail to
agree on fundamental issues, the decision isitaigea court on a motion filed by one of the
spouses. The right of the parents to educate ¢hédren and the right of the child to parental
upbringing are considered as fundamental huriggmts. Third persons or the society have no
right to interfere with the legal relationship betwélea parent and the child. If a parent is taking
proper care of his/her child, tistate may not restrittis/her parental rights and responsibilities
and/or deprive him or her of these rights.

C. Separation from parents

190. Under the legislation in force, Statéhauities may interfergvith parental legal

relationships only in exceptional circumstanc&be rights of parents can be restricted or
suspended and minor children can be separated from their parents against their parents’ will only
by a lawful judicial decision. Such separation rhaynecessary if a child is abused or neglected

by his/her parents, or if his/her parents livardand it is necessary to determine the place of
residence of the child.

191. In cases of divorce, the court rules onpibst-divorce exercise of parental rights and
responsibilities towards the child and decidesnigaon the custody of the child and on the
representation of a minor child and administmatf the child’s assets. When making this
decision, the court makes sure that the righbhefminor child to mainia his/her relationship
with both parents is respected and that therpavbo has not been given the custody of the
minor child has the right to be regularly infathabout the child. Toetter assess the matter,
the court may also hear a minor child provideat the child - given his/her age and level of
development - is capable of forming his/hemoviews. The court also determines how the
parent who has not been given custody ohleisminor child should contribute to the child’s
maintenance, or approves the agreementeop#irtents on the amount of maintenance. In
making its decision the court always takes intmaat the best interests of the minor child. If
neither parent is given custody of the chilek tourt issues a maintenance order binding on both
parents.
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192. Parents may agree on visitation rights forthmenor child even before the court rules on
the dissolution of their marriage. The court does not interfere with such agreement and the
agreement need not be approved by the cduré decisive circumstancés visitation are both
on the side of the minor child - age, heamdition, relationship tthe parent who does not
have custody, daily regime - and on the sifibis/her parents - their relationship, family
situation, time and finama possibilities, etc. Where it is the interest of the healthy
development of the child, the court restrictpoohibits contacts between the child and the
parents.

193. The divorce usually represents a traumaiiea&nce not only for parents, but also for
minor children. They can overcome this difficaloment in their lives with the free help of
psychological counselling servicpsovided by the relevant local Offices of Labour, Social
Affairs and Family. Prassional psychological help is provibieith a view to restoring marital
relations and in the interest of preventingdharce from having an adverse impact on children.
Children need psychological assistance that inegtrovided or ensured for them before the
divorce of their parents, during divorce procegdiand after the divorce. In addition to
professional psychological assistance, childreahgarents may be provided with or referred for
professional social counselling.

Year Number of divorces| Divorce rate (humbePercentage of

of divorces per divorces involving

100 marriages) minor children
2001 9817 41.3 70.1
2002 10 960 43.7 70.2
2003 10716 41.2 69.7
2004 10 889 39.0 67.3
2005 11 553 44.2 65.9

D. Family reunification

194. Repatriation of a child that e/&orn to a citizen of the Slov&epublic in the territory of
another country and has beemationed, or the return to theo@hk Republic of a child having
habitual residence in the Slovak territory is -agd it can be done by the child’s parent, relative
or other person having custody of the childrrie@ out by the competent authority for social
and legal protection of children and social glimnship. The child’s parent, relative or the
person who has custody of the child is prodigeth assistance when assuming custody of

the child. The costs incurred by the competent authority for social and legal protection of
children and social guardianship in connection with returning a child to the territory of the
Slovak Republic may beecovered from the child’s paremsother persons responsible for
his/her upbringing. When it is evident thag fparent or the person having custody of the

child will not assume care of the child after his/Feturn or repatriation to the territory of the
Slovak Republic, the child will be provided substitute care through the intermediary of the
competent authority for social and legal protection of children and social guardianship. The
same procedure may be applied by the facilityiristitutional or protective education in which
the child had been placed by a judidatision before leaving the Slovak Republic.
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195. The number of children whose return qgrateiation was carried out by the competent
authority for social and legal protection ofldren and social guardianship is as follows:

Year Return Repatriation
2004 15 12
2005 6 23

196. Family reunification is also organizieg the Migration Office in conjunction

with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and in active cooperation with
non-governmental organizations. All thesditngons join in creating optimum conditions
for the return to the country of origin ahaccompanied minor asylum-seekers who find
themselves on the territory of the Slovak Republic.

197. The number of voluntary returns of minor asylum-seekers is shown below.
e Year 2002

7 minor children accompanied by at least one parent
2 unaccompanied minors

e Year 2003

6 minor children accompanied by at least one parent
4 unaccompanied minors

e Year 2004
5 minor children accompanied by at least one parent
e Year 2005

7 minor children accompanied by at least one parent
5 unaccompanied minors

198. Asylum-seekers enter the Slovak territmginly from economically weak Asian
countries suffering from political problems (Ind@hina, Afghanistan, Bangladesh), former
Soviet republics (Chechnya, Moldova, Geordianenia), or from cedin African countries
(Somalia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone).

199. The following table gives the statistarsthe number of asylum-seekers in the
Slovak Republic, sepate data on minors not accompargdparents or close relatives, and
data on school-age children of asylum-seekers.

Year School-age children | Unaccompanied Total

of asylum-seekers minors (asylum-seekers)
2002 123 1371 9743
2003 115 705 10 358
2004 115 195 11 395
2005 115 100 3 549
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E. Illicit transfer and non-return of children abroad

200. The Slovak Republic joined the Hague Cotiearon the Civil Aspects of International
Child Abduction of 25 October 1980 (in forter Slovakia from 1 February 2001) and the
European Convention on Recognition and Ecgment of Decisionsoncerning Custody

of Children and on Restation of Custody of Children of 20 May 1980 (in force for Slovakia
from 1 September 2001). In conformity with taeonventions, the Centre for International

Legal Protection of Chileén and Youth (hereinafter referred to as the “Centre”) performs the
role of the central authority that has the duty to take all necessary measures to prevent illicit
transfers of children and secure the immediate return of children that have been transferred or
detained without legal authority.

201. Since its creation in 2001, the Centre has aeamstant growth in the number of cases.
Their number increased from tases involving child abductiand visitation schedules as
provided for in the conventions handledthg Centre in 2001 to 16 cases in 2002, 36 cases

in 2003, 54 cases in 2004 and 75 cases in 2005. The overwhelming majority of cases involved
the illicit transfer abroad or keeping very small children abroad by one of their parents. In
some cases on record a child was unlawfullydiemed to the territory of the Slovak Republic,

and the central authorities of otle®untries asked the Centreaiwange the return of the child
abroad.

202. Aninstrument which effectively comements the Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduaeti is Council Regulation (EC) No. 2201/2003
concerning jurisdiction and the recognitiamdaenforcement of judgements in matrimonial
matters and in matters parental responsibility (Brussels Il bishich entered into effect for the
Slovak Republic on 1 March 2005. Since the dtedgarental abductiodid not entail criminal
liability in Slovakia before 1 January 2006, it had beén possible to arrange for the return of
illicitly transferred children from the countriéisat were not Statgarties to the Hague
Convention on the Civil Aspects of Intetional Child Abductin of 25 October 1980.
However, the new Penal Code in force sidcJanuary 2006 has introduced a new predicate
offence of parental abduction. This enaltlessCentre to cooparawith the National

Central Bureau of Interpol and to also seeknediate return of children illicitly transferred

to the countries that are not State paitieisternational conveaions dealing with

abduction.

F. Restoration of custody of children

203. Most measuresrelated to interventionsin familiesresult from or precedejudicial
decisions. Thenew law on social and legal protection of children and social guardianship is
therefore harmonized with therelevant provisions of the Family Act, mainly asregards
court measur es designed to secur e the upbringing of the child, special provisions

concer ning adoption, custodianship, guardianship, guardianship at litem or property
guardianship, or extension of the range of educational measur es, including institutional
care.
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204. Thelaw on social and legal protection of children and social guardianship lays down
therequirements and rules gover ning contacts between children placed in an institution
and their parentswith the aim of safeguarding their relationshipsand creating the
conditionsthat would enable the parentsto regain custody of their child. It alsolaysdown
theright of theseinstitutionsto create conditionsfor enabling parentsto stay in the
institution. Moreover, the new law givesthe child theright to meet with his/her
grandparents, siblings or other close persons. (See the concluding observations of the
Committee, paras. 27 and 28.)

G. Children deprived of a family environment

205. Theareaof substitute family careisregulated mainly by the Act on the Family. The
Act contains several structured, complementary and interdependent provisional measures
designed to replace parental custody of minor children in those cases wher e the parentsdo
not have or areincapable of having custody of their children. Substitute care can be
instituted only by ajudicial decision. It means entrusting a minor child to the custody of a
natural person other than the birth parent (hereinafter referred to as* alternate custody”),
foster careor institutional care. When issuing a decision on the form of substitute care, the
court alwaystakesinto account the best interests of the minor child. Alternate custody or
foster carearepreferred over institutional care.

206. Thenew legidation also expanded the competencies of NGOs, which work
predominantly in the area of substitute family care. The citizens association Navrat (The
Return) effectively and closely cooper ates with State administrative authorities, mainly in
the area of preparing adoption applicants and prospective foster parentsand in the area of
mediating adoption and foster care.

207. Thelist of children that need substitute family careiskept by the designated Office
of Labour, Social Affairsand Family. Thetask of the Officeisto facilitate the development
of a personal relationship between the child and the applicant within two months of the
date on which the child was entered on thelist of children available for substitute family
care. Thetwo-month timelimit may bereduced if thisisin the best interests of the child.
A suitable applicant from thelist of applicants kept by any local Office of Labour, Social
Affairsand Family may enter the process of developing a personal relationship with the
child. Non-State entitiesthat have accreditation for the preparation of substitute family
care and for facilitating the establishment of a personal relationship between the child and
the applicant can be also involved in this process.

208. A new Act No. 627/2005 Coll. on allowances promoting alter nate custody, which

took effect on 1 January 2006, is also designed to promote the system of substitute family
care, including foster care. The Act regulatesthe provision of financial contributions by
means of which the State encour ages alter nate custody of a child by a natural person

other than thebirth parent. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 27
and 28.)
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Types and amounts of allowances

Type of allowance (also applies to Age of | Situation before Current situation
foster care) the child | 31 December 2005 From 1 January 2006
Amount in SKK

Lump sum allowance payable atthe 0-6 5 840 8 840

time of placement in alternate 6-15 7 180 8 840

custody 7 650 8 840

Lump sum allowance payable at the 7 650 22 100

time of termination of alternate

custody

Repeated contributions for the child  0-6 2 340 3320
6-15 2 880 3320
15+ 3070 3 320

Repeated allowances for substitute 1 430* 4 230**

parents

Special repeated allowances for - 1740

substitute parents taking care of a

child with a severe disability

* Per each child placed in custody of a substitute parent.

** |rrespective of the number of childrglaced in custody of a substitute parent,
payable in a single sum. If three or more siblings have been placed in custody of a substitute
parent, + SKK 3,000/month.

209. Children’s homes are institutions for soeiadl legal protection of children and social
guardianship that have the task of exexuthree types of judicial decisions:

e Court decisions on institutional care (if theldltannot be placed in alternate custody
or foster care and if otheducational measures failed to bring an improvement);

e Court decisions on provisionaleasures (temporary meassiimposed by the court
before deciding the case on merits);

e Court decisions on educational measurestéciiesl measures imposed by the court if
a less stringent measure did not lead &ithprovement in the child’s situation;
maximum duration of@ucational measures is six mbst after the expiry of this
time limit the court reviews theffectiveness of the measure and, depending on the
results of the review, may decideitopose another educational measure).

210. Children’shomesreplace the natural family environment of children, with
emphasis being laid on the provisional character of placement in theinstitution. Act

No. 305/2005 Call. stipulatesthat founding entities of children’s homes must create the
necessary conditions by 31 December 2006 for placing every diagnosed child under 1 year
of age exclusively in foster families. Furthermore, by 31 December 2008 it will be
necessary to create the necessary conditionsin children’shomesto enable the placement in
foster families of all children under 3 years of age (except for children whose health
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condition does not makeit possible). Temporary placement in children’shomeswill enable
a systematic review of the implementation of the decisions and measur es taken to improve
the child’sfamily environment, including the implementation of financial measures (such
astravel allowancesfor parentsvisiting their children in children’s homes, food allowances
during the child’s stay at home, weekends, vacations, etc.).

211. Children’shomesprovideinstitutional careeither in foster familiesor in separate
diagnosis groups, in separate groups, or in separ ate specialized groups consisting of a
specified number of children which have separate food, and administrative and budgetary
arrangements. Children placed in foster families aretaken care of by married couples -
employees of the children’shome, or by a natural person - employee of the children’s
home. The maximum number of children in afoster family issix if foster parentsarea
husband and wife. If thereisonly onefoster parent, the maximum number of childrenis
three. The number of children in separate diagnosis groupsisno morethan eight; they are
taken care of by a minimum of four educatorsand professional staff members (diagnosis)
and one additional staff member (e.g. assistant educator). Separate groups and separ ate
specialized groups consist of 10 children that aretaken care of by two to four educators
and one additional staff member. Children under 3 years of age are placed in groupswith
a maximum of six children taken care of by nolessthan four educatorsor nursesand one
additional staff member. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 27
and 28.)

212. Individual plans of the child’s personalityé®pment are drawn up for every resident of
children’s homes. They include, particular, the plan of eduanal work with the child and

the plan of social work with the child and the child’s family. The plans are drawn up in
cooperation with the municipality and the compéetaithority for social and legal protection of
children and social guardianship or in cooperatvith an accredited body. Individual plans of

the child’s personality developmeaite assessed at least once monthly. In cases of children with
severe disabilities, individual plans also include the programme of rehabilitation aimed at
boosting the child’s inner potential to overcomespeality-related and sadiconsequences of
severe disability. Children’s homes creatertheessary conditions to enable the children to

meet with their parents.

213. Children are provided care in children’s esmintil they reach legal age; institutional

care may be extended to the age of 19. Moregeemg adults may request to be allowed to

stay in a children’s home until they are capable of leading an independent life but not after the
age of 25. According to the law, they becompeatde of leading an independent life when they
have housing of their own and earn their own lividgter a child or a young adult leaves the
children’s home, the home continues to maintaintact with the child and his/her family or

with the young adult for at least another two years. As regards young adults with disabilities
who are incapable of leading an independeatdé#cause of their health condition, children’s
homes ensure their placementisheltered housing facility other facilities offering the

services that correspond teethneeds, acting in cooperation with municipal bodies, and
authorities for social and legal protection of children and social guardianship, or with accredited
entities.
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H. Intercountry adoptions

214. The Sovak Republicratified the International Convention on the Protection of
Children and Co-operation in Respect of I ntercountry Adoptions (com. MFA SR

No. 380/2001 Coll.). The Convention entered into force for the Siovak Republic on

1 October 2001. (See the concluding observatiarfshe Committee, paras. 29 and 30.)

215. Intercountry adoption belongs to those orgaioizs that carry out the tasks laid down by
law in connection with this process. The SkRepublic performs both functions, i.e. that of:

e The State of origin - a foreign applicantyredopt a child having habitual residence
in the Slovak Republic;

e The receiving State - a Slovak applicant radppt a child having habitual residence
abroad.

According to the practical experience of thentre, the Slovak Republourrently performs
mainly the function of the State of origin.

216. Act No. 305/2005 Coll. on social and legal getibn of children and social guardianship
lays down the obligation to respect the principisubsidiarity set out in article 21 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and aeti¢ of the Convention on the Protection of
Children and Co-operation in Rgect of Intercountry Adoptions. The Act provides for a
six-month period during which the designated € of Labour, Social Affairs and Family and
accredited entities should make an effort to finsliitable substitute family for the child. The
child must have been declared adoptabla bgmpetent Slovak court and entered into the
register of children that need substitute family care, which is sought preferentially within the
administrative region of the child’'s residencel @ubsequently in trentire Slovak Republic.
Where it proves to be impossible to mediatedéeelopment of a personal contact between the
child and the applicant on the territory of the Slovak Republic, a file is prepared for the child
with a view to mediating an taercountry adoption, and is submdtt the Centre. The Centre
helped to find substitute families for 167 Slowdildren (2003 - 47 children; 2004 - 79 children;
2005 - 41 children). The families veefrom the following countriesFrance, Italy, Austria,
Sweden, the Netherlands, Germanyg, @zech Republic, Canada and Monaco.

I. Regular evaluation of the placement of the child

217. The patrties to the Convention on the Ptair®f Children and Geoperation in Respect
of Intercountry Adoptions introduced a systenpost-adoption reports in order to ensure the
protection of children adopted abroad or from aldragainst abductions, sale or trafficking.
Depending on the agreementsicluded with individual coopetiag countries, the Centre
receives the reports on the placement of adogitédren in substitute families abroad as
follows:

e The first report - one month after the aali of the child in the receiving country;

e The second, third and fourth reports - osuery three months before the judgement
on irrevocable adoption of the chity the adoptive family becomes final;
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e Once a year (for a period of three to siange this interval depends on the agreement
between central authorities) after thdgement on irrevocable adoption becomes
final.

J.  Abuseand neglect, including physical and psychological
recovery and social reintegration

218. Consistent protection of children and their rightsand legally protected interests
against all forms of abuse, neglect, exploitation and violence are among the priorities of the
Slovak Government. Thisiswhy all policy papersand legidative proposals pay systematic
attention to the protection of therights of children, especially against ill-treatment,
violence, exploitation, neglect, and offensive or degrading treatment (e.g. the National
Action Plan for Children, the Action Plan for Children at Risk, the Concept of State
Family Policy, the Concept on the Treatment of Children and Y outh until 2007, the
National Strategy for the Prevention and Elimination of Violence Committed against
Women and in Families, and the National Action Plan for the Prevention and Elimination
of Violence Committed against Women in the period 2005-2008).

219. Theprovisionsof the Penal Code (in effect since 1 January 2006) guar antee the
criminal law protection of children and young people from any physical or psychological
violence, insults or abuse, including sexual abuse, neglect or neglectful treatment,
mistreatment or exploitation at the time when they arein custody of one or both parents,
legal guardiansor any other person taking care of them. Under the Penal Code, any act of
rape, sexual violence, sexual abuse, child abandonment, child desertion, defaulting on
mandatory maintenance payments, mistreatment of a close person or person in one'scare,
endangering ethical upbringing of young persons, production, dissemination and
possession of child pornography, danger to morals, etc., constitutes a criminal offence.
Every provision of the Penal Code considers criminal acts committed against protected
persons (see para. 362), including children, as aggravated offences (for mor e details about
criminal offences, see chap. VIII). (See the concluding observations of the Committee,
paras. 31 and 32.)

220. Legislative amendments have been introdte@&tprove the situation of victims of
domestic violence also under the Civil Codejahiregulates property drother relationships
between marital partners (for matetails, see paras. 175 and 176).

221. In case of emergency, especially wheeeetlis a threat to life, health or sound

psychological, physical and social developmerd ohild, or where a child is endangered by the
conduct of a relative, serad relatives, or other natural perss, the child is provided assistance
mainly by authorities for social and legal protection of children and social guardianship. These
institutions carry out relevant administrative, social and educational measures to protect children
from any physical or psychological violence, \edrbr other abuse, including sexual abuse,

neglect or neglectful treatment, mistreatment g@i@tation at the time when they are in custody

of one or both parents, legal guardians or ahgrotaretaker. The relevant authority for social

and legal protection of children and social guandhip which has territorial jurisdiction for the
child’s place of residence has a duty to imraggly file a petition to the court seeking a

provisional measure under a separate regulation in order to ensure basic necessities for the child
and the child’s placement in a children’s homese(paras. 209-213) or in a crisis centre.
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222. The objective of crisis centres is to hethddren, families or adunatural persons who

find themselves in life crisis situations. Crisentres also ensure the enforcement of court
decisions on educational measu@surt decisions on provisional measures, and court decisions
on educational measures with a view to the social reintegration of the child which was a victim
of ill-treatment, sexual abuse or a criminal offence that adversely affects the child’'s
psychological, physical or social development.

223. A special role in the crisis interventiorstgm and the provision of assistance to victims

of mistreatment, neglect or sexwdduse is played by social workers. To assist in the
reintegration of abused childrend their rehabilitation, the social worker draws up a plan of
social work for each child, which also includeplan for implementing educational measures.

To ensure the fulfilment of the purpose of educational measures, social workers cooperate with
State administrative authorities, municipal bodsgehools, health establishments and entities
which participate in the implementation of edumaal measures, or which provide assistance, or
run the programmes of assistance, to children at risk.

224. A “child security” telephone hotline was ialétd in January 1996 in the framework of a
national project of the Slovak UNICEF Committee. Children and adults may seek assistance
through a toll-free telephone number or therimé¢ from anywhere in Slovakia. The hotline
serves mainly as a means to establish thedmstact and to provide piessional assistance and
care to minor children and adults by meantetdphone conversatiom@ counselling aimed at
improving the quality of life of the child. Thersece has seen a gradual expansion in the last
decade: today it includes, bass the telephone linmterventions of the social and legal
counselling service, a crisis centre, comnaation and counselling through the Internet.
Publishing activities and a linerfparents were added in 2005. eTielephone helpline was used
in 2001-2005 by 572,440 callers, and interventionsewarried out in 71,834 of them. Of this
number, 65 per cent were girls and 35 per cent boys. The most frequent users of the hotline wel
children aged 11 to 14 who spoke mainly of tipgoblems in partnership relationships, family
problems, or who simply needed someone to talk to.

225. The assessment of alleged afimins of the rights of thehild is one of the activities
performed by the Slovak National Centre for HanRaghts (for more details about the activities
of the Centre, see paras. 6, 7 and 25).

V1. BASIC HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY
A. Health and health care

226. The Government of the Slovak Repubbosiders the care for children and the young
generation to be one of its fundamed tasks. The managementedalth care in the context of
health protection as defined by WHO falls under tbmpetence of the Ministry of Health. The
Ministry coordinates large-scale preventmmogrammes and the Natial Health Promotion
Programme aims at nmaining and enhancgnchildren’s health (mandatory vaccination,
screening programmes, fluoridation, etc.). dordination with other sectors, it creates optimum
conditions in the area of ecology, nutriti@ports, education and social welfare.
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227. The care for children under 18 years of agdailsorated in detaiih the “Paediatrics
Concept” issued by the Ministry of Healtifthe main emphasis in paediatrics is laid on
preventive care for children in conformity withiepean rules. It includes, in particular,
prevention that has an active influence on the qualitife. Attention is also paid to healthy
nutrition, increasing the immunity of the organisrarly detection and caaction of deviations
from a healthy state, prevention of harmful habits, etc.

228. Reducing newborn and infant riadity is one of the basic $&s of paediatrics. Improved
care for newborns is a basic precondition fovdang newborn and infant mortality and for
reducing child morbidity. Basic prerequisites for the fulfilment of this task include the provision
of comprehensive care to the mother, the foahgsthe newborn. These requirements are also
reflected in the structure of care for newborn babiThis care relies on the following principles:

e Perinatal care is primarily provided by the departments of gynaecology and obstetrics,
genetics and paediatrics that wookiether in close coordination;

e The basic principle is to preserve the close link between the mother and the child,
applying new medical procedures (for arste in connection with birth techniques);

e Using differentiated approaches in medical care reflecting the degree of risk to
pregnancy or the child;

e Comprehensive developmentintlividual stages of medical care and of necessary
technical and personnel support, ranging ftbendepartment for healthy newborns to
perinatological centre, working in close interconnection.

229. Paediatric departments runrian Milk Banks which help esure natural nutrition for all
newborns and hospitalized infants. The purpodbeprogramme is to obtain, process and store
human milk from mothers hospitalized in newbdapartments, or fromdonor mothers living at
home.

230. The priority tasks of paediatrics also uut®# comprehensive care for adolescents aged 14
to 18, and improvement of care for childreffexing from chronic ailments, from health

problems and social deprivation, and handicagegldren. These tasks of paediatrics also
extend to outpatient care. It is therefore neagdsaunify the criteria of health impairment and
widen and upgrade the network of specialized pagdiaffices. It is also necessary to expand
and improve cooperation withe specialists from otherelds, and to also provide

rehabilitation care at the level of hospitals, rehabilitation centres and day-care facilities.

231. In cooperation with local State admirasitre and municipal bods, redundant capacities
of pre-school facilities for childreare transformed into sanataris for children suffering from
specific groups of diseases (swahobesity, diabetes, epilepsiyonic and respiratory illnesses)
that provide comprehensive health-care serwa#sthe close involvement of both parents.

232. A network of highly specialized centsggh national or regional competence is
gradually developed to enable gadktection of serious paediatdiseases. The combination of
professional means and resources will ensuretafeetreatment of the most complicated cases
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using state-of-the-anhedical knowledge. The facilities tfis kind include centres for
screening and genetics, children’s heart surgenjres, regional children’s perinatology and
oncology centres, and centres for tteatment of rheumatic diseases.

233. Reform health laws do not make a distomcbetween the concepts of health care for
children and health care for adults. In aonifity with the principle of equal treatment,
everybody is entitled to the provision of health care. This legally guaranteed right prohibits
discrimination on the grounds ofmger, belief and religion, marital family status, colour of
skin, language, political or otheonviction, trade union activitiesational or social origin,

health condition, age, property, lineage or othatust At the same time, the provider is obliged
to provide health care as appriate. Proper health care means the performance of all medical
interventions needed to correctly determtime diagnosis, and administration of early and
effective treatment with a view to restoringatth or improving the health condition of the
person applying the latest kntadge of medical science.

234. The legislation provides for the payment @fsféor services related to the provision of
health care. Exemptions from the payment of fees are granted, for instance, to insured children
under 3 years of age, insured persons suffermg &t mental disorder that, given its nature,
presents a potential risk for the life or heathhese persons or those around them, insured
persons whose health impairment may enllimposition of mandary treatment, and
breastfeeding mothers admitted for in-patient tmegit with their babies. The State provides
monthly allowances to cover health-care servioastizens in material need who also receive
assistance in the form of benefit.

Promotion and protection of the health of children and young people

235. Under Public Health Act No. 126/2006 antli@g certain other laws, the bodies
responsible for the promotion and protectionthaf health of children and young people in the
Slovak Republic are the public healtistitutes. Their ultimate goal is to create conditions for a
healthy and meaningful life for children and young people.

236. The instruments used to promote and proieaith include the Stathealth supervision.

The data obtained by the health supervisioniserserve as a basis for the decision-making of
health-care authorities and, at the same time, make it possible to upgrade the quality and increa
the effectiveness of efforts in the area of potion and protection of the health of the young
generation, to develop new legamstlards, to set limit values fafctors that have a negative

impact on the living and working environmeand to define the requirements for specific

activities of children and youth that contribute to the protection of health.

237. State health supervision focuses on priemtyironmental issues such as, in particular,
the quality of ambient air, supply of drinking t&ato the population, ardvel of contaminants
in foodstuffs. Thus, as regards the requiremiamtgarious activities of children and youth, the
supervision covers such areas as the standar@efing services, th@ocess of education and
instruction, and others. The outputs of theeSkagalth surveillance also include data on the
environment and behaviour ofiildren and youth. Theskata are essential for the
implementation of targeted intervention measaiesed at health prootion and at improving
living and, as appropriate, workimgnditions of children and youth.
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238. Inorder to minimize environmental risks, to safeguard the environment from
threatening or harming human health and to ensure positive effects of the environment on
human health, the health authorities prepared an Action Plan for the Environment and
Health of the Inhabitants of the Slovak Republic Il for the 2000-2004 period (hereinafter
referred toas” Action Plan”). The Action Plan was evaluated and updated in 2005 in
conformity with the conclusions of the fourth ministerial conference on the environment
and health, held in Budapest in 2004. The Action Plan incor poratesthe four regional
priority objectives of the Children’s Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe
(CEHAPE), adopted at the conference. Priority objectives of the Action Plan are as
follows:

e Prevention and reduction of morbidity and mortality caused by digestive tract
disorders;

e Reduction and prevention of health impair ments due to accidents, danger ous
chemical substances, physical phenomena and biological substances;

e Reduction and prevention of respiratory diseases caused by polluted air;
e Proposalsfor concrete activities.

The updated Action Plan for the Environment and Health of the Inhabitants of the
Slovak Republic for the 2006-2010 period was adopted by Gover nment resolution No. 10
on 11 January 2006. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 39 and 40.)

239. Theresultsobtained by the State health supervision service areincor porated into
health education activities tar geting the widest possible spectrum of young people. They
have the objective of improving lifestyle, living conditions and health of young people.
Health education also includes the protection of children and the implementation of
measur es to protect them against negative influences. This specific activity isdesigned to
reduce the number of adolescents engaging in harmful behaviours. It includes, for
example, repeated monitoring of the existing situation asregards the epidemiology of the
use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugsin Slovakia. Theresultsare used to formulate
measur es and programmes that promote health and healthy lifestyles, to provide guidance
to children and young people in shaping their own attitudes towards and opinions on drugs
and other addictive substances and, last but not least, they are conveyed to the mass media
in connection with information on drug dependencies.

240. Public health offices over see the implementation of the WHO project on “Health
Promoting Schools’ and cooperatein the project on “Healthy Children in Healthy
Families” and “Healthy Kindergartens’. They also carry out diver se tasksincluding the
monitoring of physical growth and development of children and young people and the
prevention of defective posture among school children. Theresultsobtained in thisarea
make it possible to monitor the growth and development trends of the young gener ation
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and provide sour ce data for individual growth diagnosisin paediatric practicein

connection with the assessment of health conditions of children. Theresultsrelated tothe
defective postur e of school children serveto enhance postural health of pupils, to carry out
targeted controls, to monitor the effectiveness of preventive examinations, and are used by
health protection and promotion counselling centresthat provide advice to families having
children with defective posture. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 37
and 38.)

241. Public health offices play an important rolehe active fulfilment of tasks arising from
the National Health Promotion Pmagnme in the area of genecalunselling, especially in the
establishment and activities oddlth protection and promoti@ounselling centres. In this
context, health education ofildren and youth is aimed tite prevention of cardiovascular
diseases (blood pressure checks, tests of maicaéparameters anddiftyle consultancy to
clients), at the performance of various physical activities, and at health education focused on
lifestyle improvements, including dietary advice.

242. Public health offices provide methodatad and organizational support for health
education events carried out on various occasions (World Health Day, Sports Days, World
Environment Day, International Day againsuBrAbuse and lllicit Trafficking, World Food

Day, International Day against Smoking, World AIDS Day, etc.) and in the activities aimed at
explaining healthy lifestylesational nutrition, HIV/AIDS preention, and prevention of drug
addictions among children and adolescents.

HIV and AIDS

243. Prevention of HIV/AIDS is carried outihe Slovak Republic inonformity with the

National Programme for HIV/AIDS Preventiorrfihe period of 2004-2007, whose coordinator

is the chief hygienist of the Slovak Republic. eTrhain purpose of the programme is to curb the
spread of HIV/AIDS infection in the Slovak Réblic, mainly through the prevention of sexual
transmission of HIV, prevention of HIV tramission through blood, and prevention of HIV
transmission from mother to child. Its objectives also include the mitigation of consequences of
the disease in the highest-risk segments optdplation, the provision @dequate health care

and social welfare, the promotion of events and activities designed to reduce the social and
economic impact of the infection on societydaooperation in the prevention of HIV/AIDS

with non-governmental and other organizations.

244. Surveillance of HIV/AIDS infection wastroduced in the Slovak Republic as early

as 1985. As at 31 December 2005, HIV itfat was diagnosed in 158 citizens of the

Slovak Republic. Of this numhel28 were men and 30 women. During the entire reference
period, 40 persons infected with the HIV virus deped clinical symptomsf the AIDS disease

(33 men and 7 women). Twenty-five Slovak citizens have died of AIDS, most of them from
opportunistic infections.

245. No HIV-positive case was recorded ia h14 year age group, and there has been no
case of transmission of HIV infection framother to child. The prevailing mode of
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transmission in men was homosexual contadtde most women were infected through
heterosexual contacts. Analyses are always performed of the results of screening examinations
of pregnant women and of blood donors, tisaresorgans. In the Slovak Republic, everybody

has access to a test for HIV antibodies. riaxed persons requesting anonymous tests are
assigned a code by the doctor. The doctor patlyonforms the examined person of test results
and every visit to the doctor also includesartselling interview. Té Slovak Republic is one

of the countries with a low incidence of HIVBS infection. However, although there has been

no dramatic increase in the number of newly diagddslV cases, it is necessary to continue to
effectively prevent the spread of the disease.

B. Social security, social services and childcare facilities
State social benefits

246. Social security for families with dependehiidren involves the provision of State social
benefits in the form of finamal contributions paid for the min and continuance of a life;

i.e. the birth of a child, and his/her upbringing andtenance. Contributioase paid either as a
lump-sum allowance or monthly allowances.eT3lovak Government may annually adjust their
level by a Government ordinance. The Stateaddi@nefits that havhe widest coverage, in
terms of the number of beneficiaries, are childvadloce, parental allowance, and birth grants.

Child allowance

247. Under the new Act No. 600/2003 Coll. onl@kllowance, adopted with effect

from 1 January 2004, a uniform allowance is predidor every dependent child in the family,
irrespective of the age of the child and the incarhparents. As of September 2005, the level

of child allowance was set at SKK 540/month.il@€hllowance is payable to a parent, or a

person who has custody of the child substituting for parental care, granted by a final decision of
the competent authority. Dependent childrem\Wwhve reached adulthood may also claim child
allowance under the conditions set out in the Act.

248. Conditions of entitlement to child allowance are as follows:

e A dependent child is a child of compuls@ghool age; also considered as dependent
children are full-time students of secondaciools or universiteeunder 25 years of
age, and children whose adverse heatdiidition prevents them from receiving
vocational training or performing gainful work until they reach the legal age;

e Care for a dependent child by an entitled person;

e The permanent or temporary residence of the entitled person and dependent child in
the territory of the Slovak Republic.

The conditions of entitlement to child allowance also include the requirement that children of
compulsory school age do not miss classes withaatlid reason, which is aimed at combating
truancy. The expenditure on child allowamecel the number of children who received it during
the reference period are shown in the following table.
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Child allowance
2002 2003 2004 2005
Average monthly number of children 1103150 1365445 1296|083 1312573
Total expenditure in SKK thousand 9274324 8818446 8594806 8676073

249.

The new law on child allowance, combinathwhanges in the xdegislation - which

introduced a tax bonus - has changed the piplog of the provision of assistance to families
with children. The objective of the system is to motivate parents to accept a greater degree of
personal responsibility for the ecan situation of their familiesA new income tax law, in
force since 1 January 2004, guarantees a tax homaents who perform gainful work, even if
their assessed income tax is lower than thel lef the tax bonus; i.e. SKK 540/month per each
dependent child in the family. From 1 Janu2@p6, the combined monthly level of the tax
bonus and child allowance is SKK 1,080 per edependent child, and ovided to parents

engaged in gainful work.
Parental allowance

250.

The parental allowance provided for in Aict. 280/2002 Coll. is granted to parents who

care for a child under 3 years of age, or a child under 6 years of age in the case of children
suffering from a long-term, poorate of health. Also considered a parent is a person who has
been granted custody of a child, substituting for patecare according to a final court decision.
Parental allowance is not granted to a parent who is entitled to a sickness insurance benefit or
maternity benefit. It may, haaver, be provided to a level that corresponds to the difference
between maternity benefit and the parenitalxaance of SKK 4,230/month. The full amount of
parental allowance is also provided, with effeotn 1 July 2005, to a gainfully employed parent
who takes care of a child and entrusts the chtke child to anothanatural or legal person
while at work. This measure enables parémtaake a free decision on the manner in which
they ensure care for their children, and establishes prerequisites for achieving a better balance
between work and the family. The number of peamts of parental allowance depends mainly

on the birth rate.

Average monthly number of recipients

2003 2004 2005
Parents who are not gainfully employed 116 649 118 644 122 99
Gainfully employed parents 8 350 7764 7739
Other parent - lump-sum allowance 3017 2129 2 19(¢
Supplements to maternity benefits X X 1 353

Expenditure (in SKK)

2003 2004 2005
Parents who are not gainfully employed 5454 475624 5510982087 6113 34
Gainfully employed parents 138 422 260 117 259 600 231794
Other parent - lump-sum allowance 43 493 700 33 662 P00 23 428
Supplements to maternity benefits X X 97935

15 540
893

000
21
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Birth grant

251. A lump-sum allowance of SKK 4,460, grantegbarents upon the birth of their child,
represents a contribution from the State aimgu@tiding for the needs of newborn children.
If the mother gives birth to two or more childrainthe same time andlagst two of them reach
the age of 28 days, the birth grant is increased by one half per child.

Total number of recipients

2002 2003 2004 2005
Birth grant 49 280 50 892 51973 53 018
Increased birth grant 5 13 5 22
Grant paid in respect of 90 95 99 100
simultaneously born 3 or more
children, or repeatedly born twins

Total expenditure in SKK thousands

2002 2003 2004 2005
Birth grant 155 151 630160 092 220 209 760 707 233 383 080
Increased birth grant 24 960 60 3830 27 360 118|600
Grant paid in respect of 651 900 708 04( 754 300 811 610
simultaneously born 3 or more
children, or repeatedly born twins

Social assistance
Families at risk of poverty

252. Families with children who are unable to abtai increase the resources necessary to
satisfy their basic existential necessities through their own efforts, and who are in a situation of
material need, are provided social assistance by the State or the municipality. Until the end

of 2003, social assistance was provided infoie of social assistance benefits; under new
legislation introduced with effect from 1 Jamp2004 (Act No. 599/2004 Coll. on Assistance in
Material Need, amending certather acts), assistance is providedhe form of material need
benefit and supplementary benefits.

253. The number of recipients of social a&sice benefits who belong to the group of
families with children followed a long-term upward curve, which was interrupted for the first
time in 2002, when it posted a slight decreasee Aumber of recipientsf social assistance
benefits also continugd fall slightly in respect of all indicators shown in the following table
in 2003, 2004, and 2005 as a result of legislativangbs, and especially a steady growth in
employment.
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Overview of therecipients of social assistance
benefits and material need benefits

Y ear
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 | 2004** | 2005

Number of recipients | 157 631] 187 185| 260 002 313 067| 325 195| 320 650| 278 563| 178 621|175 746

of which families 71 124*| 78 612*| 90 080*| 97 310|102 130 99 707| 86 698| 66 269| 64 313
with children

Share of incomplete - - - 28.10%]| 29.80%| 32.10%| 31.60%| 34.90%| 35.30%
familiesin the total
number of families
with children

Source: Ministry of Labour, Soial Affairs and Family.
* The data are based on qualified estimates.

** Effective from 1 January 2004, accordingrtew legislation - recipients of material
need benefits and supplementary benefits.

Expenditure on social assistance benefits and/or material need
benefits and supplementary benefitsin SKK million

Y ear
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 | 2004** | 2005
Tota 4635 | 6397 | 9543 | 10336| 11386 11429 9028 6 302 7 058
of which families 2597*| 3372*%| 4242*| 4147 4819 4 857 4 393 3146 3419
with children

Source: Ministry of Labour, Soial Affairs and Family.
* The data represent qualified estimates.

** Effective from 1 January 2004, acdimg to new legislation - expenditure on material
need benefits and supplementary benefits.

254. The data indicate that the dynamic growtaxpenditure on the provision of social
assistance benefits reflected - especially before 2001 - an increase in the number of the recipien
of social assistance benefits and regular incraasée level of the subsistence minimum, used
as a criterion for the assessment of the situationaterial need. These amounts were annually
increased from 1998 onwards in conformity vitie indexation mechanism set out by law,
always from 1 July of the given calendar ye@he growth in expenditure slowed down slightly
in 2002, due to a decline in the number of passentitled to social assistance benefit on the
grounds of material need; in 2003, expenditurehe payment of this benefit amounted to

SKK 9,028 million. Changes to the system sdiatance in material need introduced on

1 January 2004 were reflected mainly in tluenber of recipients of the benefit and
supplementary benefits, a change in the sirecdf recipients, and subsequently, in the
proportion and level ofunds paid out for assistance in material need.
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255. The ongoing process of transforming aband economic conditions in the country,
accompanied by increased unemployment and rising cost of living, has had extremely adverse
consequences for families with several children and incomplete families. The most frequent
grounds for providing social assistance fromlmutainds to families wth dependent children
therefore include the unemployment of ondoth parents. In this respect, a turnaround

was recorded in 2002, when a long-term upwesdd of average registered employment

(17.82 per cent) came to a halt, and the uneynpémt rate dropped by 0.4 and 2.6 percentage
points in 2002 and 2003 respectively, compareth¢a?2001 level. Nonetheless, the group of
married persons, which includes unemployed pareith dependent chitdn, continued to be

the hardest hit by unemployment.

256. In order to improve access to educatarrchildren living in families that receive
assistance in material need, measures waptad to promote compulsory school attendance
and to help pupils complete theecondary education. Decree.l87/2004-11/1 of the Ministry

of Labour, Social Affairs and Family,fettive from 15 September 2004, introduced the
possibility of providing subsidies for meals, school aids, and scholarships for children who
comply with their compulsory schooling obligation and live in families receiving assistance in
material need. Subsidies are provided byQffece of Labour, Social Affairs, and Family,

which has territorial jurisdi@n over primary schools, up@written application from the
founding entity of the primary school consed. Founding entities giimary schools may
include, in addition to municipalities, other legal persons, including churches.

257. The maximum level of meal subsidieSKK 25 per child/meal/day, provided that the
parent contributes no less than SKK 1 and no rtteae SKK 5 for each meal taken. The level
of the parental contribution is fixed by theuhding entity of the school, which also determines
the cost of the meal unit. The main purposthefsubsidy is to secure lunches for children.

258. The level of school aid subsidies maximum of SKK 1,000 per calendar year/child;
i.e. SKK 500 per school semester. The foundintity uses the subsidy mainly to purchase
copybooks, writing utensils, textbooks, and teaching aids.

259. The level of scholarship sudliss is variable, and depenads the academic achievements
of children as follows:

e SKK 500 for children whose average markidgrthe last schodemester was not
worse than 1.5;

e SKK 300 for children whose average markidgrthe last schodemester was not
worse than 2.5; or

e SKK 200 for children who have improved thaverage mark during the last school
semester by at least 0.5 over the previous semester.

260. The funds allocated for meals and school aid$itdren in material need are paid to the
account of the founding entity of the school concdrngcholarship subsidies are paid to parents
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through the founding entity of the school. #s31 December 2004, the total amount of funds
paid in subsidies for children in matemaed was SKK 189.9 million. The number of children
receiving subsidies was as follows (by category):

77,347 children received meal subsidies;
64,976 children received school aid subsidies;
17,075 children received a scholarship subsidy.

261. The financial amount paid in respecthbildren in material need in 2005 was
SKK 427.3 million. On average, the monthly numbechildren who berféed from subsidies
(not including school aid subsidies providecadamp-sum payment) was as follows:

80,900 children received meal subsidies;

73,207 children received school aid subsidighénfirst semester and 64,673 children in
the second semester;

20,058 children received a scholarship subsidy.

262. From 1 June 2004, dependent secondary sphpds coming from families that receive
assistance in material need may be grandedredary school scholarships. The criteria of
entitlement to scholarships degd down in Decree No. 311/2004 Coll. of the Ministry of
Education on the provision of scholarships tcoseary and special schastudents, the level of
the scholarship being dependent onabademic achievement of the pupil.

School year 2003/04 2004/05 2005/06%
Average number of recipients of secondary 2631 10 643 11 390
school scholarships
Expenditure (in SKK) 2 525 000 95 928 00d 50 706 800

Source: Institute for Information and Prognoses in Education (UIPS).

* The data on the 2005/06 school year only cover the period from September 2005
to January 2006.

263. After the dissolution of a marriage, thatoaly of minors is usually granted to the
mother. One of the most common reasons fosttiuation of material need among incomplete
families is, besides the unemplognt of the parent, non-compliance with the obligation of
maintenance of dependent children by one efgarents. The data in the following table
confirm the higher social vulnerability of incomplete families with dependent children. If the
situation of material need of the child is caused by defaulting on maintenance payments, the
child is granted repeated social assistance benefits. The State subsequently recovers the
expenditure on this benefit from the person ke defaulted on maintenance payments, which
may not exceed the level of maintenance filgga court. The following table gives an
overview of persons who receive social sissice benefits due to the non-payment of
maintenance.
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Overview of therecipients of social assistance
benefitsin lieu of maintenance payment

Year

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004t
The number of incomplete families that 3 533 3 366 3101 2 684 2215
were provided social assistance benefit
in lieu of maintenance payment

Source: Ministry of Labour, Soial Affairs and Family.

* Effective from 1 January 2004, accordingi@w legislation - recipients of material
need benefits and supplementary benefits.

264. Act No. 452/2004 Coll. on Substitute Child Maimance Benefits égred into effect

on 1 January 2005. Substitute chitdintenance benefits are natded to benefits in material

need and their supplements, and constitytarsgée benefits. The first data on the

implementation of the Act wermbtained with regard tilarch 2005. The period between

March and December 2005 saw a significant increase in the number of recipients of substitute
child maintenance benefit and of children entitled to substitute maintenance benefit. In
December 2005, substitute child maintesehenefit was paid to 2,983 citizens

for 4,188 children.

Children with disabilities
Social services and establishments providing care for children

265. Theprovision of care by social services establishmentsis governed by Act

No. 195/1998 Coall. on Social Assistance, asamended. The Act stipulatesthat thistype of
careisprovided by social services homesrun by municipal bodies and operating as
facilitiesfor year-round or weekly care. Under the above Act, the founding entity for social
services homes providing day careto children isthe relevant municipality. Social services
homes provide basic care (meals, accommodation, material necessities) and supplementary
care (education, counselling, work therapy, special interest, cultural, recreational, and
rehabilitation activities). Social services homes cater for children with physical disabilities,
sensory disabilities, psychological disorders, and behavioural disorders. A child may be
placed in a social services homeimmediately after birth until the completion of compulsory
or special education, or, in the case of further vocational training, until the completion of
vocational training up to the age of 25 years, and in justified cases, even beyond that. More
detailed statistics on social services homesare given in the appendix tothereport. (See the
concluding observations oféglCommittee, paras. 33 and 34.)

266. After the devolution of competencies $ocial services frorState authorities to
municipal bodies, the competence &stablishing and running satservices homes for children
was transferred to municipalities. The competence of municipalities includes supervisory
powers. The law on social assistance sets eutdhditions under which care in social services
homes may also be provided by public providsuhject to their registration. Registration is
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obtained from the relevant municipal bodies, what¢so control the level to which social
services are provided by these entities. The Stypeesented by the Ministry of Labour, Social
Affairs and Family, supervises the provision of abservices, mainly with regard to respect for
the citizens’ fundamental humarghits and freedoms. The Stateersees social services homes
for children in accordance with its annual suson plan, taking accoumtf the petitions filed

by natural or legal persons, or on its own initiafiwhere it identifies infringements of generally
binding legal acts by the providers of sogaivices. The results of State supervision are
presented in the form of a report, whi@dntains a description of its findings and the
infringements of generally binding legal réafions, together with proposed measures.

267. If the residents of socis¢rvices homes are persons va#lychological or behavioural
impairments, it is prohibited to use physical or pdrysical restraint, even during acute stages of
the manifestation of their disorder.

Cash compensations

268. The objective of social services and cash emsgtions is to help persons with serious
disabilities, including children, to cope with the social consequences of their disability in
everyday life. Their purpose is to comperdar the disadvantages that these persons
experience in connection with their mobiliggmmunication, existéial necessities, and
household maintenance, and for thecreased expenses in thigaed. In addition to social
services, compensation includes cash allowameesided either individually or in various
combinations, but always depending on individueéds (relevant data are given in the appendix
to the report).

269. The types of cash allowances to compensatns (children) ih serious disabilities
are:

e A cash allowance for personal assistance;

e A cash allowance for the purchase of a health aid device;

e A cash allowance for the repair of a health aid device;

e A cash allowance for the purchase of a passenger motor vehicle;

e A cash allowance for travel,

e A cash allowance for therstctural adaptation of a flat, house or garage;

e A cash allowance for increased expenses;

e A cash allowance for nursing care.
270. In 2005, the level of expenditure on cash amsption benefits and cash allowances for
nursing care was SKK 5,054,132,000. Sinceatrerage monthly number of recipients

(i.e. adults and children) in the givenexadlar year was 173,853 persons, the average annual
compensation per recipient amounte®kK 29,071. Cash allowances provided as
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compensation for social consequences resuitorg the serious disabilities of children in 2005
were paid to an average of 11,949 recipientsypanth; they represented 6.87 per cent of the
average monthly number of all recipientor more details on the conditions of entitlement
and thelevel of individual compensation payments, seethe appendix to thereport. (See the
concluding observations ofafCommittee, paras. 33 and 34.)

C. Standard of living

271. 1n 2003, the Slovak Republic signed a Joint Inclusion Memorandum (her einafter
referred toas*“JIM”), drawn up in cooper ation with the European Commission, thus
joining the fight against poverty and social exclusion in European Union member States.
Thereduction of therisk of poverty for families with dependent children was identified in
JIM as one of the most immediate challengesfor the alleviation of poverty and social
exclusion faced by Slovakia. The adoption of JIM was followed by the formulation of the
National Action Plan for Social I nclusion 2004-2006 (hereinafter referred to as
“NAP/inclusion”), adopted by the Slovak Government in July 2004. The NAP/inclusion
sets out several objectives and measur estargeting familieswith children. Theseinclude, in
particular, thereconciliation of family and work obligations, a programme of meal
subsidies, subsidiesfor school aids and scholarshipsfor children designed to widen the
positive impact of changesin the system of benefitsfor personsin material hardship, the
maintenance of thereal value of State benefits, and the creation of conditionsfor
strengthening family solidarity and the prevention of social exclusion of vulnerable
population groups (improving the conditionsfor providing nursing careto family
members, and improving and extending the social and legal protection of children and
social guardianship).

272. The2005-2006 “ Action Plan on Measuresto Prevent and Alleviate Poverty and
Social Exclusion in the Context of the Slovak Republic”, administered by the Ministry of
Labour, Social Affairsand Family, has expanded the range of priorities and objectives set
out in NAP/inclusion. An urgent priority and important goal of the Slovak Republicin the
area of social inclusion isto prevent theintergenerational reproduction of poverty, and to
support equal opportunitiesfor children. The development of inclusive policiesin the
system of education is one of the principal means of preventing poverty among children.
Theintegration of children from high-risk and marginalized groupsinto the standard
school environment ensures equal chancesfor accessto education, regardless of the
environment from which the child comes, mainly through the provision of support during
schooling, and through interventions during early childhood and preschool periods. (See
the concluding observations thle Committee, paras. 43 and 44.)

273. Under the Act on Family, the child has thetrigishare in the standard of living of

his/her parents. Parental rigland responsibilities also incluttee maintenance of minors. The
maintenance obligation of parents towards their children is explicitly set out by law. Parents
continue to have a maintenance obligation towards their children until the latter are able to lead
their own lives, even after they reach legal algecases where parents fail to fulfil this statutory
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obligation, the court may imposemaintenance obligation on theam its own initiative. The
criteria for determining the leVef maintenance include theibties, possibilitiesand economic
situation of parents, takingto account the legitimate needs of the entitled child. Child
maintenance means the satisfactof all the needs of a chitwhnnected with his/her all-round
physical and psychological development.

274. There is an obligation for parents to citmite to the maintenance of their dependent
minors or other children by no less than 30 gant of the subsistence minimum level (i.e.
approximately SKK 628), even4fconsidering the abilities, possgites, and economic situation
of the parent - it would be impossible to fix tinimum amount of maintenance. This is due to
the fact that the child maintenance payment takes precedence over other expenditures of the
parents, even if their income is lower than the level of the subsistence minimum. If the
defaulting parent receives benefits in material need, and the situation of his/her minors is
therefore even more unfavourable, it is posstbldeduct child maintenance from the payment
of material need benefits. &lPenal Code regards as a crimiwiénce the non-fulfilment of the
statutory maintenance obligation. This offens committed by a person who fails to fulfil
his/her statutory obligation to ma&in or take care of anothperson for at least three months,
over a period of two years.

Therecovery of maintenance abroad

275. The recovery of maintenance for minoradwlts from obligors living abroad is made
possible by the following three internatiomainventions ratified bthe Slovak Republic:
Convention on the Recovery of Mainteixca Abroad (Decree No. 33/1959 Coll.);

Convention concerning the Recognition &forcement of Decisions Relating to

Maintenance Obligations (Decree No. 132/1978.;&onvention concerning the Recognition
and Enforcement of Decisions Relating to Maintenance Obligations towards Children (Decree
No. 14/1974 Coll.).

276. The Centre for the International Legadtection of Children and Youth provides free
legal assistance with a view to the recovery of maintenance in conformity with international
conventions, helping entitled persdiving in the Slovak Republito recover maintenance from
obligors living abroad, and vice versa.

277. Inthe claim recovery procedure, the Centaies use of the administrative system of
cooperation between the so-called receiving tiansmitting authorities of the contracting
parties. The effectiveness of the maintererecovery system depends primarily on the
enforcement system in indddial countries and on commurtica between the central bodies
concerned. On the whole, however, the Centseblean successful in recovering maintenance
from obligors living in Slovakia or abroad. Thiscgnfirmed by the fact that it recovers more
than SKK 10 million each year for the payment of maintenance to entitled persons living in
Slovakia or abroad. The free movement of persotise European Union has made the agenda
of the Centre in the maintenance recovery fielehebroader. The level of growth is evident in
the following table:
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Year Number of petitions for enforcing decisions filed with competent
courts in the Slovak Republic or transmitted abroad
2001 3754
2002 3 868
2003 3990
2004 4074
2005 4 251

VIl. EDUCATION, LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
A. Education, including vocational training and counselling

278. Many of the values that underpin the Coina® on the Rights of the Child are identical
with the values promoted in the school systdrthe Slovak Republic. The education reform
that is currently under way emgsizes education on the riglfsthe child, based on recognition
of the responsibility of pupils, the individualfigirences between pupiland the cooperation of
pupils. The school - as an open community gfilsuteachers and parents - has the role of
providing comprehensive services in the areaducation and instruction to every family,
subject to the supply of, and demand for, such services.

279. Legislative amendments that haverbgradually implemented since 1991 in
the education sector, in compliance wviite Convention, include the following
changes:

e The extension of primary school edion from eight to nine years;

e The possibility of providing education and instruction in a foreign language,;

e The transposition of certain provisions of the Constitution of the
Slovak Republic concerning the right of persons belonging to national minorities to
receive education in their mother tongue into legal provisions governing the
education sector;

e The creation of prerequisites forttheg up private or church schools;

e Addressing the issue of the eduoatand instruction of children with
disabilities;
e Addressing the issue of the educationd anstruction of children coming from a

socially disadvantaged environmemtd children of foreign nationals;

e The transfer of certain competencies in the area of education from State
administrative authorities tmunicipalities, within the framework of decentralizing
State administration.
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280. The right of access to childcare servined facilities is guaranteed to every child
through the network of primamgnd secondary schools, priesol facilities ad educational
establishments. The Slovak Constitution guararteesight of students to receive primary and
secondary education free of charge.

281. The education and instruction of presa children is carried out in preschool

facilities - kindergartens. It aludes the preparation of childréor compulsory education.
Children who have reached the age of 5, and children whose compulsory education has been
postponed, have priority in the admission tesghool facilities. Falities which carry out
extracurricular education and instruction - avtdch develop the interests of, and organize
leisure activities for, primaryral secondary school studentsnclude school clubs, school

centres for special-interest activities and leisure centres.

282. Family upbringing and educational or instional activities are complemented by the
services of dormitories for young people, whprovide accommodatiomd meals to secondary
school pupils who study outside the location @fitipermanent residence. A network of schools
in the countryside provides the opportunity fon@alchildren to spend @ertain period of time

in a rural environment, without having to intgpt their preschool or pnary school attendance.
Children coming from a socially or educatiogalleprived environment and those with impaired
psychological and social development are praviplfessional assistanbg educational and
psychological prevention facilities, which also wamlkparallel with their families. Professional
services in the area of edtiomal and occupationabunselling, special pedagogy counselling,
and child welfare are provided by abd network of courdling facilities.

283. Children with special educational needs, togrewith their parents, are provided special
pedagogical assistance by special and reguterods. Educationalaunselling and assistance
are provided to children with physical disigties by specialize@ducational counselling

facilities - pedagogical and pdyalogical counselling centres,espal pedagogical counselling
centres, and children’s integration centres.

B. Compulsory school attendance

284. Compulsory school attendance in the SlovgsuBkc starts at the age of 6 and lasts
for 10 years. Children obtain full basidueation upon completion of a nine-year primary
school. Legislation provides for free access tacation at primary ansecondary schools, and
at universities in accordance with tlirgancial means of the State.

285. Regular school attendanceosirolled and regulated by mesaaf measures designed to
prevent truancy and thus reduce the number oflidnlwho fail to receiv&ull basic education.
A discussion of these measures is included irptbgramme of many teaahiaining seminars.
The means used to ensure discipline at ssha@ compatible with human dignity. The
solutions to any educational problems timaty arise are addressed during in-service

training organized for teachers by Methamptal and Pedagogical Centres in the

framework of “Intervention Strategies amdchniques for the Relsmion of Educational
Problems”.
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286. The statistics on the number of differgmes of schools and the number of pupils
attending them are given ihe appendix to the report.

C. Educational objectives

287. The 2002 Slovak Government Programme definesthe key, long-term goal of the
Government in the area of education and instruction asthe transfor mation of the
traditional school system to a modern school system of the twenty-first century which, in
combination with other components of the system of lifelong lear ning, will prepare people
for living and working under new conditions. Theinternal transformation and opening up
of educational institutionsistaking place against the backdrop of the concept outlined in
the National Programmefor Education and Instruction in the Slovak Republic for the next
15to 20 years- the MILLENNIUM project, approved by Government resolution No. 1193
of 19 December 2001. Thisopen document, which mirrorssocial and economic conditions
in Slovakia, respondsto new trends and the achievements of science and resear ch, develops
higher awar eness, emotional intelligence, and pro-social behaviour, and shapes higher
values such aslove, respect, esteem, equality, brotherhood, freedom, goodwill, tolerance,
trust, honesty, honour, mutual assistance and cooper ation. It emphasizesthat the system of
education and instruction of children and youth should respect the obj ectives formulated in
article 29 of the Convention. (See the concluding observations of the Committee, paras. 45
and 46)

288. The National Programme of Instructiodd&ducation in the Slovak Republic for the

next 15-20 years includes a system of both canedépnd more tangible changes. The key
objective of ongoing school system reformsisransform the traditionally authoritative and
academic education system, based upon empgedic knowledge and memorization, to a
knowledge- and value-based scheydtem that offers creagyhumanistic education and
instruction. The reform of the school systeat only entails changes to its organization and
financing, to its formal aspects, or to its mg@aent - which, incidentally, have already brought
tangible results; it also entails the creation of foundations aimed at changing the philosophy of
education, and the acquisitionréw values, together withe cognitive and moral qualities
necessary for future generations.

289. Among the instruments that will be usectliminate ignorance and illiteracy among
young people, especially primary school drogoubho come from a socially disadvantaged
environment, is the development of progexs for accrediting second-chance schools, which
could create a subsystem of hat education for marginalizedyth. The process of education
and instruction provided at scheand educational establishmehés the aim of developing
children’s personalities, talents, intellectual and physical skills, and abilities. Its objectives
include strengthening the legal awareness fidn and esteem for older people, respect for
fundamental freedoms and their parents, prepdhien to lead a socially responsible life, and
respect for the environment.

290. The PHARE programmes funded frora #0901 and 2002 Financing Memorandums aim
to improve the performance of Roma children,@eample, through projects for the integration
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and reintegration of childrentmregular primary schools, and through the revision of school
aptitude tests and differentialadjnosis, with a view to enabling a clear differentiation between
mental and social handicaplevertheless, reintegration remains a considerable, practical
problem for the Slovak education systéior more details, see paras. 84-95).

291. The measures taken to ensure equal atwessication for all children, and to create
conditions that will prevent disicnination on the grounds of ethnic or social origin include,
inter alia, the creation of “zero grades” anmarry schools for children coming from a socially
disadvantaged environment. i@plete materials have been prepared for teachers and for the
pupils of “zero grades”. As regards secondaiycation, an experimeitvocational training
project has been verified for students who haviehed compulsory school attendance without,
however, completing primary education. Imprayaccess by socially disadvantaged young
persons to secondary education is the objedfivedrafted basic pedagogical documents for
teaching vocational subjects, which are currentigler experimental verification. A training
programme has been developed atroduced for teachers and assistant teachers working with
the Roma and socially disadvantaged young people.

292. A Roma Educational Centre (ROCEPO}@unded in PreSov with the help of a

PHARE project financed through the 1999 FinagdMemorandum, in an effort to provide
adequate information about Romducation to the general pub&iad to support the training of
teachers who work with Roma youth; the main objective of the Centre, which has a nationwide
competence, is to conduct educational, infation, documentation, ammbunselling activities.

The work of a team of specialists has resultea pmoposal for alternative curricula for the first

to fourth grades of primary schools for children coming from a socially and educationally
deprived environment, specialized qualificatetndies, and assistant teacher studies for the
graduates of secondary schools endiity a baccalaureate, among others.

293. In conformity with the right to educationmdtional minoritis laid down in article 34 of
the Slovak Constitution, teaching is provided ie tbollowing minority languages: Hungarian,
German, Ukrainian, and Rutheniavith the Roma language employed as a support language.
The Slovak Republic has a widetwerk of schools and educatial establishments providing
instruction in the Hungarian language. Schoaddd grovide instructioin a minority language
also keep bilingual pedagogiaalcords and issue bilingual schaeltificates. With the aim

of ensuring equal chances for applicants, pupils belonging to national minorities have

the right to take secondary school or uniitgradmission examinations in their mother

tongue.

294. Although the Slovak Constitution guaranteiégens the right to education in their

mother tongue, the exercise of this right in the case of the Roma language remains problematic,
with regard to both legislath and practice. The educati®ystem in the Slovak Republic,
particularly in the case of teachers for Rgmogils, suffers from a shortage of qualified

educators (for more dels, see paras. 84-95).
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295. The implementation of the rights of childiteelonging to ethnic, national or linguistic
minorities to cultivate their own culture and use their own language has been set out in the
following documents:

The National Action Plan for Children

The section devoted to the education mrstiuction of children and young people
describes specific activities and tasks aimed, inter alia, at:

e Paying special attention to the principleegfual opportunities in education for every
child, and to education regarding the coexistence of different ethnic communities,
minorities, and cultures, based on the principle of universal human values;

e Giving information to parents about thesgibility of choosing a school that provides
instruction in a minority language, or which teaches the mother tongue and literature
of the given national minogit(Hungarian, German, RomRuthenian and Ukrainian).

The Framework Convention for tiRrotection of Naonal Minorities

The Slovak Republic has submdtevo reports on the implemextion of the Convention.

The European Charter of Bienal or Minority Languages

The Slovak Republic submittea report on the implemextion of the Convention
in 2003.

296. After its accession to the European Unioa,3lovak Republic gained the right to draw
on support from European Union structural fundghaeducation sector, this applies to the
European Social Fund (hereinafter referred26ESF”). One example of support from ESF for
the Roma minority school system is the natigraject concerning the “improvement of the
gualification potential of Roma community membé#mrough Roma studies, introduced as a new
secondary school subject”. A Roma study depant was created in November 2005 within the
State Institute for Education. The objectiveshaf project include elimirieng language barriers,
improving the labour market position for perstmetonging to the Roma minority and enhancing
the level of education of the Roma ethnic camnity. The project includes the development and
verification of basic pedagogical documentdléuses, curricula and teaching documents); the
development of Roma orthography and theparation of a Roma language textbook; the
development of tests in the Ra language, as one of the electable subjects in the final
secondary school-leaving examination (bacaa&aie); school aids; a Roma conversation
manual, etc. The budget for the projednich will continue until the end of 2006, is

SKK 9.5 million.

297. The ongoing PHARE project (finandedm the 2003 Financing Memorandum) -
Support for the Integrated Education of the Rerhas the objective of facilitating the transition
of Roma children from primary to secondaghool, introducing multidtural education at
Slovak secondary schools, and preparing sesnryngthool students for work and the business
environment. The project will result in the forratibn of a programme for tutoring the pupils of
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of secondary schools, and courses to @rephe pupils for the labour market and
entrepreneurial activities.

An overview of PHARE projectscarried out in the education sector
in the period 2001-2006

preparing them for work and
the entrepreneurial

environment

Financing Project code Project name Content Duration of
Memorandum implementation
1999 SR9905.02 Minority Improving the standard of 2001-2002
Tolerance language teaching and learning
Programme at schools providing instruction
in a minority language and
creation of the Roma
Education, Information,
Documentation, Advisory, and
Counselling Centre
2000 SK0002.01 Better Preschool education involving| 2002-2003
Conditions for | mothers in the teaching
Roma process, setting up zero grades
Self-Realization| at primary schools, an
in the Education experimental project of
System vocational training for Roma
pupils who did not complete
primary education, the training
of teachers and teaching
assistants for schools with a
high number of Roma pupils
2001 SR0103.01 Support to the| Supporting the education of | 2003-2004
Roma Minority | Roma children in
in the kindergartens, setting up zero
Educational grades, the reintegration of
Field socially disadvantaged pupils
from special primary schools tp
regular primary schools
2002 2002/000. Further Creating conditions for the 2005-2006
610.03 Integration of | integration of children from a
the Roma socially disadvantaged
Children in the | environment into the standard
Educational education system
Field and
Improved
Living
Conditions
2003 2003-004- Support to Facilitating the transition of 2005-2006
995-01-05 further socially disadvantaged pupils
Integration of | from primary to secondary
Roma in the schools, supporting
Educational multiculturalism at secondary
Field schools, organizing courses
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298. Education serves as a means of pitavggrand coming to terms with, negative
attitudes and prejudices on the part of certain elements of majority society. Such negative
attitudes towards the Roma minority are an inmgoarfactor, contributing to the currently
unsatisfactory situation of that minority. &material and methods applied when teaching
children from a young age are among the most effective means of attaining the aim of
integration. The material and the methoflseaching should focus on two important
components: human rights education, addcation reflecting the principles of
multiculturalism. The two areas cited are addressed in the National Plan of Education on
Human Rights for the period 2005-2014, approvetheyMinistry of Education in 2005 (for
more details, see para. 25), theks of which will beassessed and updatedaoregular basis, in
two-year intervals.

D. Leisure, relaxation and cultural activities

299. Leisure is playing an ever more important noldhe lives of children. It does not merely
meet the need to socialize; it is becoming increasingly significant due to its compensation role
(as a counterpart to work anchsol duties), and, in pecular, due to its prevention role (the
possibility of using leisure-time activities to promote values, and thus ensure protection against
negative social phenomena).

300. Slovak society widely believes that ygyreople do not usedhr free time in an

adequate manner. Research diaee shown that boys and girls in Slovakia spend most of their
leisure time passively; listéng to music, watching televisioar engaging in interactions with
their peers - either in pairs or in inforntabups. On the active side, they mostly perform
various manual activities (handiwork, do-it-yourself, gardening). Young people devote their
free time to active special-interest and hobbijvities only occasionally. On average,

only 15.7 per cent of Slovak adolescentdqren them frequently, and 35.1 per cent
occasionally. Up to 86.2 per cent of this number are children under 14 years of age.
Seventy-five per cent of adolescents clearlygrafdividual forms of spending their leisure

time; i.e. either alone or with friends, with the freedom to decide on their organizational or time
arrangements. Almost half of all childreand youth (48.4 per cent) do not cultivate any

special interests.

301. Educational programmes run by prescli@alities and schools offechildren and pupils
adequate opportunities for relaxatiand meaningful ways of epding their leisure time, by
engaging them in cultural andiatic activities at a school or comumity level. Children always
decide about taking part in individual activitien a voluntary basis, and make their choices
according to their interest in the given type of activity.

302. The State facilitates the right of childrenhe development of thefalents and special
interests by supporting school-based sports cgrgports classes, sports schools, centres for
talented youth, and youth trainiegntres of sports unions. al, more than 1,500 such facilities
are registered in Slovakia and they ateraded by around 5 per desf all primary and
secondary school pupils. The State createadkessary preconditions for expanding the offer
of special-interest activities in the field of sgoat the level of primg and secondary schools
through a project entitled “OpeSchool - Sports Field 2003'0Of the 872 schools that have
joined the project to date, 251 have beantgd a State financial contribution for its
implementation. Its subprojects includidnota for Pupils” and the “School Milk League”,
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designed to improve material conditions fpods activities at schools and promote the healthy
nutrition and lifestyle of childme A project entitled “School PRéathlon for Spds, Tolerance
and Fair Play” is aimed at education through sports by promoting positive human values,
honesty, tolerance, and team spirit among ohiidby teaching tolerance for children with
disabilities and minorities, and by enhancing children’s interest in physical activities, all in the

spirit of fair play.

303.

schools (“Olympiads” in various subjectposts competitions, arliferary, and music
competitions, etc.). For example, over 250,000 ohilcenter sports competitions for the pupils
of primary and secondary schools each year.

Extracurricular carefor children

304.

The State also supports a system of editiqgns for pupils oprimary and secondary

The network of State edticaal facilities providing extcurricular cardor children

comprises towns with over 5,000 inhabitantfiese facilities include, for instance, leisure
centres, centres for special-intgractivities at schoolgrimary schools of art, and school clubs.
All of these facilities also organize occasioaagnts for children and young people who are not
regular attendees. The extracurricular care pexvby these facilities since 2001 is shown in

the following table:

Data on individual years
2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Leisure centres
number of facilities 128 133 134 135% 141
number of special-interest units 4950 4980 5141 5188 51698
number of members of special-interest units 65 722 65 039 66(938 71507 77 050
members of special-interest units under 15 57 369 55 690 56390 58 379 61 510
Special-interest centres at schools
number of facilities 18 18 21 29 72
number of special-interest units 275 313 366 780 1 656
number of members of special-interest unit$ 3989 4 594 5p13 11476 25218
members of special-interest units under 15 3483 4 (087 41164 9 399 20 980
Primary schools of art
number of schools 197 20d 205 221 229
number of branches 140 147 165 138 143
number of pupils 96 887 97 394 98 395 102 319 105 573
dance departments 13 797 14 175 14 583 17 143 19|566
visual art departments 29 811 30 152 30413 30 364 30616
literary and drama degienents 4101 4100 4 374 4423 4148
music departments 49 17¢ 48 967 49 025 50 389 51 p43
School clubs*
number of clubs attached to primary schools 2 085 2084 21080 21106 1982
to special schools 185 196 200 192 202
number of departments attached to primary 5662 5 487 5274 5021 4293
schools
to special schools 506 531 514 458 472
number of enrolled primary school pupils 129 922 127 931 123 184 125|863 110 618
special school pupils 5 130 5 400 5092 4914 4 863

* Including special-interest activities at school clubs in 2004 and 2005.
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VIIl. SPECIAL PROTECTIVE MEASURES
A. Childrenin crisissituations
Refugee children
(For children who do not have the Sl&avzationality, see paras. 111-119.)

305. With a view to facilitating their integran, the children of asylum-seekers and of
persons granted asylum have access to regcienol attendance. Pending on the education
record of these children and their command of Slovak, the head teacher assigns them to the
relevant grades. The Migration Office of tinéerior Ministry has cared out a project for
teaching the school-age children of asylum-seekergoperation with the State Institute of
Education. It was a two-month projdot teaching the Slovak language.

306. The children of aliens with legal residerie the territory of the Slovak Republic, the

children of persons granted asylum, and the odnaf asylum-seekers receive education at

primary and secondary schools unttee same conditions as céizs of the Slovak Republic.

The university admission of asylum-seekers egoed by the University Act, and by the

statutes of universities and faculties, which specify admission criteria, study-related requirements
and graduation conditions.

Children and armed conflicts

307. The Slovak Republic is a State party to séweternational conventions in the area of
international humanitarian law. With regard to the rights of the child, they include primarily the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War of

12 August 1949, which contains sealearticles explicitly devoted to the rights of the child.
Articles 76 to 78 of the Protocéldditional to the Genevadbventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Protection of Victims of Nontémnational Armed Conflicts (Protocol I1) lay

down detailed measures for the protection om&a and children during armed conflicts.

308. The Slovak Republic is also a party te #9897 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Trafer of Anti-personnel Mineand on Their Destruction, the

1996 Protocol on Prohibitions Bestrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other
Devices and the 1998 Rome Statute of thertatigonal Criminal Cour International
humanitarian law and the law afmed conflict have beenstgmatically introduced and
implemented in the Armed Forces of theglk Republic since January 1995 - upon the entry
into force of the OSCE Code of Conduoct Politico-Military Aspects of Security.

309. The elements of international humanitatéam and the law of armed conflict are
essential components of combat trainingrfeembers of the Slovak military. They are
incorporated into the teaching and training pamgmes applied at various stages of instruction.
The defence sector has issued several puigiitcsain cooperation ith the International
Committee of the Red Cross, to be used in th&uition and training of military and civilian
staff (translations of the 1949 @&va conventions and their diilchal protocols, of the Hague
Conventions and other internatial treaty documents, andtbe Military Law Manual for the
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Armed Forces, as well as a set of lesson#nftructors on the law of armed conflict).
Moreover, members of the armed forces regularly participate in international professional
seminars and conferences on international humanitarian law.

310. Slovak law not only prohibits the enlistmehthildren under the age of 15, but also
under 18. This means that children cannot takeiparmed conflicts.Children are not allowed
to perform defence duties, even on a voluntagid@dor more information on joining the armed
forces, see paras. 55-58 above).

B. Children and the system of criminal justice for juveniles

311. The Code of Criminal Procedure stipuldkes investigations and decision-making in
proceedings against juveniles should be perforbyegersons whose experience and expertise in
the area of educating young people guaranteedheational intent afriminal proceedings.

Law enforcement bodies and courts work in e€losnjunction with estéishments for juveniles

and psychiatric establishments. Experts on tlyetpatry of children or adolescents are usually
called in to participate in the examination of the psychological state of juveniles.

312. The Code of Criminal Procedure contapscial provisions governing proceedings

against juveniles; these provisions grant theragefadvantages” over other offenders. Thus,
juveniles must already have a lawyer atrii@ment of being charged with a crime. In

proceedings conducted againstregnile, it is necessary to ma&ehorough examination of the
juvenile’s level of intellectual and moral development, character, situation, and the environment
in which the juvenile has led and was brought up, hisfle@nduct before and after the

commission of the offence, anther circumstances relevdot a decision on the adequate

means of correction, especially in ordedé&zide on the possible imposition of protective
education. As a rule, the assessatrof the juvenile’s situation is performed by an authority on

the care of young people.

313. Juveniles may be remanded in custody ibrtiyproves impossible to achieve the purpose
of custody by other means. g judicial proceedings, the presiding judge of the panel has a
copy of the indictment, which has also beetivered to the authority on the care of young

people. Joint proceedings against a juvemild @ person over 18 years of age can be held only

in exceptional cases, where they are deeessdntial for the comprehensive and objective
clarification of the matter, or for other impant reasons. In criminal proceedings against
juveniles, the main trial is governed by special provisions. Thus, the main trial may not be held
in the juvenile’s absence. The authority on the cd young people must be notified of the date

of the main trial and public hearing. The presenfcide prosecutor at the hearing is mandatory;

a representative of the authority on the care of young people also takes part in the hearing. The
latter has the right to make submissions andjpestions to persons under interrogation. After
the closing remarks of the authority on the adrngoung people and of the legal guardian, the
juvenile defendant also has ttight to make closing remarks.

314. Legal remedies in criminal pexdings against a juvenile malgo be filed, even against
the juvenile’s will, by the authority on the care of young people. The time limit for filing a legal
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remedy by this authority runsdependently. Complaints maysalbe lodged on behalf of the
juvenile by the juvenile’s relatives in dired¢scent, siblings, adoptive parents, spouses, or
common-law spouses. Their time limit for lodgingrgmaints is the same day as that of the
juvenile.

315. The Code of Criminal Procedure contairexcgd provisions relating to the interrogation
of witnesses under 15 years of agel of defendants under 18 years of age. If the person being
interrogated as a witness is younger than &8 ,the interrogation concerns circumstances, the
recollection of which could have a harmfutesft on the witness’s psychological and moral
development due to his/her young age, the ing@tion must be conducted in a very considerate
manner, and an effort must bedweanot to repeat it in further proceedings. The interrogation is
conducted in the presence of a pedagogue or p#reon with experience in juvenile education,
who can help conduct the interrogation in a cdrneanner, taking accouof its purpose and the
psychological development of the person understigation. Parents can also be called upon to
participate in the interrogation if their presenckkisly to contribute to its proper conduct. The
successive interrogation of the/gnile in subsequent proceegs should only be allowed when
absolutely necessary.

316. If a person being interrogated as a veiénis younger than 15, and the interrogation

concerns a criminal offence committed against a close person or a person entrusted to one’s care,
or if the circumstances of the case suggestttigatepeated deposition of a person under 15 years

of age could have been influenced, or if thereason to believe that the interrogation could

affect the psychological or moral develogmh of a person under 15 years of age, the

interrogation is conducted with thelp of audio and video equipntewith a view to ensuring

that people under 15 years of age will only bkjscted to an interrogation in subsequent

proceedings in exceptional circumstancese fihlither interrogation of a person under 15 years

of age in pretrial proceedings can only be cotelligvith the consent of his/her legal guardian,

or with that of the custodian.

317. Under the Penal Code, juveniles who areyaohger than 14 and not older than 18 are
criminally liable persons. The Code exempts from criminal liability juveniles whose level of
intellectual or moral development at the time of committing the offence prevented them from
realizing that they were acting unlawfully, foom controlling their actins - a concept known as
“conditional sanity” (for moreletails on criminal liabilitysee paras. 49 and 50 above).

Theimposition of sentences, with a special mention of the prohibition of the death penalty
or lifeimprisonment

318. Article 15, paragraph 3, tife Constitution of the Slovak Republic prohibits the death
penalty. Absolute prohibition dhe death penalty also folloi®m article 1 of Protocol No. 6
to the Convention for the Protection of Hunfights and FundamentBreedoms concerning
the abolition of the death penalty (commutima No. 209/1992 Coll.) and Protocol No. 13 to
the Convention concerning the Abolitiontbe Death Penalty in All Circumstances
(communication No. 480/2005 Coll.). This additibpeotocol also prohibits the death penalty
with respect to acts committed in timevedir or of imminent threat of war.
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319. The Penal Code lays down less striguiements concerning the extinction of
punishability, the waiver of punishment, or thewsition of sanctions omyenile offenders.

The Penal Code also makes it much easigraat a conditional waiver of punishment or a
conditional waiver of the impositioof sanctions in the case of juveniles than in the case of adult
offenders. In case of the waiver of punishnamf a custodial measure, or in case of the
conditional waiver of pushment or of a custodial measutes following educational measures
may be applied in respect of a juvenile offendesrder to attain thpurpose defined in law:
probation supervision, educatiorilties and restrictions, oreprimand with a caution. Under
the Penal Code, the length ofgam sentences for juvenilesreduced by a half, and maximum
imprisonment may not exceed seven yeausediles may receive a conditionally deferred

prison sentence for a probationary period (conditisaatence) or for a probationary period with
supervision (probation). Juverslenay be held on remand only for as long as it is absolutely
necessary. The court may extend the custody of juveniles who have committed a particularly
serious crime beyond one year, but the totadtle of custody may not exceed two years.

Children deprived of their liberty, including arrest, imprisonment or detention

320. Therequirements governing the implementation of prison sentences and remand
custody are stipulated in the relevant laws and secondary legidation, and arein linewith
the principleslaid down in the European Prison Rules. At the sametime, they respect the
Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Treatment of Prisoners. With aview to improving the
treatment of prisoners, ensuring respect for the human rights and dignity of prisoners, and
the effective performance and management of the prison system, the Corps of Prison and
Judicial Guard pays systematic attention to the implementation of recommendations
formulated by the European Committee on the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

321. Prosecutorsperform regular monthly inspections of institutions for sentenced
juvenile delinquents. In addition to verifying compliance with the law, they also examine
compliance with the provisions of the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture
and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. (See the concluding observations of
the Committee, paras. 51 and 52.)

322. The purpose of sentences imposed on juvefidaders is to secure their education

under professional pedagogical guidance, anddblerthem to receive vocational training for
future employment. Juveniles of compulsory school age are given the possibility in the
correctional institution to receive education ingteébeing assigned wio duties. Juveniles

under 18 years of age always serve their senteggarately from other convicted prisoners, and
are placed in correctional institutions for juveniles. The court may also decide to keep juveniles
who have reached the age of 18 in these institutions.

323. An advisory board is set up within each edtional institution for juveniles, with a view

to enhancing the educational impatdetention. When a convicted juvenile reaches the age of
18, the court decides whether he or she getoe the remainder of his/her sentence in a
correctional institution for juveniles, or whetterbe transferred to an institution for other
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convicted persons. When making this deeisthe court considers mainly the degree of
rehabilitation achieved, and the length of the remaining sentence. When the court decides that
the juvenile is to be transferred to a cormuadil institution for other convicted persons, it usually
decides that the juvenile ipdaced in a lower security group.

324. The inmates of juvenile cention facilities are assignedvarious groups on the basis of
their personal characteristics, work abilities, type and seriousness of the offence committed,
repeated offence, and the length of the sesteduveniles who meet the conditions for being
placed in a vocational training programme, especially in view of the length of their sentence,
receive training in an apprentice centraeltied to a correctional institution for juvenile
offenders. When assigning work to juvenilegler 18 years of age, the provision of vocational
training for their future jobs is also taken irmtocount. The working conditions of such juveniles
serving their sentence are the same as those of other employees in the given age category.

325. The treatment of juveniles is adapted &ptrpose of their sentence, which is achieved
by using the appropriate forms and methodsuttural and educational work, together with
physical education and sports activities. The participation of juveniles in these activities is
mandatory, provided that their health condititiowvas it. Juveniles perform special-interest
activities in conformity with their individual skills, interests and the needs of the social
reintegration process. These activities are performed either individually or in special-interest
groups, the number and orientation of which aterieined by the compa®n of juveniles and
the structure of their interests.

326. Under a generally binding legal regulationyrch organizations may also participate in

the treatment of prisoners, mainly in the fellog forms: religious services for convicted

prisoners who express an intgreone-on-one discussions; pasat visits among inmates;
confessions and administering sacramentsysguoups for the interpretation of religious

literature; the provision of religious literature; lectures and discussions concerning mainly ethical
themes, or concerts given by religious musaugs and individuals; helping prepare inmates for
their release from prison; social work with these inmates, and other suitable means contributing
to the social reintegration of inmateabgect to agreement with the prison director.

327. Special-interest citizens’ asstions set up in accordanagth generally binding legal
regulations may, upon agreement with the prisoactior, designate some of their members to
make visits to prisoners. Special-interest cit@ssociations may, tef prior agreement with
the prison director and in coop&om with the institution concernegarticipate in addressing the
social problems of inmates anckating favourable conditions for their lives after release from
prison.

328. In addition to performing their dutiesancordance with generally binding legal
regulations, courts and prosecution authorities ecatp with the correctional facility mainly by
taking part in lectures and discussions orgahizihin the framework of the legal education of
prisoners, and by cooperatiagd/or providing methodological support for social and legal
counselling to prisoners and the&ivolvement in preparing prisorsefor life after their release.

329. Special emphasis is placed ugmntreatment of convictedyeniles in order to minimize
the negative consequences of their isolation frooretya  The main objective of the treatment of
juveniles is to enhance thaiense of responsibility and indeydence, to help them acquire
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occupational skills and shape positiattitudes to work, to providastruction, and to develop
socially beneficial, spcial-interest activities. The postitty of organizing cultural and public
education events outside detention facilities is also applied in the treatment of juvenile offenders.

330. Special attention is paid to prepariaggniles for release from prison, mainly through
adequately targeted group ingttion activities and indidual counselling, involvement in social
and cultural events outside the institutiomhere they are accompanied by members of
educational staff - and through informative enstons. Based on an analysis of the social
situation of the juvenile released from prisorg thstitution agrees with the competent local or
State administrative authorities on placing the jileen apprentice training or finding him/her a
job, possibly accompanied by adequate housihthe court rules thaa juvenile who has
completed his/her sentence is to be transferred to an institution for protective or institutional
care, the prison notifies the educational facitiboncerned of the impending release of the
juvenile and sends it an extractrirdhe juvenile’s pedagogical file.

331. A child deprived of his/her family enviroemt by a court decision may be placed in a
re-education home for children or a re-educatiomédor youth, which are part of the education
sector. These special educational facilities carry out educational prevention tasks for children
and juveniles whose moral, etiumal, personal and social démement has been impaired to

such a degree that non-custodsdiatance has proved to be feetive, or cannot be provided
because of a failed educational environment in the family. The humanization of the re-education
system in special educational facilities meansctieation of an environment for the process of
re-education, which is as close as possibledgattucational environment in the family. In
particular, it involves ta creation of conditions enabling dfdrentiated, individual approach in

the process of re-education, such as reduciegtimber of children arjdveniles in education
groups - depending on the degree of behaviourpémonality disorder - and steps are taken to
retain professional staff so as to enable the establishment and maintenance of relatively stable
social and emotional relationships betweanates and pro&sional staff members. These
establishments take great care to use the rasfybsychological, special pedagogy, and medical
diagnostics in the professional procedwapplied during the process of re-education.

C. Children in situations of exploitation, including physical
and psychological recovery, and social reintegration

The economic exploitation of children, including child labour

332. Conditions governing the employmentwigniles and children are regulated by the
Labour Code. The capacity of natural personacquire rights and assume duties under the
labour law in an employment rélanship or through legal acts of their own arises at the age of
15 years. The Labour Code prohibits the perforoe of certain types of work by juvenile
employees. A natural person who has not reached the age of 15 may, exceptionally, perform
light work, the character and scope of whilthnot endanger that g®n’s health, safety,
development or school attendance, such asimeaiaces at cultural or artistic events, sports
events, and advertising events (see also para&3)1Juvenile employees may not be assigned
to work underground, such as the extraction of naiseor the drilling otunnels and passages.
Juvenile employees may not be assigneddrk which, considering their anatomical,
physiological or psychological characteristicanesppropriate, dangerous learmful to health.
The lists specifying the types of activities amorkplaces that are prohibited to juvenile
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employees are published in a Government ordiea Employers may not assign juvenile
employees to work which puts them at an inseebrisk of injury, or which could seriously
endanger the health and safety of fellow emgésyor other people. Employers may not assign
juvenile employees to overtime or night work, and may not require them to serve on standby
duty or agree with them on the performanceuwh a duty. In exceptional circumstances,
juvenile employees older than 16 may perforghhwork for no more than one hour, if it is
necessary for their vocational training.

Drug addiction

333. Section 171 of the Penal Code stipulatesthigapossession of a narcotic or psychotropic
substance, or a precursor for one’s own userganal offence, which entails a prison sentence
of up to three years. Any person who,heifit authorization, produces; imports, exports,
conveys or transits; buys, sells, exchanges;yres; or possesses for any length of time a
psychotropic substance or a precursor interided person under 18 years of age is liable to a
prison sentence of up to 10 years. The offemde commits the above criminal offence against
a protected person (see the definition of “pradqiersons” in para. 362) is liable to a prison
sentence of up to 15 years. The Penal Cogedawn less severe punishment for those who
procure and possess drugs for their own consempit defines such concepts as drug
possession for one’s own consumption or adaguantity for one’s own consumption. It
introduces much harsher sanctions against graducers or dealers while, on the other hand,
sanctions against drug usere &ss severe, the emphasis bgilaged on preventive treatment.
The criminal offence of producing for oneself onets an item that is to be used in the illicit
production of narcotic or psychofic substances continues torgaa harsher sentence. More
stringent criminal sanctions wes however, adopted in respeéthe criminal offence of
spreading drug addiction. Any inducement t® #éifouse of addictive substances other than
alcohol constitutes the criminal offee of spreading drug addimti. The Penal Code also sets
out a separate criminal offence of servingpablic beverages to young persons, although
alcohol is a freely accessible substance. hasyever, a habit-forming substance, the excessive
use of which may lead to dependency and theutsgin of personality. This represents an
acute danger for young people, which is wbung people must be protected against being
served alcoholic bevegas under criminal law.

334. The authority acting as a coordinating, sosy, initiative-taking ad control body of the
Government of the Slovak Republin,connection with its drug policy and fight against drugs, is
the Ministerial Committee on Drug Addictiomé Drug Control, established in 1995. The
executive body responsible for implementing ¢baclusions of the Ministerial Committee and
for the coordination of drug control activitiesthé level of ministries and other central State
administrative authorities is the General $&ammat of the Ministerial Committee for Drug
Addiction and Drug Control, set up within t®vernment Office of the Slovak Republic. By
resolution No. 534 of 22 May 2002, the Governmagatroved a proposal for the fulfilment of
institutional and financlaequirements connected with thetfpzEpation of the Slovak Republic

in the European Monitoring Centre for DrugsleDrug Addiction. This resolution also provided
for the establishment of the National Monitoring Centre for Drugs attached to the General
Secretariat of the Government Office, which easuhe collection of information about drugs,
and which joined the European infaation network on drugs - Reitox - in 2003.
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335. The key programme document relatingd@ernment drug policy is the National
Programme for the Fight against Drugs. The current, ongoing programme is the
National Programme for the Fight against Brugpproved by Slovakovernment resolution
No. 289 of 15 April 2004 for the period 2004-300The Programme has been elaborated
further in the action plans of relevant sectamd regional authorities, in conformity with the
EU Strategy and the EU Action Plan of the Fight against Drugs.

336. The Anti-Drug Fund established unédet No. 381/1996 Coll. is a non-State,
special-purpose fund, which concentrates anatatés financial resources for drug prevention
and treatment, and the sociahtegration of drug addicts.

337. A network of social reintegration centoesated in the Slovak Republic to help minors
who are dependent on drugs provides, iatier, treatment and adation, counselling,
special-interest activities, work therapy, etc.

338. Special attention is paid to the preventiodrafy addiction, in paéicular, prevention that
targets school populations. PegNion programmes are carried out mainly by educational
prevention facilities that provide professional assistance to children from socially or
educationally deprived envirorents and children with impairgeychosocial development, and
by counselling centres that provideofessional services in thesarof educatinal counselling,
special pedagogy counselling and care for children.

339. Primary and secondary schools have coalisor the prevention of drug addiction
and other sociopathic phenomenagrdinators work with $mol management in drawing up
and implementing preventive pra@gnmes at schools. Thegaperate with pedagogical and
psychological counselling officeentres (departments) forwezhtional and psychological
prevention, and with the professidistaff of health and socialfairs services. The network of
educational establishments prawig professional coueling and preventive care covers all the
administrative districts of the Slovak Republic.

340. Animportant role in the area of preventiothe education sector is also played by
school clubs for children, speciaiterest centres and leisure centres established under the law.
They organize educational and instructicaativities for school-agpupils during out-of-class
hours and school holidays, develbgir interests, and organizarious relaxation activities for
pupils in their free time. The issue of primary prevention has been incorporated into the
curricula of primary and secondary schools.

341. Drug issues are also tackled by othermmgdions that fall under the direct managerial
competence of the Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic. They include the Institute for
Prognoses and Information in Education, the Stettute of Education, the Institute of Child
Psychology and Pathopsychology, among others.

342. A National Anti-Drug Unit waset up in 1995 within the Criminal Police Office of the
Police Corps Presidium. Its tasks in the area of drugs include police operations designed to
detect organized drug-relatedme and cooperation with othpolice force services in

addressing organized, drug-related crime. Anti-cieggions of departments for the fight against
organized crime set up within regional police directorates deal with criminal offences connected
with the production, possession, andnarily the distribution of drugs; they take steps designed
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to detect organized crime related to drugs, @wperate with State administrative authorities in

the detection and documentationdofig-related crime and the iddication of perpetrators, and

in the field of preventive measures, the identification and clarification of the causes and
conditions that give rise to wuly-related crime. The Customs Crid#ice started to operate in
Slovakia on 1 January 2005; among other things, it carries out tasks in the fight against the illicit
import, export and transit of nantics, psychotropic substances and precursors. In Slovakia,
State administration bodies camned with precursors are:

e The State Institute for Drug Control;
e The Ministry of the Economy;
e The Ministry of the Interior;

e The Customs Directorate of the SlovakpRklic, customs offices and the Customs
Crime Office.

Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse

343. As stated above, the Slovak Republe party to the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on #ae of children, chilgbrostitution and child
pornography.

344. Sexual abuse constitutes a prai offence. Té criminal offence of sexual abuse is
committed by any person who performs sexual intercourse with a person under 15 years of age
or who otherwise sexually abuses such agrerdnder the Penal Code, this criminal offence
carries a sentence of 3 to 10 years of imprisonment. If such an offence is committed against a
protected person, the sentence is increasedad Z years of imprisonment. Any person who
induces to extramarital intercourse or otherveisreually abuses a person under 18 years of age
entrusted to his care/supervision or dependarttis care is liable to a prison sentence of

between 1 and 5 years. If a person under 18 yéage is compelled to perform such an act
under duress, this constitutes an aggravateda#fecarrying a sentence of imprisonment of
between 2 and 8 years. Sexual violence also constitutes a criminal offence which, when
committed against a protected person,ienéamore severe prison sentence.

345. Slovak judicial practice and legislation do remognize the term “sexual exploitation of
children”. The provisions of theenal Code that may fall under this generic concept include the
offence of sexual abuse and the offencenofamgering the moral upbringing of young people.

346. Protection against criminal activities involvisgxual exploitatiomnd sexual abuse has

been strengthened mainly by including tliganization of, and deriving profits from,

prostitution on the list of various criminal ofiees, and through the introduction of stricter
sanctions. The pertinent criminal offences are, in particular, the offence of pandering and the
offence of moral endangerment, involving thculation, dissemination, enabling public access

to, and the production or import,afritten pornographic materialydio or video media, and the
other representation of subjects which endanganality by depicting, among other things,

sexual intercourse with a child. Offering, permitting the use of, or making accessible such items
to a person of less than 18 years of age is also punishable by law.
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347. A unit known as the department for geheriane and crime ammitted by and against

young people has been set up within the Police Corps Presidium to deal with criminal offences
committed by or against young people. The unit currently has two staff members working in the
given area, providing methodological gate and, where appropriate, practical and
methodological assistance to thafsbf general crime uts attached to the judicial and criminal
police offices of regional and district Police Force directorates. One staff member is designated
within each judicial and crimingdolice office to deal specdally with criminal activities

committed by young people and against them, to keep relevant records, and to carry out
prevention measures.

348. The department for trafficlg in persons, sexual exiation and victim support - set up
within the office for the fight against organizexime - has 10 staff members. If necessary, the
department is capable of providipgactical and methodological astsince to the staff of general
crime departments within the judicial and crimio#fices of regional and district police corps
directorates. Both units organize regular megtiand training coursésr the staff of general
crime departments within the judicial and crimio#fices of regional and district police corps
directorates. Experts on relevant issuesiravited to take part in these events.

349. Other provisions that reguldhes area include internal &soof the Ministry of the

Interior, namely, Order No. 23/2003 on the s@sgion of the crime of child pornography
published on the Internet, Order No. 24/2003 on thiera of police units in respect of crimes
committed by and against young persons (thieiois currently under revision), and Order

No. 5/2005 on the actions of the criminal police i@ #inea of the fight against human trafficking
and sexual exploitation, issued by the Presidéttie Slovak Police Force. These questions are
also addressed in the Natioraltion Plan on Children, the Manal Action Plan on Women and
the National Action Plan on the Fight against Human Trafficking for the period 2006-2007.

350. Among the main root causes of crimeaiagt morality are the uncontrolled use of

leisure time by children and young people, dysfunctional family environments and the
provocative behaviour of girls and women. A higlalient form of crime continues to consist in
the sexual abuse of dependent persons, which occurs mainly in closed environments (families,
school collectives, etc.). The most serious csimgainst morality include rape. Most victims

are older than 18. Nevertheless, the datames every year suggest that an important
proportion of victims belong to ¢hage brackets of 7 to 15 ah@l to 18 years. In 2005, persons
aged 7 to 15 years accounted for 17 per cent of all rape victims, while those in the 16 to 18 age
bracket accounted for 14 per cent. In 2005, eggenst a minor under 6 years of age was
committed in 1 case, 34 victims belonged to the ¥5 age group; i.e. an increase of 2 cases

over 2004 (32), while 28 victims belonged to 118 age group; i.& decease of 6 cases
compared to 2004 (34).

351. The most frequent crime against morality conamith relation to adolescents is sexual
abuse. Adolescents, mainly girls aged 7 toelesent a specific target for this crime. Of

the 384 sexual abuse offences recorded in 2005w81d resolved. The number of sexual abuse
offences recorded in 2004 was 449, of wt8@8 were resolved. The number of criminal
offences committed against persons younger #3ain the relevant period was 371, representing
a decrease of 56 cases compared to 2004.(4% number of criminal offences committed
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against persons aged 16 to 18 was 9; i.e. 7 daseshan in 2004 (16). The number of victims
younger than 6 years of age was 17 - a decline of 5 cases compared with 2004 (22). The number
of victims in the age category 7 to 15 vaigl; i.e. 51 victims less than in 2004 (405).

352. The number of cases of sexualemde committed in 2005 was 85, representing a
decrease of 7 cases compared to 2004 (92}hi©humber, 64 criminal offences were resolved;
i.e. 10 less than the year before. The numbeffences resolved in 2004 was 74. The number
of criminal offences of sexal violence committed against perns under the age of 18 in 2005
was 39. One criminal offence of sexual vi@emwas committed against a child under 6 years of
age; i.e. 4 cases less than in 2004 (5). Chiltiman the ages of 7 to 15 were victims of sexual
violence in 25 cases; i.e. 7 cases less th@004 (32). Sexual violence was committed

against 13 juveniles - the same number as in 2003.

353. The criminal offence of intercourse beém relatives was committed in eight cases
in 2005 - an increase of four cases A®@04. All of these cases were resolved.

354. The Slovak Republic participates in theggammes Daphne and Daphne Il. Daphne is a
special programme for the fight against violence. The programme is aimed mainly at the
prevention of, and protection against, all forms of violence committed against children, young
people and women, in private or in public.

355. Slovak non-governmental organizationgipigated in 10 projects under the Daphne
programme, such as the “Translation angsemination of the SCEP Statement of Good

Practice - to prevent violence throughptemotion and use”, “Pandora - Domestic

Violence in Central Europe”, etc. The following projects were concerned with violence against
children:

e |dentifying best practice in the de-institanalization of children under 5 years from
European institutions;

e European peer review of good practi@tool to combat domestic violence;
e Pandora - Domestic Violence in @eal Europe, Childoscope 7/25;

e Promoting integrated European policiesnaigsing and sexually exploited minors in
CY, EE, LV, LT, MT, SK and SI;

e Bridging gaps - Models of cooperatibatween women’s NGCand State authorities
to prevent violence against women and children.

356. The Penal Code recognizes tloncept of prostitution. theans the gratification of a
person’s sexual needs through intercourse, other types of sexual service, or similar means, for
money. Two forms of prostitution are distindugsl in the Slovak RepublidOne is so-called

“street prostitution”, found exclusively in larger cities. It is performed by young women and
girls, either individually or under the protem of “pimps”. The second form is covert

prostitution. It is more organized in naturagdas not performed in public places. Prostitution

as such is not punishable, but is related to timeirwal offence of trafficking in persons and the
criminal offence of pandering.
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Sale, trafficking and abductions

357. The criminal offence of trafficking in ikiren (for the purposes of the Penal Code, a
child means a person under 18 years of age)rnanitted by a person who, in violation of a
generally binding regulation, places a child unithe charge of another person for adoption
purposes, or by a person who places a child unéestthrge of another person in order to use
the child for labour or other purposes. It folloisem the wording of these provisions that the
perpetrator is liable to punishment even in theealoe of the promise of remuneration, if the act
Is committed for profit-seeking reasons. From an objective point of view, criminal acts are not
only those that involve placing a child under tharge of another person, but also abducting a
child in the country of residence or abrdadthe purpose of adoption, child labour, or other
purposes (such as prostitution), in violatiortta# child’s fundamental human rights and
freedoms (more specifically, the rights of ttteld with regard to profit-seeking motives).

358. The objective of such criminal activitytesprocure girls and women for prostitution
abroad, for both street prostitution and organjzextitution in various establishments providing
erotic services. Slovakia is mbysthe country of origin of theictims of trafficking in persons;
i.e. women from Slovakia are sold abroad for the purposes of prostitution or other forms of
sexual exploitation.

359. In 2005, victims of the criminal offence adfficking in persons also included persons
under 18 years of age - among the four victimthis age category, there were none under the
age of 15.

360. Other criminal offences inade hostage-taking and abduction with a view to extortion.
The crime of abducting a child committed by a person who removes a child from the custody
of a person who has the obligatitmntake care of the child under the law or on the basis of an
official decision, or by a parent or relativedirect descent who removes a child from the
custody of a person who has the obligation to talte of the child under the law or on the basis
of an official decision.

Other forms of exploitation

361. The protection of children under criminal lawpisvided for under a separate chapter of
the Penal Code, dealing with criminal offences committed against family and youth. These
include polygamy, the abandonment of a child,dlesertion of a childiefaulting on mandatory
maintenance payments, the ill-treatment of a close person or a person entrusted to one’s care,
abduction, and endangering tim@ral education of youth.

362. If the above criminal offences are committed against “protected persons”, they are
considered to be aggravated offences. Adogrtb the law, protected persons are children,
pregnant women, close persons, dependenbpgrelderly persons, sick persons, persons
enjoying protection under international law, paldfficials or persons carrying out their
lawfully assigned dutiesna witnesses, experts, inpeeters or translators.

363. The Penal Code also covers casesitaf pbrnography. The criminal offence of
producing child pornography is committed by a para/ho uses, procures, offers, or otherwise
abuses a child for the production of child porraqury, who facilitates such abuse, or otherwise



CRCI/C/SVK/2
page 96

participates in such produeti. Criminal activities related thild pornography have harmful
effects on the healthy physical and psychological development of children. These activities are
highly latent. Two basic forms of child pornogragtave been identified to date. The first form

is the short-term export of children and juveniles abroad for the purpose of exploiting them for
creating pornographic films or poygraphic photographs and nude pietur In most cases, these
children come from dysfunctional families, and have no motivation to study or seek
employment. The victims identified in this type of case to date consented to being treated in the
above manner. The secondroinvolves the production dfome pornographic films and
pornographic images, produced nipsinder amateur conditions. Gumaterial is not only of
interest to organized crime syndicates withrimédional contacts, but also in a less organized
manner - for persons with paedophiielinations for their sexuaratification, or for persons

with the criminal intent to exploit them for commercial purposes.

364. Animportant medium used to commit crimdatesl to child pornography is the Internet,
through which it is possible to disseminate porapic material. This material is then
accessible not only to adults, but also to ygppeople. Children and young people can come
into contact with unknown persons at the oted of the computer link, who may have
paedophile inclinations, and uges medium to seek out pttial objects for their sexual
gratification. Three of a total of four casgmcerning the production of child pornography
detected in 2005 were resolved. The possesdiohild pornography was established in three
cases, all of which were resolved. As regaingstwo recorded cases of the dissemination of
child pornography, neither of them were resolved.



